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Denis Bertone, Vice Chair 
 

AGENDA 

December 14th, 2011 
8:30 a.m. 

 
Monrovia Public Works Yard 

600 S. Mountain Ave 
Monrovia, CA  

Please park in the rear of the building in the southeast corner along the wash  
 

1.0 Preliminary Business 
1.1     Call to Order 
1.2     Self-Introductions 

2.0 Public Communications 
3.0 Consent Items 

3.1    November 2nd Meeting Minutes (Page 1) 
3.2     Correspondence (Page 3) 

4.0 Discussion Items (It is anticipated that the EENR Committee may take action on the following matters:) 

4.1 Update on CPUC Filings Related to Local Government Partnerships and Local 
Government Sustainable Energy Coalition (Page 16) 
 Howard Choy, General Manager, Office of Sustainability, LA County 

4.2 Watershed Coordinator – End of Grant Presentation (Page 18) 
 Rob Romanek, Watershed Coordinator  

4.3 Climate Change and Energy Working Group 
4.4 Open Space Working Group 

i. COG Bike Ride 
4.5 Solid Waste Working Group 

i. CalRecycle HHW Grant 
ii. Solid Waste Forum Update (Page 19) 

4.6 Water Resources Working Group 
4.7 Upcoming Goals and Objectives for Strategic Plan (Page 20) 

5.0 Items for Future Meetings 
6.0 Set next meeting date 
7.0 Adjournment 

 
PLEASE RSVP BY PHONE OR E-MAIL: sgv@sgvcog.org or (626) 457-1800 

Note: City Clerks please post this agenda. 
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 Energy, Environment, and Natural Resources Committee 

Sam Pedroza, Chair 
Denis Bertone, Vice Chair 

 
MINUTES 

Wednesday, November 2nd, 2011 
1:00 pm 

 
Monrovia Public Works Yard 

600 S. Mountain Ave 
Monrovia, CA  

 
1.0 Preliminary Business 

1.1     Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 1:10 pm. 

1.2     Self-Introductions 
The following individuals were in attendance: 

S. Pedroza Claremont 
H. Maloney Monrovia 
M. Lutz  Monrovia 
M. Clark Rosemead (phone) 
D. Bertone San Dimas 
C. Cassavan San Fernando Valley Green Team 
P. Moeller San Fernando Valley Green Team  
N. Walsh Sierra Madre 
M. Stanley RMC 
M. Cacciotti South Pasadena 
C. Sims  SGVCOG staff 

2.0 Public Communications 
3.0 Consent Items 

3.1 September 19th Meeting minutes 
3.2  Correspondence 

There was a motion to approve the consent calendar (M/S/C: Bertone, Walsh, 
Unanimous). 

4.0 Discussion Items 
4.1 County of Los Angeles Water Quality Initiative Draft Ordinance Presentation 

P. Doudar from LA County presented on the new draft of the Water Quality 
Initiative Ordinance that had been released.  The Ordinance, which seeks long-
term funding for improving water quality by implementing a parcel fee, requires a 
vote by property owners, which is currently expected for August 2012.  The 
Committee discussed whether to bring a recommendation to the Governing Board.  The 
Committee ultimately decided to wait until the Ordinance was complete before 
agendizing it at the Governing Board meeting.   

4.2 San Fernando Valley Green Team Presentation  
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 C. Cassavan and P. Moeller gave a presentation about the San Fernando Valley  Green 
Team.  In the presentation, they explained the organization’s mission,  function, and 
organization structure.  They asked the Committee to contact them  if the COG was 
interested in setting up something like this.        

4.3 Climate Change and Energy Working Group 
4.4 Open Space Working Group 

 D. Bertone reported that the National Forest Service had been holding community 
meetings to discuss creating a National Recreation area in the San Gabriel Valley.  At the 
community meetings, which had been well attended, attendees prioritized the different 
alternatives that were presented.   

4.5 Solid Waste Working Group 
i. CalRecycle HHW Grant 

Staff reported that six LED Holiday Light Exchanges would be held in the San 
Gabriel Valley during November and December.  At these events, SCE customers 
can exchange a strand of holiday lights for a strand of energy efficient LED holiday 
lights.   
Staff also reported that the San Gabriel Valley Energy Wise Partnership Awards 
Luncheon would be held on Tuesday, December 6th.  At the event, cities that have 
shown achievement and commitment to energy efficiency will be recognized.   

ii. Solid Waste Forum Update 
S. Pedroza reported that the Solid Waste Forum would be held on January 23rd.  This 
forum will include a number of presenters and will allow cities to get updates from 
groups other than haulers.   

4.6 Water Resources Working Group 
The Water Resources Working Group chair reported that H. Maloney, staff at the City of 
Monrovia  

i. Watershed Coordinator 
The Watershed Coordinator was absent, so M. Stanley, Executive Director of the Rivers 
and Mountains Conservancy, updated the group on some of the happenings at the 
Conservancy.  As reported in the Watershed Coordinator report, SGVCOG staff also 
indicated that the final County of Los Angeles Master Bike Plan had been released and 
that the San Jose Creek Bike Trail had moved up to number two on the Project Priority 
List.    

