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SGVCOG Weekly Recap 
Week of January 29, 2018 

➢ Ad Hoc Integration Meeting: On Monday, the Ad Hoc Integration Committee met. The

Committee reviewed the status of the classification and compensation study with Reward

Strategy Group, which held a kick-off meeting this week with SGVCOG staff. A draft of the

request for proposal for a retirement benefit survey/analysis was reviewed as well.

Additionally, members decided on a final draft logo design for the new ACE logo. The

Committee also reviewed a presentation on the application processes for future of

construction projects, including funded and unfunded variations.

➢ Homeless Planning Kickoff: On January 31st, the COG hosted a City Homeless Planning

Kick-off meeting. Fifty-three attendees from 20-member cities were present including 5

elected officials, 2 Deputy City Managers, and 11 department directors. The COG would like

to recognize Council Members Cruz Baca, Baldwin Park; Victor Linares, Covina; Margaret

Clark, Rosemead; Joe Lyons, Claremont; and Mayor Pro Tem Lloyd Johnson, West Covina

for bringing their leadership to this meeting. Highlighting the meeting was an address by

Supervisor Hilda Solis who worked to secure the city homeless planning grant funds. The

COG would like to thank the City of West Covina for hosting this event. Upcoming events

related to this effort include:

o February 7th: The SGVCOG will host a data mining training designed to help

cities who are interested in obtaining city level demographic and subpopulation

data.

o February 21st:The LA County CEO is hosting a city homeless planning technical

assistance meeting: “Land Use and Housing 101”.

o March 12 or 13th: LA County will host a second technical assistance workshop

that will delve more deeply into this topic with Land Use and Housing 202.

Additionally, to support cities efforts on a regional level, the COG will convene a Regional 

Coordination Policy Workgroup to explore topics of mutual concern and interest around 

homelessness. If you would like more information about any of the upcoming sessions, 

please contact Jan Cicco at jcicco@sgvcog.org or 626-457-1800. 

➢ Measures Matter Webinar: On Wednesday, staff participated in a webinar titled “Measures

Matter: Ensuring Equitable Implementation for LA County Measures M & A,” which was

hosted by USC’s Program for Environmental and Regional Equity. Presenters shared their

research which looked into just growth, justice, inclusion, equity, environmental justice, and

displacement, and how these issues should be taken into consideration when implementing

Measure M & A money and allocating these funds at the subregional and local level. The

presenters stressed the importance of working to improve public outreach and community

engagement processes to ensure equitable implementation. USC’s full report can be found

here: http://dornsife.usc.edu/pere/measures-matter-la/.

➢ ULAR EWMP: The Upper LA River watershed group met to review progress on regional

projects and the latest monitoring data. COG staff informed the group of the Governing

Board’s approval for CIMP marketing and members reported on the progress of city
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council approvals of the CIMP MOAs that the SGVCOG will be a party to. Finally, the EWMP 

discussed Adaptive Management strategies that they may employ during the next iteration of 

MS4 permitting. 

➢ Inclusionary Housing Workshop: On Tuesday, COG staff attended an Inclusionary

Housing workshop hosted by the City of Pasadena. Nearly 100 people attended the

workshop including various elected officials. With the recent passage of AB 1505 (Bloom),

there has been an elevated interest in Inclusionary Housing from jurisdictions considering

adopting a local Inclusionary ordinance and those considering strengthening their existing

ordinance. Since 2009, there has been a moratorium stipulating that inclusionary zoning

policies could not be applied to rental housing developments. This workshop provided an

overview of AB 1505, also known as the “Palmer Fix” bill, which restores the authority of local

governments to apply affordable housing production targets to rental housing.
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SGVCOG Weekly Recap 
Week of January 22, 2018 

➢ Public Works TAC: The Public Works TAC met on Monday. Members of the Public Works

TAC heard two presentation at their first TAC meeting of the 2018 calendar year. The first

presentation, which was for information only, was a follow-up presentation from Metro about

the “Measure Up!” arterial performance measurement pilot project. TAC members had the

opportunity to learn about congested arterial corridors, the traffic data that Metro acquired,

and the tool which they’ll have access to in the future.

➢ Planning Directors’ TAC: Planners’ TAC had its monthly meeting on January 25th.  The first

of two presentations that members of the TAC heard was a City and Regional Homeless

Solutions Report, given by Jan Cicco, who is the Regional Homelessness Coordinator for the

SGVCOG. Throughout this presentation, Ms. Cicco highlighted and discussed the ways in

which the COG is working to be a regional voice for the issues pertaining to homelessness,

and is aggressively and proactively moving forward to find sound solutions for this issue. Ms.

