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SGVCOG Weekly Recap 
Week of November 27, 2017 

➢ JPA Update: Progress continues with adoption of the SGVCOG’s updated JPA. As of this

week, a total of fourteen cities have adopted the updated JPA. An additional 9 cities have

scheduled consideration of the JPA as follows:

City Scheduled Date 

Alhambra 12/11/2017 

Sierra Madre 12/12/2017 

South El Monte 12/12/2017 

Glendora 12/12/2017 

Montebello 12/13/2017 

Covina 12/19/2017 

Diamond Bar 12/19/2017 

San Gabriel 12/19/2017 

Temple City 12/19/2017 

La Puente 1/9/2018 

If your city has scheduled the JPA for consideration but is not listed above, please email 

Katie Ward (kward@sgvcog.org). Based on this schedule, it is anticipated that the JPA will go 

into effect in late December or early January 2018. 

➢ LA County’s City’s Homelessness Planning Grant Orientation: Home for Good and the

Los Angeles County Homeless Initiative held a city planning grant orientation on Wednesday.

This was a mandatory event for all cities funded to develop city-level homelessness plans.

The County provided several modifications to the original grant expectations that contributed

to the confidence of participating cities, including a flexible, no-hassle extension of the final

plan and Partnership Report due date. The County expressed an understanding of the time

constraints cities face when items must be taken to the City Council or reviewed by the City

Attorney. Several cities also initiated discussions about collaborating a a subregional level.

➢ Draft Homeless Planning Grant MOU: On October 14th, the SGVCOG hosted a pre-

orientation meeting for the 23 conditionally awarded homeless plan grantee cities to discuss

next steps. Among the topics discussed at the meeting was a proposed MOU between the

COG and interested cities to allow the SGVCOG to procure and manage the homeless plan

consultant(s). To date, 14 cities have expressed an interest in participating in the MOU with

the COG for a joint RFP for consultant services. If your city would like to partner with the

COG for consultant services, please email your interest to Jan Cicco (jcicco@sgvcog.org).

The COG requests a written letter of interest by December 6th.

➢ Ciclavia Update: On November 30th, SGVCOG staff participated in a bike tour of the

planned open street event in the cities of San Dimas, La Verne, Pomona and Claremont. The

SGVCOG, along with the four cities were successfully awarded $596,000 under Metro's

Open Streets Grant Program to host an event on April 22, 2018. Additionally, the SGVCOG

and the four cities are partnering with CicLAvia to produce this event. The bike tour consisted

of riding the entire planned route, which is approximately 6 miles, starting on Bonita Ave in

mailto:kward@sgvcog.org
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Downtown San Dimas, then turning on Fulton Road in Pomona and continuing on Arrow 

Highway to College Avenue to end in Downtown Claremont. Staff from all four cities 

participated in the ride, along with CicLAvia's Executive Director. This ride allowed staff to 

experience the route from the user's perspective, as well as gain new insight on traffic 

mitigation strategies. The next steps in the planning process will be to review the draft traffic 

control plan provided by the traffic management consultant and initiate marketing campaigns 

throughout the cities. 

➢ Planning Directors’ TAC: On Thursday, the Public Works TAC met and heard three

presentations. SCAG staff provided an overview of the upcoming Regional Housing Needs

Assessment (RHNA) methodology as well as the local input process for the 2020 Regional

Transportation Plan/ Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS). Additionally, Mark

Christoffels presented on Metro Measure M subregional program funds, including a staff

recommendation related to interfund borrowing in the first 5 years in order to maximize

completion of projects and align first-last mile funding with the construction of the Gold Line

Phase 2B. He also presented options regarding use of Measure M subregional administrative

funds.