4.7 Goals & Objectives 
 The Committee is on track with its new goals and objectives.   

5.0 Items for Future Meetings 
The Committee discussed having a presentation about the Local Government Sustainable Energy 
Coalition from Howard Choy from LA County.  The Coalition is a membership-based organization 
which brings together local governments to provide representation at the California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC).  The Committee also discussed planning a COG-wide bike ride through the 
cities of the San Gabriel Valley.  The Chair also recommended a brief presentation from Mark 
Stanley, the new Executive Director of the Rivers and Mountains Conservancy, to provide an update 
about the new happenings at the Conservancy.    

6.0 Set next meeting date 
COG staff will send out an email to determine availability for a November/December EENR meeting.   

7.0 Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m.  
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By Steve Scauzillo, Staff Writer

Posted: 11/10/2011 04:34:29 PM PST

ROSEMEAD - Local water agencies completed a
2-mile pipeline extension Thursday under
Walnut Grove Avenue that will deliver recycled
water to corporate clients and school districts for
landscaping of grounds, medians and ball fields.

The $3.2 million Rosemead pipeline will save
enough water to supply 10,000 families for a
year.

The water originates at the Los Angeles County
Sanitation Districts' water treatment facility in
North Whittier. The wastewater is treated to high
levels that make it safe enough for landscaping
and industry and then sent though the pipeline
to users. Separate pipes are required because
water districts cannot mix recycled water with
potable water.

The end users will include: Southern California
Edison, to irrigate the grounds of its h
eadquarters; Panda Express's corporate facility;
the Walmart in Rosemead; University of the
West; Sunshine Wholesale Nursery; Zapopan Park
and Jess Gonzalez Sports Park both in Rosemead;
Willard Elementary School, Sanchez Elementary
School, Rise Elementary School and Temple
Intermediate School. The schools are part of the
Garvey School District.

The pipeline was partially funded by the Upper
San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District.
General manager Shane Chapman said recycled
water is safe for use on ball fields, street
medians, golf courses, cemeteries, corporate
grounds and industrial uses. Some is also
injected back into the ground water to mix with
other water. "It goes through

a rigorous process of inspection," he said.

San Gabriel Valley Water Co. said using recycled
water at the expansive SCE headquarters on
Walnut Grove Avenue will save more than 7
million gallons of drinking water per year. When
customers use recycled water for landscaping
and industrial purposes, water agencies can buy
less imported potable water and save money.

"Our costs for treated imported water is nearing
$1,000 per acre foot. We're delivering this
(recycled) water for less than $600 an acre foot,"
Chapman said. An acre-foot of water is the
amount of water a family of four uses in about
one year.

Local water companies are increasingly turning
to this newer water source for nondrinking uses.
"Our customers win because we avoid using
expensive imported water, and that keeps
everyone's costs down," said Michael Whitehead,
executive officer of San Gabriel Valley Water Co.

Panda Express will shave between 10 percent
and 15 percent off the cost of watering their
grounds in Rosemead, Chapman said.

Upper District contributed $2.6 million to the
project and $600,000 came from the 2009
federal stimulus.
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The project created 105 construction jobs,
according to the Upper District.

The district will finish two more pipeline
extensions in West Covina by late Spring 2012,
Chapman said.

"Recycled water is the San Gabriel Valley's
solution to reducing its dependence on imported
water, which has become increasingly
expensive," Chapman said.

steve.scauzillo@sgvn.com

626-962-8811 ext. 2237
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Regional conservancy  
proposes a 22-mile bike  
lane through the Valley  
 

 By Steve Scauzillo, Staff Writer 
 
Posted: 11/14/2011 03:04:20 AM PST 

Most bicycle aficionados point out that dedicated  
bike lanes in the San Gabriel Valley go north and  
south, such as the popular San Gabriel and Rio  
Hondo river bikeways.  
 
But when bike riders want to travel east and  
west, they are out of luck. Usually, they end up  
riding on the busy boulevards shoulder to  
shoulder with trucks and cars.  
 
Fixing that reality has recently been made a  
priority by regional transportation planners.  
 
The north-south bias was recognized nearly a  
decade ago by the former executive officer of  
the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers  
and Mountains Conservancy (RMC), Belinda  
Faustinos. She and Sam Pedroza, the mayor of  
Claremont and the chair of the Energy and  
Natural Resources Committee of the San Gabriel  
Valley Council of Governments (COG), began  
planning an east-west bike trail back in 2003  
that would stretch 22 miles from Claremont  
through Thompson Creek, touching the south  
end of the Fairplex, crossing the 10 Freeway and  
largely picking up an east-west bearing as a  
paved lane along San Jose Creek.  
 
The San Jose Creek/Thompson Creek Bike Trail  
would roughly parallel the 60 Freeway, a mile or  
so north.  
 
