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60/57 interchange in Diamond Bar 

The mission of the Alameda           
Corridor‐East Construc on Authority 
(ACE) project is approaching comple on 
in the next few years, and the SGVCOG 
thought it prudent to iden fy what the 
role of ACE could be moving forward and 
if the SGVCOG  would take on a wider 
regional role. To complete this task, the 
SGVCOG President appointed members 
to the ACE/Large Capital Projects Ad Hoc 
Committee to  study the future role of 
the SGVCOG as a planning agency and 
the possibility of modifying the role of 
ACE  in order to give the SGVCOG the 
ability to construct capital projects. This 
could include projects and programs 
funded through Measure M,   which 
guarantees the San Gabriel Valley region 
$3.3 billion in funding over the next 40 
years. Currently,  ACE operates as a 
subsidiary of the SGVCOG but is         
quasi‐independent and has its own 
Board of Directors and CEO.  
 
Based on the Ad Hoc Committee’s 
discussion over the past six months,  
three key recommendations were  
developed: 
 
1. Expand the SGVCOG’s       

organizational capacity by creating a 
transportation planning division and 
hire a transportation planner to 
manage the implementation of 

Measure M in the San Gabriel Valley;  
2. Develop a multi‐year plan to 

integrate ACE into the SGVCOG; and 
3.   Integrate the administrative 

functions of ACE and SGVCOG.  
 
Overall the Committee found that with 
ACE’s reputation of delivering projects on 
budget and on time,  expanding the role 
of ACE  would afford the SGVCOG the 
ability to plan for and construct capital 
projects in the future if the need arises.  

Future of ACE and SGVCOG Discussed in New 
Report 
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Environment & Water Update 

In furtherance of the SGVCOG’s goal of 
assisting its communities in complying 
with their MS4 stormwater permit 
requirements, the Water Policy 
Committee has established a legislative 
agenda for 2017 (see right).  This year’s 
agenda address several of the regulatory, 
funding, and structural challenges faced 
by  member cities.   
 
Working with our local state and federal 
representatives, the COG hopes to 
introduce legislation that supports this 
agenda by  protecting local  water rights 
in the region while continuing to further 
polices that are fiscally responsible.  
 
 The SGVCOG  has shared the stormwater 
Policy  with  members of the of the San 
Gabriel Valley Legislative Caucus, 
receiving positive acceptance. 
Additionally, other Los Angeles area 
Councils of Government concur with 
many of the ideas and are moving to 
support them.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

The SGVCOG Water Committee Establishes Legislative Priorities To 
Address Challenges Faced By Member Cities 

Stormwater flows through Devils Gate Dam in Pasadena 

 
 
 

 Redirect a portion of tire fees to   
address stormwater pollution. 

      Establish cost recovery from        
identified sources of stomwater and 
dry weather runoff pollution. 

      Establish either exemption from   
potential municipal liability or a state 
indemnity fund for personal injury or 
property damage caused by          
pollutants collected in stormwater/
dry weather runoff projects           
undertaken pursuant to an MS4   
permit. 

      Modify the Porter‐Cologne law to 
adopt Financial Capability              
Assessment guidance issued by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agen‐
cy in November 2014 in                 
consideration of MS4 permits. 

      Clarify that MS4 permittees shall 
enjoy entitlement to use the     
stormwater and dry runoff they have 
captured in facilities constructed for 
that purpose. 

      Modify criteria for appointment of 
LA Regional Water Quality Control 
Board (LA RWQCB) membership to 
require more expertise in the field of  

 
 

 
water supply, water rights and  water      
quality. 

 

      Create a municipal ombudsman   
position at the State Water           
Resources Control Board and LA    
Regional Board. 

      Allow the use of existing                 
infrastructure for conveyance of 
stormwater and urban runoff to   
favorable infiltration sites. 

     Direct the State Architect to require 
new school construction and sub‐
stantial remodeling of existing school 
facilities to capture and infiltrate 
stormwater at the school site. 

      Enact legislation that requires capital 
projects funded with state funds to 
provide for infiltration to capture, to 
the maximum extent reasonably 
feasible, stormwater and dry    
weather runoff. 

SGVCOG 2017 Stormwater Legislative  Priorities      
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The 626 Golden Streets Open Streets Event Rescheduled For March 5th  

The San Gabriel Valley is  set to host the 
largest open streets event in the nation  
on March 5, the one‐year anniversary of 
the Gold Line Foothill extension Phase 2A 
opening. Seven cities and Los Angeles 
County are hosting this event, with the 
support of Bike SGV.  All  streets chosen 
for this event are located at or near a 
Gold Line station. This event was 
originally scheduled for in June 2016. 
However, the Complex Station Fire 
created many logistical problems and 
health concerns requiring the event to be 
rescheduled. 