Cicco also described plans for coordination with member cities, service providers, and

stakeholders, project development, and support for grants management. SGVCOG staff also

presented the draft Public Participation Plan for the first Measure M MSP 5-Year Plan. The

TAC unanimously approved a motion to recommend that the Governing Board adopt the

COG’s Public Participation Plan as presented.

➢ Homeless Committee: This month the Homelessness Committee received a presentation

from Mark Vallianatos, Communications Director at Abundant Housing LA. They are a non-

profit group that advocates for housing, including Permanent Supportive Housing and

affordable housing. During his presentation, he reviewed the barriers that are impacting the

development of housing throughout the region. His presentation also highlighted how his

organization could help campaign and organize people to advocate for housing within local

communities. Additionally, the committee received an update on regional homeless

coordination efforts and a status report on city homeless plans.

➢ LGSEC Meeting/Microgrid Workshop: SGVCOG staff attended the Local Government

Sustainable Energy Coalition (LGSEC) quarterly meeting on Thursday, January 25. The

meeting focused on microgrids, including a report on the State's microgrid roadmap, the state

of the technology, project examples, tools, and resources. Microgrids are considered

essential for the future of distributed and clean energy generation, reliable and resilient

energy systems. The meeting featured speakers from the California Energy Commission

(CEC), the University of San Diego and the University of Irvine (UCI). The CEC announced

that it will award 45 million dollars to local governments who proposed advance microgrid

projects under the Electric Program Investment Charge (EPIC) Program. Additionally, UCI

presented its community microgrid system of deep energy retrofits and innovative energy

technologies, which has reduced emissions by 50% versus a business as usual forecasted

baseline.

➢ Homeless Count: This week, the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA)

coordinated the annual homeless count across the County. San Gabriel Valley cities’
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➢ counts were held on Tuesday. The homeless count is a critical activity for gathering data

about the number and location of homeless individuals across the County. This information is

used guide funding and other resources. The vast majority of cities participated in the count

by providing deployment sites and managing volunteers. It is expected that the results of the

homeless count will be available by Summer 2018.  Week of 1/15

➢ Water Committee: The bulk of the meeting centered on discussion of the SGVCOG position

on Safe, Clean Water program elements and refinement of our overarching position

statement. The revisions both strengthened and clarified the statement. Other items included

an update on pending legislation and discussion of legal challenges to stormwater permits.

➢ EENR: The Committee discussion revolved around the benefits of Renewable Natural Gas

(RNG). Specifically, how using RNG can help curb emissions to meet the standard required

by SB 32 of 40% below 1990 levels by 2030. Additionally, the committee discussed SB 705

(Allen) a bill to ban expanded polystyrene (foam) food containers. The Committee will revisit

this bill once more information is available on the impact to local businesses.

➢ Our Water Tour: On Thursday, January 18th, OurWaterLA hosted a tour of several sites in

the Upper San Gabriel and Rio Hondo River watershed. OurWaterLA is a diverse coalition of

community leaders and organizations from across Los Angeles County united to create a

strong water future for Los Angeles. The event included over attendees representing a wide

range of perspectives: environmental non - profit organizations, city council members, staff to

state elected officials, state and county agency representatives and elected water and school

board members.  I participated and presented an overview of the San Gabriel Valley

Greenway Network.

➢ SPA 3 Leadership Committee: On Thursday, COG staff participated in this meeting, which

brings together regional lead agency groups in SPA 3 to coordinate homeless services

activities. At the SPA 3 Leadership Committee, the San Gabriel Valley Consortium on

Homelessness informed the group that the Consortium will create a schedule of detailed

funding opportunities for homeless programs. Union Station advised that a capacity building

grant RFP was released by LAHSA on January 18, 2018.

➢ Transportation Committee: The Transportation Committee heard a presentation from Frank

Ching, a Deputy Executive Officer of LA Metro, regarding Metro’s Supportive Transit Parking

Program (STPP) Master Plan. Metro staff discussed program goals and key objectives,

program development, and findings of Metro’s related parking studies, and how Metro applied

these findings to create a Parking Demand Model. Additionally, the Committee considered a

staff proposal and recommendation regarding a Public Participation Plan for the Measure M

Multi-Year Subregional Program 5-Year Plan. The Committee approved a motion to

recommend that the Governing Board approve this proposed public outreach plan, but with

the stipulations that SGVCOG Staff: work more closely with cities to conduct outreach, share

more information on social media about public participation in the project selection process,

and bring this item to the City Managers’ Steering Committee for concurrence. Moreover,

SGVCOG staff reported to the Committee that the SGVCOG will delay the possible hiring of a

Transportation Planner until the SGVCOG/ACE integration process is complete and

additional funding is available.