If funded, the bike trail would be built not just  
for recreation, Pedroza insists, but would serve  
as a non-vehicular commuter route for  
thousands of people who work in warehouses,  

factories, car dealers, restaurants and offices  
along the east-west industrial corridor of the  
San Gabriel Valley.  
 
"It  
 
would help us continue to make cycling as a  
viable transportation option," Pedroza said.  
"Cycling is not only for recreation but for  
commuting."  
 
To make this bike lane a reality, Pedroza began  
working with the new RMC executive officer,  
Mark Stanley, and Rob Romanek, project  
manager with the Watershed Conservation  
Authority, an arm of the RMC.  
 
Stanley's background is in transportation, having  
worked for Foothill Transit before coming to the  
conservancy.  
 
"It would be a good east-west transportation  
corridor," Stanley said, one that could continue  
west of the 605 into downtown Los Angeles.  
 
There are two main obstacles for such a  
groundbreaking project. First, it takes money.  
 
Romanek has applied for a $477,260 grant from  
the state agency managing funding from Prop.  
84, an environmental ballot measure passed by  

advertisement
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voters in 2006. The funds would be used for a  
feasibility study - a crucial next step.  
 
The RMC would not put a total price tag on the  
project, saying the designs are too preliminary.  
But the bulk of the cost would go for bridges or  
underpasses, so bike riders don't have to exit  
onto roads with traffic.  
 
The other big problem is competing  
bureaucracies.  
 
Pedroza, who represents the COG, has seen  
interest from Claremont, Covina, West Covina, La  
Puente, Walnut and Industry. West Covina and La  
Puente have suggested an additional bike lane  
through their cities to pick up dense residential  
areas, in addition to commercial and industrial  
Industry.  
 
"As far as building a bike trail, it's just pavement  
and striping," Pedroza said. "The right-of-way is  
there. It is a matter of working in the  
bureaucracy so say, county Flood Control buys  
into it."  
 
Romanek has that one covered, too.  
 
A February 2010 draft of the Los Angeles County  
Bicycle Plan listed the project as 47th out of 47  
projects, the least important one in the East San  
Gabriel Valley planning area. Romanek disagreed  
and began talking to county planners. He even  
solicited local cities to support the east-west  
bike trail.  
 
When the new county bicycle plan was released  
in October 2011, the project had jumped to No.  
2. It is now the second-highest rated project out  
of 58 projects, he said.  
 
"I told you this story had a happy ending," Stanley  
remarked. Being part of the plan and so high up  
on the list means it's much more likely to get  
funded, Romanek said.  
 
"It's a good sign. A good sign, but it's not money,"  

 

 

Stanley said.  
 
There's another obstacle. A regional  
transportation plan calls for a double-decker  
truck lane along San Jose Creek. It may be a  
competing proposal. Or not.  
 
"I don't know if anyone has looked if they could  
both be there," Romanek said.  
 
Pedroza said Industry, which supports a  
dedicated truck lane for moving goods more  
quickly to its warehouses, indicated there still  
would be room for the east-west bike lane.  
 
steve.scauzillo@sgvn.com
 
twitter.com/stevscaz
 
626-962-8811 ext. 2237  
 

advertisement

Page 6 of 21



Juliette Funes, Staff Writer

Posted: 11/21/2011 07:18:30 PM PST

Solar projects are becoming more common in public
schools and cities, including a $151,000, 110-
photovoltaic solar panel power system, above, that
was recently completed at Baldwin Park's Esther Snyder
Community Center. (Walt Mancini Staff Photographer)

Government agencies, cities and school districts
in the San Gabriel Valley are looking more and
more toward harnessing the sun's energy to
power their facilities and save them some much-
needed funds.

The most recent public agencies to embrace the
concept of going green to save money and take
steps toward sustainability include the city of
Baldwin Park and Bassett Unified School District,
both of which have big plans for their new solar
projects.

Baldwin Park recently completed a $151,000,
110-photovoltaic solar panel power system at
the Esther Snyder Community Center, 4100

Baldwin Park Blvd., expected to offset close to
10 percent of the center's electricity usage.

"Savings is always a good thing," Community
Development Manager Marc Castagnola said.
"But really what we're trying to do is promote the
green idea to residents that ... solar power and
sustainability can be achieved."

Beginning a larger new green venture, Bassett
Unified School District earlier this month held a
groundbreaking for a 1.35 megawatt solar
project that will power five school sites and the
district office, and save the district more than
$7.5 million in energy costs over the next 25
years, officials estimate.

The project is being built in partnership with
Evergreen Energy Solutions, which will construct,
operate and maintain the systems at Bassett
High School, Torch Middle School, Edgewood
Academy, Don Julian Elementary, Sunkist
Elementary and the district office.

The solar panels will be built on roofs and
parking structures.

"We've put a lot of time and effort into that,"
Superintendent Martin Galindo said. "It's a win-
win for us, the company and the community."
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Evergreen Energy will also promote energy
awareness, as well as solar-related career
development in the district.