Open street events close city streets to 
motor traffic and are community 
celebra ons where residents are 

encouraged to shift to sustainable modes 
of transportation. This, in turn, helps 
reduce traffic congestion and achieves 
economic and public health 
improvement. Residents will be able to 
walk, bike, skate, or jog on designated 
streets throughout the region. These 
events also provide an added economic 
benefit by increasing foot traffic  near 
local businesses. 

The SGVCOG looks to be a leader in 
sustainable alternatives to driving and 
includes Active Transportation as a key 
component of the COG’s strategic plan. 
Events like this support the COG by 
increasing transit and safety awareness.  

                        

 Presented by   

 

 

 

 

Participating Communities 

Residents enjoying the Pasadena Open  Streets event 
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Morgan Park in Baldwin Park 

 

 

San Gabriel Valley News In Brief 

Azusa Homeless Encampment 

The SGVCOG Forms Ad Hoc Legislative Committee  

The SGVCOG iden fied crea ng a 

Legisla ve Commi ee as a priority in its 

most recent strategic plan. The SGVCOG 

Ad‐Hoc Legisla ve  Commi ee began 

mee ng in October 2016. The goal of this 

Commi ee was to develop a scope of 

work for a legisla ve commi ee that 

would support the current COG Policy 

Commi ees. Representa ves from the 

following member ci es and 

organiza ons par cipated  on the Ad‐hoc 

Commi ee: 

  City of El Monte 

  City of Covina 

  City of Rosemead 

  City of Walnut 

  Water Districts 

  City of West Covina  

  City of Glendora  
 
This new commi ee will assist in 
iden fying and tracking legisla on that 
impacts the San Gabriel Valley. The 

Commi ee’s primary focus will be on 
legisla on that relates to the areas 
iden fied in the SGVCOG’s Strategic Plan 
including stormwater, transporta on, and 
homelessness. This Commi ee will also 
be tasked with maintaining a master list 
of referred legisla on  and repor ng to 
the Policy Commi ees and Governing 
Board on substan ve legisla ve 
movements. 
 
It was determined that this Commi ee 
will operate as an Ad‐Hoc commi ee for 
one legisla ve cycle to best determine 
what func ons a permanent commi ee 
will need to best serve the goals of the 
SGVCOG moving forward.  Policy 
commi ees will s ll be able to  take 
posi on and refer  legisla on for the 
considera on of the COG Governing 
Board. However, the Ad‐hoc Legisla ve 
Commi ee will now keep a working list of 
iden fied legisla on to track and report 
back to all Policy Commi ees and the 

Governing Board. As it will aslo monitor 
legisla on that  may have significant 
impact to our member ci es and 
organiza ons. 
 
The SGVCOG Board approved the 
proposal at it’s January mee ng and there 
is currently a call for nomina ons for 
those who want to be considered for 
appointment to the Commi ee. 
Governing Board members can submit 
nomina ons via e‐mail  to 
ccruz@sgvcog.org by Thursday, February 
2nd at 5:00 p.m. 

Gold Line Rail Crossing  

LA County Measure A: 
 

In November 2016, voters approved 
Measure A, also known as the Clean 
Neighborhood Parks and Beaches     
Measure. This tax measure is a 1.5 cent 
parcel tax that will  maintain and fund 
park projects to further develop green 
space in Los Angeles County. The County 
will give priority to projects with the 
greatest regional benefits and serve the 
greatest need. This tax will be levied in 
July 2017. Funds to ci es will be          
available in July of 2018 and the         
Compe ve Grant Rounds will begin  in 
January 2019.  
 

LA County  Measure H: 

In December 2016 the LA County Board 

of Supervisors unanimously voted to put 

a quarter‐cent sales tax on the March 7th 

Ballot. This tax is es mated to raise $355 

million each year for the next ten years 

to fund the County Wide Homeless     

Ini a ve Plan. The Plan has 47 strategies 

to combat the growing crisis of         

homelessness in Los Angeles County and 

would provide on going revenue for   

services that are highlighted within the 

plan.  The SGVCOG Governing Board will 

consider taking a posi on at its February 

mee ng. For more informa on please 

visit: h p://homeless.lacounty.gov/  

Quiet Zone Mee ng: 

On January 10th, the SGVCOG hosted a 
joint mee ng with mul ple ci es along 
the Riverside and San Bernardino rail 
lines. The discussion revolved around the 
collabora on needed between ci es and 
the owners of the right away, such as 
Metro and Union Pacific to establish a 
Quiet Zone. Issues such as liability, traffic 
data, and permi ng requirements that 
ci es need to consider to establish a  
quiet zone corridor were discussed. 
There s ll remains much work by ci es to 
establish a Quiet Zone and the SGVCOG 
will host then next  mee ng on February 
8th at 2pm at City of San Dimas City Hall. 
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The San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership To Ramp Up Its Speaker Lunch 
Series For 2017 

In 2017, the San Gabriel Valley Economic  
Partnership will be hos ng a series of  
educa onal events known as Power 
Lunch 2.0.  The first of which will be on 
February 16, 2017 at 1:00 pm. 
 