➢ Metro SB 1 Discretionary Programs Workshop: On Thursday, January 18, COG staff

attended an SB 1 Programs Workshop, which was hosted by LA Metro at its headquarters.
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Metro staff described SB 1’s major funding programs for transportation, including the Active 

Transportation Program (ATP), Local Partnership Program (LPP) Solutions to Congested 

Corridors (SCCP), Trade Corridors Enhancement Program (TCEP), and the Transit Intercity 

Rail Capital Program (TIRCP). Metro staff also went over its Evaluative Criteria Framework 

for guiding decisions on seeking state and federal funds for projects. SGVCOG cities or 

agencies which have imposed fees which are fully dedicated for allocation to transportation 

uses are eligible and encouraged to apply for project funding under the Local Partnership 

Program. Applications for this program are due January 30, 2018. Local cities are also 

encouraged to apply for Active Transportation Program grants. The final application deadline 

for ATP Cycle 4 funding is July 31, 2018. If any cities have questions about these two funding 

programs, please feel free to reach out to COG staff for more information. 
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SGVCOG Governing Board Recap 

➢ SGVCOG Position on Safe, Clean Water Program Elements

o Action: The Governing Board approved a resolution establishing the SGVCOG 
position on the Safe, Clean Water Program elements as follows:

• Regional Funding: Due to the already high cost of stormwater permit 
requirements, the vast majority of revenue from the Safe, Clean Water Program 
should go to design, construction, and ongoing operations and maintenance of 
capital projects, especially those identified in approved stormwater permits, not 
programs.

• Project Funding Priority: Funding priority should be given to those projects that 
cost effectively address water supply and water quality concerns.

• Governance: Disbursement of Regional Funds should be approved by a strong 
governance structure, comprised primarily of MS4 permittees, with 
responsibility for selecting projects according to defined criteria and overseeing 
how taxpayer money is spent.

• Local Return: Cities should have maximum flexibility and independence in 
spending local return money.

o Background: The Safe, Clean Water Program is the stormwater funding element 
of Los Angeles County’s (County) water resilience program. The overall goals of 
Safe, Clean Water are to fund multibenefit stormwater projects and programs that 
increase water supply, improve water quality, and provide community 
enhancements. The County and Los Angeles County Flood Control District (FCD) 
have formed a Stakeholder Advisory Committee (SAC) to discuss and provide 
input to the Safe, Clean Water program elements. The SAC is comprised of 
representatives from COGs, the business community, the water industry, and 
nongovernmental organizations, and the San Gabriel Valley Council of 
Governments (SGVCOG) is represented by Councilmember Judy Nelson, 
Glendora. In addition, Councilmember Diana Mahmud (South Pasadena) 
represents Supervisor Barger.

➢ Salary Contract Award

o Action: The Governing Board authorized the Executive Director to execute a 
contract with Reward Strategy Group for an amount not to exceed (NTE) $28,200 
to conduct a classification and compensation study.

o Background: This study was initiated as a component of the integration of the 
Alameda Corridor-East Construction Authority (ACE) and SGVCOG under a 
single personnel system. At the October Governing Board meeting, the Board 
approved funding for this study. The study is anticipated to be completed by June 
30, 2018. Key tasks include reviewing current job descriptions and compensation 
systems; conducting a comprehensive survey of external regional labor market 
agencies; and making recommendations for changes to current classification 
system which assures internal equality and external competitiveness. 
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➢ Homeless Planning Grant Award

o Action: The Governing Board authorized the Executive Director to execute a

contract with LeSar Development Consultants (LDC) for an amount not to exceed

$600,000 to provide homeless planning consultant services.

o Background: In December, the COG, in partnership with 20 participating cities,

undertook a procurement effort to select a firm to develop city-level homelessness

plans. These cities received funding from the County to develop these plans, in

support of Measure H. That same month, the Governing Board approved a draft

memorandum of understanding (MOU) for use with the participating cities to

outline roles, responsibilities, and the cost structure. LDC was selected based on

their vast experience in developing homelessness plans as well as their staffing

capacity to undertake a project of this size, which needs to be completed by June

2018. All costs associated with the contract will be paid for by the participating

cities, as identified in their MOUs with the COG.

➢ Stormwater Legislative Priorities

o Action: The Governing Board approved an updated Stormwater Legislative

Priorities for 2018.

o Background: Priorities areas are as follows: codifying the Financial Capability

Assessment (FCA) into State law; authorizing the LA Regional Water Quality

Control Board to consider opportunities to convey stormwater to a regional site for

capture and infiltration; addressing source control of pollutants (with a specific

focus on zinc); developing a mechanism to provide indemnification to local

governments that capture and infiltrate stormwater; incentivizing residents and

businesses to capture stormwater; identify and support highly qualified candidates

to serves on the LA Regional Water Quality Control Board; and redefine the

jurisdictional reach of Waters of the United States (WOTUS).