California currently leads the nation with the
most solar projects, with solar use among g
overnment agencies steadily growing since
2007, according to Andrew Kotch, spokesman for
the California Public Utilities Commission.

"I think as in all facilities who want to go solar,
whether it's residential or government, obviously
they're looking to have an impact on their energy
bills by bringing them down with the use of
alternate energy sources," Kotch said.

Many agencies have taken advantage of federal
stimulus programs and energy rebates from the
California Solar Initiative, a $2.8 billion state
program that provides incentives toward solar
development over 11 years.

Since the program's inception in 2006, about 640
government entities statewide have received
funding for their projects.

"We have people who want to take advantage of
the program while it's is still up and running,"
Kotch said.

In the Southern California Edison region, 164
government agencies have received funding
through the program, including Baldwin Park
Unified School District and Temple City Unified
School District.

Baldwin Park Unified in March completed a $25
million solar energy project projected to save the
district about $1 million annually and pay for
itself over the course of 25 years.

Temple City Unified earlier this year partnered
with Chevron to launch an $8 million solar power
project to power Temple City High School and
save the district about $800,000 a year after
construction costs are paid off, officials said.

On the municipal side, Glendora and Industry
have also pursued energy projects, including a
solar panel installation to power Glendora Teen
Center, and a $2.6 million solar-generating
carport project at Industry's Metrolink station.

"I think it's the way of the future being less
dependent on traditional energy sources and
being more efficient on promoting new
technologies," Baldwin Park's Castagnola said. "I
think as a city, we want to show leadership and
help residents become familiar with this
technology and its benefits."

juliette.funes@sgvn.com
626-962-8811, ext. 2446
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ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM CALIFORNIA AND BEYOND

CO2 sensitivity possibly less than most extreme projections
November 25, 2011 |  3:23 pm

A new study in the journal Science suggests that the global climate may be less sensitive to carbon dioxide fluctuations than predicted by the most extreme

projections, and maybe slightly less than the best estimates of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

Andreas Schmittner, a climate scientist at Oregon State University in Corvallis, Ore., and lead author on the new study, notes that, while man-made global

warming is happening and tiny changes in global average temperatures can have huge and deleterious effects, the atmosphere may not be as sensitive to carbon

dioxide change as has been reported.

“We used paleoclimate data to look at climate sensitivity to CO2 doubling in the atmosphere, and we are coming up with a somewhat lower value,” says

Schmittner.

A 2007 IPCC report addressed the climate sensitivity to carbon dioxide, estimating that air near the surface of the earth would warm 2 to 4.5 degrees Celsius

with a doubling of atmospheric carbon dioxide from pre-Industrial (pre-1850) standards. The mean value of that estimate was 3.0 degrees. Thus, if the amount

of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere doubled from the amount in 1850, we’d expect a 3 degree C rise in temperature.

Schmittner’s study, however, took a longer view.

“We looked at the paleoclimatic record from the Last Glacial Maximum, which was 19,000-23,000 years before the present. At that time, the planet was much

colder than today: There were huge ice sheets over Canada and Northern Europe; the sea levels were much lower, 120 meters lower than today; and C02 levels

were also lower, were at 185 ppm. Other greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere were also lower, and there was more dust in the atmosphere,” he

said.

Researchers involved with this study compiled large data sets of land and ocean surface temperature reconstructions from that Last Glacial Maximum, when

the last ice age was at its peak, and then ran them through the climate models they’ve been using for years, inserting a range of sensitivity numbers from near

zero degrees to as high as 8 degrees. Their results showed that temperatures didn’t change as much as would be predicted using the most dire sensitivity

numbers. Some independent studies have suggested that carbon dioxide sensitivity might be 10 degrees or higher.

“In fact, a climate sensitivity of more than 6 [degrees] would completely freeze over the planet,” Schmittner pointed out, referring to the ice age. Which, of

course, didn’t happen. The ice sheets and glaciation only reached so far toward the equator and then stopped. “So, from that observation alone that it was pretty

clear to me that those high climate sensitivities are out of the question, as they are virtually impossible.”

“The best-fitting models had a climate sensitivity of about 2.3-2.4. So that is slightly less than the IPCC best estimate of 3.”

Applying those findings to the future atmosphere, a doubling of carbon dioxide from 1850 levels might mean a rise of 2.4 degrees, rather than 10 or more.

Schmittner points out, however, that there are uncertainties associated with the climate modeling he was using. For instance, the study was unable to take into

ENVIRONMENT

CO2 sensitivity possibly less than most extreme projections - latimes.com http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/greenspace/2011/11/co2-sensitivity-possi...

1 of 2 12/8/2011 8:25 AM

Page 9 of 21



FROM AROUND THE WEB

 

account changes in clouds on the absorption on sunlight. He expects that the range of climate sensitivities found by the study would expand if cloud changes

could be figured in.

Still, Schmittner notes, tiny numbers mean enormous changes. “The temperature reconstructions, they hold a cautionary tale for us,” he says, commenting that

even with glaciers covering much of the earth, the ocean temp only went up 2 degrees C.