This series is intended to feature high 
profile business leaders on topics of 
significance to San Gabriel Valley 
businesses. By hos ng events like this, 
the Partnership seeks to connect San 
Gabriel Valley local businesses to 
resources that support the region’s 
economy and foster economic growth. 
 
The first Power Lunch 2.0 will be 
presented by KPMG, one of America's Big 
Four accoun ng firms.  The topic  for this  
Power Lunch will be on how businesses 
can take advantage of tax credits on R&D 
and other business ac vi es. A research 
and development  (R&D) tax credit is a  
general business tax credit  for 

companies that incur R&D costs that are  
usually generally capital expenses. 
However, a company can choose to 
deduct these expenditures as current 
business expenses. 
 
The Partnership is a collabora on of 
business, local government, ins tu ons 
of higher educa on and non‐profit 
organiza ons. The Power Lunch series 
con nues the Partnership’s commitment 
to the San Gabriel Valley  by highligh ng 
the success of business leaders and 
connec ng people, companies, and 
organiza ons. 
 

The SGVCOG Adopts Homeless Policy and Work Plan 
 Beginning in August 2016, the newly 
established Homelessness Commi ee 
began discussions on the proposed 
Homelessness Work Plan and Policy to 
guide the Commi ee’s efforts. While the 
homeless numbers have decreased in the 
San Gabriel Valley, there s ll remains an 
urgent need for services to help the over 
3,100 homeless in the San Gabriel Valley. 
 
In January 2017, the SGVCOG adopted  
the Homelessness Policy and Work Plan. 
The key  ac vi es the SGVCOG will 
engage in, outlined in the Policy,  are as  
follows: 

 Proac vely engage  with the Los 
Angles Homeless Services Authority 
to ensure the annual homeless count 
is as accurate as possible so  funds 
for homeless services are equitably 
distributed county wide; 

 Explore the development of a SGV‐
wide homeless services fundraiser to 
leverage current funds; 

 Iden fy and track  successful 
programs  and services to implement 

regionally so communi es can 
combat homelessness; 

 Work  with SGV ci es to  par cipate 
in successful programs such as rapid           
re–housing to minimize how much 

me  someone is homeless; 

 Develop a regional point of contact 
master database  for be er 
coordina on among ci es and 
services; and 

 Provide  presenta ons and 
informa on to ci es on the benefits 
of Permanent Suppor ve Housing to 
be er educate local communi es. 

 
These ac vi es will help guide the COG in 
comba ng homelessness in the most 
effec ve manner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Homeless in the SGV: 

Gender 

 68% Male  

 32% Female 

 0.2% Transgender 

Ethnicity 

 44% Hispanic/La no 

 38% White 

 13% African American 

Age 

 55% between the ages of 25‐35 

 20% Between the ages of 55‐61 

 18% are below the age of 24 

Baldwin Park  Homeless Count Volunteers  
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The Alameda Corridor–East Construction Authority (ACE) and 
SGVCOG Will Host Joint A Washington, D.C. Legislative Trip 

ACE and the SGVCOG will be hosting a 
joint Washington D.C trip to  discuss 
legislative developments and concerns 
that both ACE and SGVCOG may have. 
 
This past December, ACE submitted 
applications for the Durfee Avenue and 
Montebello Corridor projects to the  
FASTLANE grant program. This trip helps 
support these recent applications as ACE 
will meet with leaders to review these 
projects. 
 
In addition, this trip will allow SGVCOG 
representatives to meet with leaders 
from the House Committee on Natural 
Resources and the Water and Power    
Sub‐Committee. These meetings will 
focus on stormwater and the impact that 
MS‐4 requirements have on member 
agencies. 
 
This trip will provide an opportunity to  
meet with representatives from the EPA 
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
discuss how the 2008 Waters of the 
United States (WOTUS) regulation may 
change given challenges in the 6th Circuit 
Court of Appeals and under the new 
administration.  
 
Currently, It is unclear how WOTUS 
applies to the L.A. flood control system, 
specifically, the cement line channels 
who’s purpose is to convey stormwater. 
A clear definition would clarify whether  
the more stringent regulations under the 
Clean Water Act applies would apply to 
the system. 
 