➢ Ad Hoc Integration Committee: The Ad Hoc Integration Committee met on Tuesday. They

reviewed the interim salary resolution, which is scheduled to go before the Governing Board

this month. This resolution will serve as an interim bridge to convert all ACE employees to

COG employees, maintaining their current salaries and benefits, while a more

comprehensive salary and classification study is undertaken. That study is expected to be

completed in early Summer 2018. Additionally, the Committee discussed draft procedures for

election onto the newly formed Capital Projects and Construction Committee and potential re-

branding and logo concepts. Both of these items are expected to go before the Governing

Board in January.

➢ Senator Harris Staff Briefing: Judy Nelson and Eric Wolf gave a stormwater briefing to

Senator Harris’ Southern California Deputy Director and State Director. They presented

background information on stormwater regulations and the MS4 permit, focussing on the cost

of compliance and the regulatory challenges that cities face. They also discussed three bills

pending in congress that would address financial capability assessment, integrated planning,

and the appointment of a municipal ombudsman; all issues that the SGVCOG has taken

support positions on. Senator Harris’ staff asked pertinent questions, particularly about the

application of “Waters of the United States” jurisdiction to storm control infrastructure.

Senator Harris sits on the Committee for Environment  and Public Works, so she is well

positioned to address our concerns.

➢ Waters of the United States: The EPA’s comment period for input on the definition and

jurisdictional reach of Waters of the United States (WOTUS) closed this week. The SGVCOG

has been active in this process by previously participating in two “listening sessions” followed

by the submission of written comments this week. Our remarks requested that EPA exempt

man-made and man-altered flood control infrastructure from WOTUS jurisdiction. We argued

that WOTUS designation restricts those facilities from use in conveying stormwater, their

intended purpose.
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➢ Metro ATP Grant Assistance: It is anticipated that over $600 million will be available under

Statewide Active Transportation Program (ATP) Cycle 4. Metro is continuing and expanding

its grant assistance efforts and is currently soliciting Letters of Interest (LOI) for grant

assistance. These letters are due by December 14, 2017.  ATP applications  are expected to

be released in Spring 2018 and due in June 2018. Metro’s grant assistance is limited to

projects with a need for ATP funds of $1 million or greater, and 75% of Metro’s grant

assistance funding is for First-Last Mile projects. If any SGVCOG Cities are considering

applying for an ATP grant for a project, the respective City should strongly consider

submitting an LOI, as preparation of these grant applications typically cost over $20,000.

Should you have further questions on this opportunity, please email Peter Duyshart

(pduyshart@sgvcog.org).

mailto:pduyshart@sgvcog.org
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SGVCOG Weekly Recap 
Week of November 20, 2017 

 

➢ JPA Update:  Earlier this month, the update to the SGVCOG’s JPA was transmitted to all 

cities. I am excited to announce that this week, the first three cities adopted the JPA, 

including the cities of Pomona, South Pasadena, and Bradbury! A total of 19 agencies need 

to adopt the JPA for it to go into effect. Below is updated tentative adoption schedule: 

City 

Pomona (1) 

Bradbury (2) 

South Pasadena (3) 

Scheduled Date 

Adopted 

Adopted 

Adopted 

Claremont 11/28/2017 

Duarte 11/28/2017 

LaVerne 12/4/2017 

Arcadia 12/5/2017 

Covina 12/5/2017 

El Monte 12/5/2017 

Monrovia 12/5/2017 

West Covina 12/5/2017 

Baldwin Park 12/6/2017 

Monterey Park 12/6/2017 

Alhambra 12/11/2017 

Pasadena 12/11/2017 

Glendora 12/12/2017 

Diamond Bar 12/19/2017 

San Gabriel 12/19/2017 

Temple City 12/19/2017 

La Puente 1/9/2018 

 

If your city has scheduled the JPA for consideration but is not listed above, please email 

Katie Ward (kward@sgvcog.org). 