“If we look at model projections for the future, that suggests temperature changes on the global average of 2-4 degrees are possible. Now, that’s in the similar

range to what we had between the Last Glacial Maximum and today. These numbers sound small, but some regions change very dramatically.”

RELATED:

NOAA greenhouse gas index climbs

Greenhouse gases, water vapor and you

Doug Brinkley, Rep. Don Young squabble over Arctic refuge

-- Dean Kuipers

Photo: A coal-burning power station located next to a lake on the outskirts of Beijing. A new study suggests that the global climate may be slightly less

sensitive to carbon dioxide in the atmosphere than previously believed, and much less sensitive than the most extreme projections. Credit: David Gray /

Reuters
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ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM CALIFORNIA AND BEYOND

Illinois sequestration project is first in U.S. for man-made CO2
November 30, 2011 |  6:59 pm

A demonstration project in Illinois is the first in the U.S. to begin pumping over a million metric tons of man-made liquid CO2 into permanent underground

storage. The Midwest Geological Sequestration Consortium announced this week that its project in Decatur, Ill., had begun injecting carbon dioxide into

sandstone formations 7,000 feet below ground.

Carbon dioxide capture and sequestration is a key strategy for combating the industrial emissions that contribute to global warming. In this case, the carbon

dioxide is a byproduct of ethanol production in a nearby plant run by Archer Daniels Midland. The project is a joint project by the Illinois State Geological

Survey (ISGS) of the Prairie Research Institute, ADM and the U.S. Department of Energy Office of Fossil Energy.

Robert J. Finley, leader of the project and director of the Advanced Energy Technology Initiative at the ISGS at the University of Illinois, was excited to talk

about it, saying: “In the Midwest, and specifically here in Illinois, we’re beginning to document that the geology is very suitable for the storage of carbon. The

production of biofuels from crop products can be a very effective way to reduce the carbon footprint of our liquid fuels because you’re taking that liquid CO2

and putting it in the ground.”

Making ethanol, then, becomes a carbon pump. Plants such as corn fix CO2 that is taken from the air. Then, during the production of ethanol for fuel, the CO2

is released and captured, dehydrated and compressed into a liquid, then run through a short pipeline and directly into the ground.

Finley points out that, as a demonstration project, working with an ethanol plant has distinct advantages. With a coal-fired power plant, for example, much of

the expense of a sequestration project involves separating the CO2 from the other gases in the smokestack emissions, which are about 12% to 14% carbon

dioxide. The fermentation tanks in ethanol production, however, produce about 99.9% carbon dioxide, which is then easily gathered at low cost at the rate of

about 1,000 metric tons per day.

“The research that we’re doing is very much on the subsurface geologic environment, to make sure that we can do this safely and effectively, and that we can

monitor the CO2,” says Finley. “So we’re using our research dollars to answer these important questions about safety and effectiveness, and we don’t have to

use our Department of Energy-funded dollars to just try to get our flow of CO2.”

The Illinois project is one of seven regional partnerships studying sequestration around the country, and the first to use a man-made CO2 source. The project

takes advantage of the massive Mt. Simon Sandstone, which is below several layers of shale that serve as a cap to keep the liquid in place. The storage capacity

of Mt. Simon is estimated at 11 to 151 billion metric tons.

Establishing that million-metric ton projects are feasible is important because a medium-sized 500 MW coal-fired power plant produces about 3 million

metric tons of CO2 per year, and are a key target for sequestration projects.

Finley points out that the Decatur project is not related to the troubled FutureGen project, which sought to build an advanced coal-to-gas power plant in Illinois

and sequester its emissions, then was revised to refit a Meredosia plant after Obama took office. That project has been plagued by cost overruns, and major

partners have pulled out at various points of the project. He does say, however, that some of the technology that would be used to do that sequestration, and the
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actual sandstone formation used, would be the same.

The Decatur experiment is expected to continue injecting CO2 for the next three years, and has drawn significant interest from other scientists and industrial

concerns around the world.

[For the record, Dec 2, 2011, 11:45 AM: This post has been corrected. The photograph and photographer were miscredited, and the original text failed to

identify the Illinois State Geological Survey of the Prairie Research Institute as a partner in the consortium.]

RELATED:

UN Durban climate conference wrangles funds for poor countries

Brown cloud might be intensifying storms over the Indian Ocean

Obama proposes CO2 regulations

-- Dean Kuipers

Photo: The Midwest Geological Sequestration Consortium verification well in Decatur, Ill. The project is the first to sequester 1 million metric tons of

man-made CO2 in limestone formations below ground. Credit: Daniel Byers for the Midwest Geological Sequestration Consortium
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patent in Canada but they denied it and stole the process. I wish they would acknowledge me for my
contribution.

Reply ·  · Like · December 1 at 5:35am1

Robert Williams · Edward Waters College

You're a black man in America.....