With this legislative trip the SGVCOG 
hopes to  convey the urgent need, at the 

federal level, to address the challenges 
SGVCOG members face in the region. 

Rendering of Durfee Avenue Railroad Crossing  when completed 
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Since 2009, the SGVCOG has served as 
the local government partner for the San 
Gabriel Valley Energy Wise Partnership 
(SGVEWP). This program is funded by the 
California Public Utilities Commission 
(CPUC) Local Government Partnerships 
Program, and is co‐managed by Southern 
California Edison (SCE) and Southern 
California Gas Company (SCG). 
 
This coming year, the Partnership will 
have a total budget of $276,000. Utilizing 
this budget, the 2017 Partnership work 
plan will focus on various activities 
including: 
 
Outreach at Community Events: The 
Partnership plans to participate in 
approximately 20 community events for 
the 2017 program year. The purpose of 
these events are to educate residents on 
the various energy efficiency programs, 
including rebate and financing programs. 
 
Residential Home Assessment Program: 
In 2015, the SGVEWP launched a 
residential home assessment program 
known as EASY. This program allows 
residents to sign‐up for an in‐home 
assessment to learn about how energy is 
being used, with the goal to inform/
identify ways to reduce energy 

consumption. For 2017, the program 
goals are to complete 70 assessments and 
give over 1000 project recommendations. 
 
2017 Energy Saving Goals: The 
Partnership will work with cities on 
developing a list of potential energy 
efficiency projects. Through the 
completion of these municipal projects, 
the Partnership plans to 
achieve electricity savings of  1,437,940 
kWh and natural gas savings of  30,000 
therms. 
 
These are just a few of the activities that 
the Partnership plans to carry out for 
2017. 

 
 

The SGV Energy Wise Partnership Adopts It’s 2017 Work Plan 

With  the passage of Measure M, the San 
Gabriel Valley will receive $3.3 billion in 
transportation funding over the next 40 
years. Metro is forming a Policy Advisory 
Council to provide comments on the 
implementation guidelines and Metro’s 
Long Range Transportation Plan. Metro 
expects this Council will be in place by 
April 2017. The SGVCOG will have two 
appointees to the Advisory Council, 
Marisa Creter, COG Assistant Executive 
Director; and Mark Christoffels, ACE CEO. 
Metro staff has begun to develop the 
Measure M guideline document to 
address all aspects of administering and 
overseeing Measure M funds. Once 
completed, they will be circulated to the 
Policy Advisory Council and other 
stakeholders for input and the draft 

Master Guidelines are expected to be 
completed by March 2017.  
The guidelines will focus on the following: 
 

 Oversight 

 Assessments and Amendments 

 Transit Operations 

 Highway and Transit Sub‐Regional 
Programs 

 State of Good Repair 

 Local Return 

 Designated Regional Programs 
  
The guideline review and outreach 
process will take place during April and 
May, and Metro staff will bring the final 
guidelines to the Metro Board for 
adoption in June 2017. 
 

Once the tax begins being collected on 
July 1, 2017, cities can expect to begin 
receiving local return funs in  Fall 2017.  
 

Metro Begins Work On Measure M Guidelines  

Category 2017 

Administra ve $32,000 

Marke ng & Outreach $49,000 

Partner Direct                  

Implementa on 

$195,000 

Combined Total Budget $276,000 

Ar n Baghkhanian at the Arcadia  Concert in the Park 
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Newsle er Editors: 
Chris an Cruz 
ccruz@sgvcog.org 
626‐457‐1800 
 
Ka e Ward 
kward@sgvcog.org 
626‐457‐1800 

Upcoming Meetings 
Wednesday, February 1, 12:00 p.m. 
City Managers Steering Commi ee 
100 S. Vincent Ave., West Covina 
 
Monday, February 6, 4:00 p.m. 
Execu ve Commi ee 
1000 S. Fremont Ave., Alhambra 
 
Wednesday, February 15, 10:00 a.m. 
Water Commi ee 
602 E. Hun ngton Dr., Monrovia 
 
Wednesday, February 15, 12:30 p.m. 
EENR 
602 E. Hun ngton Dr., Monrovia 
 
Thursday, February 16, 4:00 p.m. 
Transporta on Commi ee  
602 E. Hun ngton Dr., Monrovia 
 
Thursday, February 16, 6:00 p.m. 
Governing Board  
602 E. Hun ngton Dr., Monrovia 
 
Thursday, February 23, 12:30 p.m. 
Homelessness Commi ee 
602 E. Hun ngton Dr., Monrovia 
 
 
 
 

 
Bonelli Park San Dimas 