➢ Executive Director Recruitment: In September, the Governing Board approved a contract 

with Bob Murray & Associates to manage the recruitment of the SGVCOG’s new Executive 

Director. Additionally, the following members were appointed to the Ad Hoc Executive 

Director Recruitment Committee: Angel Carrillo (Azusa), Peggy Delach (Covina), John 

Fasana (Duarte), Teresa Real Sebastian (Monterey Park), James Toma (West Covina), and 

Debra Mendelsohn (LA County District #5). Working with the recruiter, the Committee has 

developed a job description and tentative recruitment schedule. The job flyer has now been 

posted and can be accessed here. Applications are due December 28, 2017. 

➢ Homeless Planning Grant Request for Proposals (RFP): In October, 23 cities in the San 

Gabriel Valley were awarded funding from LA County to develop city-level homelessness 

plans. Last week, the SGVCOG hosted a pre-orientation meeting with 

https://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/recruit/searchDetail.asp?broc_id=4350
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these cities, and there was consensus to develop a joint-RFP to to select consultant firms 

and/or non-profit agencies to assist with the development of these plans. The SGVCOG is 

managing the procurement process, and the RFP has been released. It  can be accessed 

here. Proposals are due on December 6th, and it is anticipated that  the Governing Board will 

consider award of contract at its January 2018 meeting. 

➢ Public Works TAC: On Monday, the Public Works TAC met and heard two presentations.

First, representatives from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) presented on its Dam

Safety Program, and more specifically, how this applies to the Whittier Narrows Dam. They

discussed the safety issues with the dam, the high risks associated with possible dam failure,

and ongoing efforts by the USACE to reduce risk. Additionally, Mark Christoffels presented

on Metro Measure M subregional funds, and a staff recommendation related to interfund

borrowing in the first 5 years in order to maximize completion of projects and align first-last

mile funding with the construction of the Gold Line Phase 2B. Staff also presented

information on Caltrans’ 2018 Local Partnership Program and ATP Cycle 4.

➢ BFBD Update: On November 18th, the City of Glendora hosted a program launch

for its Bicycle Friendly Business District (BFBD) pilot. This event, called the "Taste of

Glendora," featured a bike ride and stops at participating businesses within the BFBD. Over

50 residents participated in the ride, including the Mayor of Glendora! The South Pasadena

hosted its program launch with a similar event earlier this month, where over 35 residents

enjoyed stops for food samples and special raffle prizes. The cities of South Pasadena and

Glendora are participating in this BFBD pilot project in partnership with the SGVCOG, Metro,

BikeSGV, and ELP Advisors. To learn more about the project visit bikefriendlysgv.com.

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/f815d4_a5d3b5440a6a4c2287a24e274c7bb265.pdf
http://www.bikefriendlysgv.com/
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SGVCOG Weekly Recap 
Week of November 13, 2017 

 

➢ JPA Adoption Update: The 4th Amendment to the JPA, is currently being circulated to 

SGVCOG member agencies for adoption. Once 19 member agencies have adopted the JPA, 

it is considered approved. To date, the following cities have provided tentative dates for 

adoption/consideration: 

○ 11/20: Pomona 

○ 11/21: Bradbury, Monrovia 

○ 11/28: Glendora (SGVCOG staff attendance requested), Claremont, Duarte 

○ 12/4: La Verne 

○ 12/5: West Covina, Arcadia, Covina, El Monte 

○ 12/6: Baldwin Park, South Pasadena, Monterey Park 

○ 12/11: Alhambra, Pasadena 

○ 12/19: Temple City, Diamond Bar 

○ 1/9: La Puente 
NOTE: In response to the request at last night’s Governing Board meeting, attached are 

talking points that can be used when this item is presented, as well as a sample staff report 

that provides additional detail and highlights benefits of COG membership. 