Reply · Like · December 1 at 8:02am

Illinois sequestration project is first in U.S. for man-made CO2 - latimes.com http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/greenspace/2011/11/illinois-sequestration...
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latimes.com/news/local/la-me-arboretum-20111206,0,7895272.story

The powerful storm that ravaged parts of the Southland did severe damage to the
county-owned garden. It was indeed an ill wind, but it did some good.

By Joe Mozingo, Los Angeles Times

December 6, 2011

The old tree trimming chief walked amid the stumps and shattered timber, taking stock of his "children."

Ralph Gutierrez, 76, worked at the Los Angeles County Arboretum & Botanic Garden for nearly a quarter
century, retiring in 1993. He climbed many of the trees himself as a trimmer and grew attached to the
magnificent ones, the ones that gave him a thrill, like the 90-foot blue gum eucalyptus next to E.J. "Lucky"
Baldwin's cottage on the lake.

"We had an aerial lift that went up 30 feet," he said as he surveyed the damage. "I still had 60 more feet to
climb."

PHOTOS: Santa Ana wind damage

The first thing Gutierrez asked when he arrived Monday was whether the eucalyptus — about 140 years old
and one of the first arrivals of the Australian tree now ubiquitous in California — survived the windstorm last
week.

It did.

But so many did not.

The rolling gardens, with duck ponds and glades set among lush stands of trees from around the world, lay in
a jagged, splintery mess. Trunks had snapped in half. Boughs as heavy as cars sheered off like bird wishbones.
A spiny gray brush of dead branches and leaves covered the once-pristinely manicured grounds.

The wind that laid waste to many of the region's stateliest trees struck at its arboreal heart in Arcadia.
Hundreds of trees were severely damaged or destroyed, altering the very landscape of one of the country's
largest botanical gardens, a living museum that is home to more than 10,000 types of plants.

Botanists began an inventory of the boot-shaped property, about a mile long from top to toe, to see how many
of its trees were lost when the Santa Ana winds howled out of the San Gabriel Mountains last Wednesday
night. Arboretum executives were already planning to launch the "largest tree planting campaign" since the
park's founding.

"To the people who know the arboretum, the landscape has been reshaped," said Richard Schulhof, chief
executive officer of the arboretum and botanical garden.

L.A. County Arboretum's fallen trees open a door to the future - latimes.com http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-arboretum-20111206,0,46462...

1 of 3 12/8/2011 8:19 AM
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He pointed to a stand of giant birds of paradise lying flat on the ground.

"Look at this, it looks like South Florida a few years back after a hurricane."

But even as he lamented the widespread loss of plant life, he was brimming with enthusiasm over new
opportunities.

"This is the moment we envision the future of the tree collection."

He said some sections of the 127-acre garden would be replanted as they were but that others, notably the
section of Australian plants, would be reconfigured to focus more on environmentally sound landscaping and
to showcase "the best plants for our region and community."

"A big part of our future will be showing how people can create landscaping in harmony with Southern
California."

An immense amount of work lies ahead.

Broken limbs still hung perilously in the shredded canopy. Staff had not even reached some spots. One
horticultural supervisor joked with Schulhof that the debris was so thick "it was like walking through
chaparral."

But L.A. County brush clearance crews and arboretum staff were making steady progress with chain saws.
All of the debris will be shredded into mulch and returned to the soil on-site.

Schulhof said he expects it to take a week or two to remove hazards and clear enough debris to open a small
part of the park near the entrance. The rest may remain closed for many more weeks.

The Australia section at the north end of the park took the brunt of the damage. Superintendent Timothy
Phillips said 40 trees were destroyed in a 10-acre parcel. The fig collection and prehistoric forest were also
hard hit. Staffers came up with a rough estimate on Monday that 300 trees were destroyed, but they had
closely assessed only 35 acres and had barely begun to look at smaller plants buried in debris.

Some areas were less affected. A spectacular grove of Engelmann oaks growing down a south-facing slope
survived with little damage. Gangly Mexican fan palms craning nearly 150 feet into the sky just bowed with
the wind and endured.

Big elephantine ficus stayed stiff, then snapped.

"We were lucky in one sense that the ground was dry. If we had heavy rains and wet ground, a lot more trees
would have toppled," Schulhof said.

"One of the fascinating questions is how trees recover from this. We'll be seeing all types of regeneration."

The arboretum was founded in 1947 on the site of the late Baldwin's homestead next to the Santa Anita Park
racetrack.

"The initial vision was a collection of trees that would help beautify Los Angeles, trees that could be
recommended to the nursery industry to grow in this climate," Schulhof said.

L.A. County Arboretum's fallen trees open a door to the future - latimes.com http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-arboretum-20111206,0,46462...
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"So much of what we have today was largely shaped by generations before."

He said the new planting would focus more on education, noting that 15,000 students come through the
arboretum every year. Last winter and spring, after various community meetings and surveys, the arboretum
board developed a strategic plan that focused more on using plants suitable for the climate, whether they be
native or from similar Mediterranean climates. One feature would be a new garden for growing food in "urban
landscapes." Another would show alternatives to water guzzling lawns.

Now there is more room to implement the plan.