➢ Homeless Planning Grants: On Tuesday, the COG hosted a pre-orientation meeting for the 

23 cities that were awarded funding by LA County to develop Homelessness Plan. This 

meeting was unique to the SGVCOG, and the County CEO’s office as well as the 

participating cities indicated that the meeting was highly beneficial, identifying challenges as 

well as areas of common interest early in the process. Thirty two attendees representing 20 

cities, police departments and the LA County Office of the CEO’s office attended. The County 

representatives answered questions and, as a result of cities’ requests, postponed required 

paperwork until after the mandatory orientation meeting takes place on November 30. There 

was interest in developing a joint RFP for consultant services to develop the Homelessness 

Plans, and the SGVCOG will take a lead on that effort. It is anticipated that the RFP will be 

released next week. A parallel process to develop an MOU between the COG and the 

participating cities is also underway. 

➢ Pomona Urban Greening Grant Award: On October 13th, the City of  Pomona received 

notification that it was awarded $1.39M in funding under the Urban Greening Grant program. 

In May 2017, the SGVCOG assisted the City submitting a grant application under this is a 

highly competitive grant program, which provides funding for projects that reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions through measures including tree planting and the creation of bicycle paths and 

trails. The City of Pomona’s application requested the $1.39M in funding for the planned 1.76 

acre Phil and Nell Soto Park. The project includes native plants and trees, low water irrigation 

equipment, bioswales, LED lighting, recycled materials, and permeable surfaces. This project 

supports the SGVCOG’s adopted policies related to water, stormwater, and open space. 

Work on  this project is scheduled to begin in mid-2018. Congratulations to the City of 

Pomona! 

➢ Water Committee: The Water Committee met on November 15th, and David Dolphin 



Page 2 of 2 

(Alhambra) gave a presentation on the city’s inspection program for Industrial General 

Permits/Individual Industrial Permits. These inspections are required by MS4 permits and 

committee members appreciated sharing best practices for funding and conducting the 

inspections. Members also discussed stormwater legislative ideas for 2018, updated 

stormwater-related legal actions, and reviewed openings on the Regional Water Board. In 

reviewing last week’s Water Resilience Stakeholder Advisory Committee (SAC), the group 

agreed that the Water Policy Committee should develop policy positions on each of the 

stormwater funding measure’s program framework elements, similar to how the COG 

adopted positions on Measure M. The committee intends to review these position statements 

at their December meeting for adoption by the Governing Board in Jan. 

➢ Waters of the United States (WOTUS) Teleconference: The EPA is seeking to clarify the

definition and federal jurisdictional application of WOTUS, which could impact how cities

comply with their MS-4 permit. Part of this process is a series of stakeholder listening

sessions. This week, 18 participants, including the SGVCOG, were part of the Stormwater

listening session. Most of the speakers represented  municipal/regional water suppliers or

stormwater/flood control agencies. Generally, agencies sought to have water, stormwater,

and flood control sites and infrastructure exempted from WOTUS jurisdiction. Additionally,

participants requested that the application of WOTUS take into consideration differences in

climate and utility operations.

➢ EENR: The EENR Committee met on November 15th, and Debbie Enos, Deputy Executive

Officer at the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA), presented on the WCA’s efforts to

develop a San Gabriel Mountain Foothills Acquisition Master Plan. This plan will help support

the WCA efforts to provide access to public trails, scenic vistas, watershed preservation, and

protection for important wildlife corridors adjacent to the Angeles National Forest.

Additionally, the Committee was given a review of key Solid Waste legislative items from this

past year and items for the coming year.

➢ Transportation Committee: The Transportation Committee met on November 16th. The

main agenda items for this meeting were two action items, both related to Metro Measure M

subregional funds. Staff is recommending interfund borrowing in the first 5 years in order to

maximize the completion of projects during this initial funding period, and align additional first-

last mile funding with the construction of the Gold Line Phase 2B. Additionally staff presented

various options related to staffing and programmatic support of Measure M. Both items will be

presented for review and discussion at the  CIty Managers, Planning and Public Works TACs.

➢ Economic Partnership Power Lunch: On November 16th, SGVCOG staff attended the San

Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership's (SGVEP) Power Lunch that featured the topic of

commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE). Through funding  provided by LA

County, the SGVCOG is working with the SGVEP to promote the Commercial PACE program

and expand participation. Speakers included Dave White, Director of PACE Programs at the

SGVEP. LA County's program provides 100% capital for commercial building improvements

related to energy efficiency, seismic retrofit, and water savings. More can be found out about

this joint partnership at the following link.

https://sgvpartnership.org/pace
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Governing Board Recap 
➢ ACE MOU: The Governing Board approved a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with

ACE for work associated with the ACE/SGVCOG integration. After the ACE/SGVCOG

integration in August, staff at both agencies met to discuss next steps. At this meeting, ACE

and SGVCOG discussed the formation of the following staff workforces to accomplish several

tasks towards integration:

○ Project Identification,

○ Personnel / HR Systems,

○ Budget, Contracts and Administrative Issues,

○ Office Space, and

○ Branding
Given the restrictions on ACE’s available funding, ACE requested reimbursement from the 

SGVCOG for staffing costs associated with integration via this MOU, with costs not to exceed 

$45,000. This cost was also included in the budget amendment that was approved in 

October. Now that the MOU has been approved, staff from both agencies will begin meeting 

on issues related to the integration and report back to the Ad Hoc Integration Committee 

monthly. 

➢ SGVEWP Contract: The Governing Board approved the 8th Amendment to the contract with

Southern California Edison (SCE) to extend the San Gabriel Valley Energy Wise Partnership

(SGVEWP) through 2018. The SGVCOG has been under a contract with SCE since 2009,

and over the past five years San Gabriel Valley cities have received over $1.2 million in cash

incentive payments for the completion of energy efficiency retrofits. Additionally, the

SGVCOG has undertaken significant community outreach and education. The total SCE

budget for 2018 is $120,570, which is the same as prior years.

➢ Bylaws First Read: The Governing Board conducted the first reading of the 9th amendment

to the SGVCOG bylaws. The bylaws contain the requested revisions from the October

Governing Board meeting, including:

○ Provide for a delegate and alternate on the Capital Project and Construction
Committee (Committee), with both being from the same district but from different
cities.

○ Limit the membership of the Committee to not include additional members
representing specific projects.

○ Modify language to indicate that any member can be removed from a committee
for cause by a two-thirds vote of the Governing Board.

○ Include language that reflects the “partial review” option with respect to Governing
Board review of actions taken by the Committee.

Following approval of the first reading of the bylaws, the bylaws will be presented for adoption 

at the December meeting. Additionally, there were two presentations. Dominic Lazzaretto, 

City Manager of  Arcadia, provided an overview of the City’s Coyote Management Plan. 

Attached is his presentation as well as copy of the City’s Coyote Management. Second, Jan 

Cicco, the COG Regional Homelessness Coordinator, provided an overview of the COG’s 

homelessness workplan and work that has initiated with the cities on their individual 

homelessness planning efforts. Her presentation is attached. 
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SGVCOG Weekly Recap 
Week of November 06, 2017 

➢ JPA Transmitted for Adoption: On November 7th, the 4th Amendment to the JPA, after

revisions by the Governing Board and Executive Committee, was circulated to SGVCOG

member agencies for adoption. The primary purpose for these revisions is to expand the

jurisdiction of the SGVCOG’s construction scope to include projects anywhere in the San

Gabriel Valley. The next step is for cities to agendize and formally adopt. Once 19 member

agencies have adopted the JPA, it is considered approved. To date, the following cities have

provided tentative dates for adoption:

○ 11/28: Glendora (SGVCOG staff attendance requested), Claremont

○ 12/5: West Covina

○ 12/6: Baldwin Park, South Pasadena

○ 12/19: Temple City

○ 1/9: La Puente 
Thank you to everyone for being so responsive! Please email Katie Ward 

(kward@sgvcog.org) once your city has identified a date for this item to agendized and let us 

know if you would like COG staff to attend to present or answer questions. 