"These new open spaces are great opportunities for planting," Phillips said. "We can really enhance our
collections."

The arboretum, which is funded by L.A. County and its own foundation, launched an effort on its website,
arborterum.org, to raise funds to replant the trees.

PHOTOS: Santa Ana wind damage

joe.mozingo@latimes.com

Copyright © 2011, Los Angeles Times

L.A. County Arboretum's fallen trees open a door to the future - latimes.com http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-arboretum-20111206,0,46462...

3 of 3 12/8/2011 8:19 AM

Page 15 of 21



More sustainable energy...
energy e!ciency

renewable energy 
climate action

Local
Government

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 
Coalition

Membership Bene!ts

Representation before State agencies 
on critical ma"ers

Regulatory #lings 

Timely brie#ngs and discussions 
on urgent issues

 Analysis of proposed 
regulations and legislation

Members-only website

Conferences and webinars 

eNewsle"er and alerts

Leadership in forging long-term strategies

Contact Us

Jody London
Consultant

jody@lgsec.org
510-459-0667

Howard Choy 
General Manager

 County O!ce of Sustainability 
Los Angeles County

hchoy@isd.lacounty.gov
323-267-2006

website 
www.lgsec.org
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Learn from the experts and each other

"e Local Government Sustainable Energy Coalition 
actively creates opportunities for members to share 
their most successful strategies and programs, leveraging 
local successes for statewide impact. We host brie#ngs, 
conference calls, webinars, an online showcase of local 
projects and other ways members can learn from each 
other. Our quarterly meetings always feature a tutorial 
from one of our members about how they are 
addressing a particular issue. 

Structure and Governance
 
"e Local Government Sustainable Energy Coalition 
is structured as an unincorporated association of local 
public entities whose membership, bene#ts and 
responsibilities are governed by the terms of a 
Memorandum of Understanding and a set of Bylaws. 
"e Bylaws de#ne two types of membership and the 
speci#c bene#ts and dues for each type. "e Bylaws 
also de#ne the roles, responsibilities and composition 
of a Governing Board, which guides and directs the 
Coalition’s activities. "e organization meets regularly 
in various California locations and by phone. 

Learn more about how the Local Government 
Sustainable Energy Coalition can help cut your energy 
costs and advance your community’s sustainable 
energy goals:   

www.lgsec.org

More sustainable energy for 
California communities 

California leads the nation in energy policy and climate 
action – from renewable por$olio standards to green-
house gas targets. Cities and counties provide crucial lead-
ership and on-the-ground action to bring more sustainable 
energy to our communities. In the complex world of 
energy regulation, the Local Government Sustainable 
Energy Coalition provides local governments with expert 
analysis and leadership on crucial ma%ers. 

"e organization unites California 
cities and counties to:
      Reduce energy costs.
      Shape policy.
      Leverage best practices.
      Stay informed and educated.
      Speak with one voice.
      Develop long-term strategies.
      Bring more sustainable energy to their communities.

Formed in 2007, the Local Government Sustainable 
Energy Coalition makes decisive contributions in the 
areas of energy e!ciency, renewable energy and 
climate action to support their communities’ dedication 
to a sustainable future. 

A leading voice on energy 
and climate policy 

"e Coalition’s sta& closely monitors proceedings 
of the California Public Utilities Commission, the 
California Energy Commission and the California 
Air Resources Board, and submits formal comments 
on issues that ma%er to the Coalition’s members. 
No other group has a regular presence at the 
implementation level with all these key regulatory 
agencies. When state laws and policies are converted 
into speci#c regulations and programs, only the Local 
Government Sustainable Energy Coalition is there 
to provide a local government perspective and 
identify emerging problems.

It would be challenging for any single city or county 
to achieve this level of representation and innovation 
alone, but pooling resources we are able to in'uence 
outcomes. As a united force, we can leverage each 
person’s time and expertise e!ciently and achieve far 
more together than any local government could alone.

What is “sustainable energy”? 

Managing today’s energy uses and 
resources in ways that protect the earth’s 
capacity – and the community’s ability – 
to meet the needs of future generations.

Local
Government

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 
Coalition
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Watershed Conservation Authority 
 

Memorandum   
 
Date: December 7, 2011 

To: Energy, Environment, and Natural Resources Committee   

From: Rob Romanek, Watershed Coordinator 

Subject:  Watershed Coordinator Program Update  

 
Implementation of the watershed coordinator work plan is coming to an end. Since the last meeting 
of the EENR Committee the Watershed Coordinators have been working to finish up several tasks 
as the end of the watershed coordinator grant from the Department of Conservation approaches on 
Dec 31st.  Some of these final tasks include:  
 

 A report outlining focus areas for open space preservation efforts / acquisitions. The report 
will include maps that identify keep areas for protection including areas to preserve for 
wildlife movement / wildlife corridors. Specific parcels deemed ‘high priority’ for acquisition / 
preservation will not be included in the report, but a database is being developed for the 
purpose of coordinating efforts with other local agencies, where appropriate.  