➢ Executive Committee: The Executive Committee held their monthly meeting on November

6th. Key actions included reviewing the final version of the Joint Powers Agreement (JPA)

before it is transmitted to cities and developing the agenda for the November Governing

Board meeting.

➢ Metro Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) Meeting: The focus of this month’s meeting was

to discuss the public outreach and participation requirements for the subregional 5-year

programmatic funds as well as performance metrics for evaluating local projects to be funded

through this effort. Staff will present an update on both requirements at an upcoming

Transportation Committee. It is anticipated that Metro staff will finalize the Measure M

administrative guidelines in December.

➢ Bike Friendly Business DIstrict PIlots: On November 9th, the soft  launch  of  the Bicycle

Friendly Business District (BFBD) pilot project kicked off during the "Taste of South

Pasadena" bike ride. Currently, the City of South Pasadena and City of Glendora are

participating in this BFBD pilot project in partnership with Metro, BikeSGV, and ELP Advisors.

The purpose of BFBD is to promote, encourage, and incentivize residents and visitors to

make local trips by bike, on foot, or via transit. There are over 9 participating Glendora and

South Pasadena businesses to date. To learn more about the project visit

bikefriendlysgv.com.

➢ COG Executive Directors Meeting with Phil Washington: On November 8th, Mark

Christoffels and I attend the COG Executive Directors’ meeting with Phil Washington, CEO of

Metro, and other senior Metro staff. The primary topics of discussion were the comprehensive

update to the long-range transportation plan (LRTP) and Metro’s project acceleration policy.

Additionally, Metro staff provide an update on the numerous major capital projects that are

currently under construction.

mailto:kward@sgvcog.org
http://www.bikefriendlysgv.com/
http://www.bikefriendlysgv.com/
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➢ San Gabriel Valley Water Association Quarterly Meeting: LA County Supervisor Kathryn

Barger was the featured speaker at the quarterly meeting of the San Gabriel Valley Water

Association on October 8th. She spoke about the County’s Water Resilience plan. She

emphasized that the plan must include projects that help cities comply with their stormwater

permit requirements, that the process must be cooperative and bottoms-up, and that credit

should be given for efforts such as local taxes and/or stormwater projects that agencies have

already undertaken. She also stated that the LA Basin Plan should be reevaluated based on

scientific data, which will provide a clearer understanding of the required stormwater

monitoring and pollution mitigation requirement and potentially lower costs.

➢ Safe, Clean Water Program: Stakeholder Advisory Committee (SAC):  As  LA County

develops a proposed Flood Control District tax measure (”Safe, Clean Water Program”), they

have formed a Stakeholder Advisory Committee (SAC), which includes representatives from

local and regional government, nonprofits, environmental, business, and academia.

Councilmember Judy Nelson (Glendora) attended the first meeting to represent the

SGVCOG. Additionally, Councilmember Diana  Mahmud (South Pasadena) attended as the

appointee for Supervisor Barger. The group met for the first time this week to review its

purpose, charter, timeline, and program elements. Future discussions include how a tax

might be structured and passed, what the impact on recent laws regarding stormwater

funding will have on this effort, and how regional projects will be selected for inclusion in the

tax measure.

➢ SCAG Southern California Economic Summit: SCAG held their 8th annual Economic

Summit this past Thursday, and COG staff as well as representatives from many COG cities

were in attendance. There were nearly 400 attendees this year, and key speakers included

former California Governor Pete Wilson, Assemblymember Richard Bloom, and

Assemblymember Dante Acosta. This year’s summit had three panels. The panels focused

on the regional economic outlook and the significant economic differences between

neighboring communities. The panelists also explored how the high cost of housing is forcing

millennials out of the region, which is starting to impact the regional workforce. Finally, there

was a robust discussion about CEQA and its impact on the development of affordable

housing.