 A comprehensive list of open space funding sources. 
 A ‘living lightly calendar’ and sustainable landscaping workshop for local residence. Both the 

calendar and workshops are task being completed by the Council for Watershed Health. The 
calendar is set to be completed this month while the workshop will take place in January.  

 A report outlining the opportunities for a complete watershed interpretation / education 
network which will include a regional discovery center, local nature centers, and interpretive 
signage as key watershed destinations and landmarks.  

Moving forward, over the next six months, the Watershed Conservation Authority has additional 
funding from the RMC to continue some watershed coordinator activities. The following activates are 
proposed to continue into 2012 with this additional funding:   
 

 Continued participation in regional collaborative groups including the EENR Committee, 
Water Resources Working Group, and the Upper San Gabriel and Rio Hondo IRWMP Sub-
Committee.  

 Ongoing involvement in the development of a continuous San Jose Creek / Thompson Creek 
Trail. 

 Development of business partnerships with local plant nurseries with the goal of increasing 
availability of native watershed appropriate plants for landscaping and restoration activates.  

 Develop partnerships and leverage funding for open space protection and development. 
 Development of a GIS based trail signage database. 

A further update will be provided at the EENR Committee meeting.  
 
Contact information: Rob Romanek, Watershed Coordinator at 626.815.1019 x108 or 
Rromanek@wca.ca.gov. 
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SAVE THE DATE

Monday, January 23rd

9:00 am —1:00 pm

Los Angeles County Sanitati on Districts
Administrati ve Offi  ce

1955 Workman Mill Road
Whitti  er, CA 90601

The Future of Solid Waste 
Management Forum

Please RSVP by January 13th  
(626) 457-1800

gblanche@sgvcog.org

The San Gabriel Valley Council 
of Governments Presents…

Please  join us to  hear about the latest updates in the solid waste industry and the challenges 
that the San Gabriel Valley citi es will face, as well as a tour of solid waste faciliti es.
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Six-Month Strategic Objectives
July 27, 2011 - February 1, 2012

Three-Year Goal:  Develop and Implement Regional Solutions and Partnerships for The Environment

Exhibit 1
Page 5 of 5.

Done On Target Revised
Within in two months of 
selection

Denis Bertone Introduce the new RMC Executive Director to 
the COG Board and the San Gabriel Valley 
stakeholders.

This item was completed at the September 
Governing Board meeting.  

October 31, 2011 Executive Director Identify needs and provide assistance to MS4 
Permit Coordination Group in an effort to 
develop an achievable, fundable MS4 Permit.

This item was discussed at the City Managers 
and Public Works TAC meetings in September 
and has been agendized for the Public Works 
TAC meeting in October and the City Managers 
meeting in November.

This item was agendized at the November 
Governing Board meeting, the Governing Board 
voted unianimously to approve staff to initiate 
the public procurement process and send out a 
request to each jurisdiction and Los Angeles 
Co nt for this f ndingDecember 1, 2011 Solid Waste Working Group 

(Sam Pedroza - lead)
Update the Governing Board and member cities 
on the impact of the closure of Puente Hills.

The Solid Waste Working Group has scheduled 
a forum with waste haulers and the LACSD to 
discuss this issue.

This forum is scheduled for January 23, 2012.

February 1, 2012 Energy Working Group Market rebates from Energy Upgrade California 
and funding opportunities from PACE.

Staff continues to participate in community 
events to promote the program and has 
scheduled additional events.

February 1, 2012 Water Resources Working Group 
(Mary Ann Lutz - lead)

Present to the Governing Board for action a 
water project priority list.

The Water Resources Working Group continues 
to identify and prioritize water projects in the 
San Gabriel Valley.  

When Who What Status Comments
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San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments 
1000 S. Fremont Ave., Unit 42, Bldg A10,  Alhambra, CA 91803 Phone: (626) 457-1118 FAX: (626) 457-1285  E-Mail SGV@sgvcog.org 

 

 

Date:  December 8, 2011 

To:   Energy, Environment and Natural Resources Committee 

From:   Nicholas T. Conway, Executive Director 

Re:   January - June 2012 Strategic Plan: Draft EENR Objectives 

Recommended Action: 
Review the suggestions for EENR Committee objectives related to the environment, and develop 
additional recommendations as necessary. 

Overview: 
On Saturday, January 28th, the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments (SGVCOG) will host 
its semi-annual strategic planning.  The following is a list of potential objectives for the coming 
six-month period: 

Air Quality 
 Continue to provide updates on SB 375 and AB 32 

 
Energy 

 Present update to Governing Board regarding SCE CEESP Grant. 
 Oversee San Gabriel Valley Energy Wise Partnership 
 Host 8 Energy Upgrade workshops 

 
Open Space 

 Host open space summit, including update on funding 
 

Solid Waste 
 Oversee CalRecycle grant 

 
Water 

 Present updated water project priority list to the Governing Board 
 Provide continued support and updates on the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 

System Municipal Separate Sanitary Storm Sewer (MS4 NPDES Permit) 
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