➢ Construction Committee Election Process

o Action: The Governing Board approved an election process for members of the

Capital Projects and Construction Committee.

o Background: As a result of the recent ACE/SGVCOG integration, a standing

Policy Committee has been formed concerning capital project and construction

activities, known as the Capital Projects and Construction Committee. The revised

bylaws call for an election process to appoint 5 district representatives on the

Committee. In order to provide specific guidance on this process, and the

approved process provides specific details on this process.

➢ Interim Finance Director

o Action: The Governing Board approved a resolution affirming an eligible

exception to the 180-Day Wait Period for post-retirement employment and

approval of an employment contract with Carlos Monroy to serve as Interim

Director of Finance.

o Background: The current Director of Finance, Carlos Monroy, is set to retire

March 30, 2018. Given the critical importance of the Director of Finance during the

ACE and SGVCOG integration process, this action allows the outgoing Director of

Finance to be hired on a part-time basis and serve as the Interim Director of

Finance. This appointment will start April 1, and will be limited to 32 hours per two-



Page 3 of 3 

week pay period.The funding for this position is included in the existing ACE and 

SGVCOG budgets. The appointment will be through June 30, 2018. Additionally, 

in order to be eligible for this exemption, CalPers requires an active, publicly 

posted recruitment for a permanent replacement. Therefore, this job recruitment 

will be posted on both the ACE and SGVCOG websites. 

➢ ULAR CIMP Marketing:

o Action: The Governing Board directed staff to undertake an optional task

including in the previously approved Memorandums of Agreement (MOAs) with

member agencies of the Upper Los Angeles River (ULAR) Enhanced Watershed

Management Program (EWMP) group related to the Coordinated Integrated

Monitoring Program (CIMP). This optional task would market CIMP monitoring

services to Individual Industrial and Industrial General Permittees (IIP/IGPs).

o Background: In  October 2017, the Governing Board authorized the Executive

Director to execute these MOAs. At the time, Governing Board members

requested follow-up information on the amount of staff time the IIP/IGP marketing

task would take and the scale of the effort.

➢ Stipends

o Action: The Governing Board approved an increase of stipends to $75 per

Governing Board meeting. The Governing Board provided direction to limit

stipends for Governing Board meetings, and not expand stipends to committees.

o Background: In 2002, the Governing Board approved a $50 stipend per Board

meeting. Since that time, there has been no change to the stipend amount. The

net annual increase in expenses would vary based on number of meetings and

attendance, with an additional anticipated cost range of $5,500-$10,500.
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SGVCOG Weekly Recap 
Week of January 08, 2018 

➢ Metro PAC: Mark Christoffels and I attend the Metro PAC meeting on January 9th. Metro 

staff reviewed the final draft administrative guidelines related to the multi-year subregional 

programs. This document will guide the process by which subregional will program this 

funding. In the San Gabriel Valley, the SGVCOG will be responsible for programming $1.4 

billion across seven programs as follows: 

Program Total Funding (in millions) 

Active Transportation $231 

Bus System Improvement $55 

First/last mile & Complete Streets $198 

Highway Demand $231 

Goods Movement $33 

Highway Efficiency $534 

Subregional Equity $199 

TOTAL $1,481 

In addition to reviewing the Measure M guidelines, the PAC continued discussions related to 

the updated to Metro’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). Currently, the Committee  is 

working on policy papers related to the following issue areas that will be included in the 

LRTP: transit oriented communities (TOC), Public-Private Partnerships (P3), Travel Demand 

Management (TDM) & Shared Mobility, and Goods Movement. 

➢ Executive Committee: The Executive Committee held their monthly meeting on January 8th. 

Discussion topics included an update on the consultant selected to develop homelessness 

plans in 20 SGV cities, updates on the ACE/SGVCOG integration, as well as an update on 

security options for Governing Board meetings. The Committee also approved the January 

Governing Board agenda. 

➢ Safe Clean Water Committee Meeting: The purpose of the Safe, Clean Water program is to 

implement stormwater projects and programs that increase water supply, improve water 

quality, and provide community enhancements. At the this week’s meeting, members 

discussed the definition of those three elements: Water Supply, Water Quality, and 

Community Enhancements. Staff provided a broad definition of each, as well as example 

activities that  could result in the achievement of that element. The committee discussed how 

to specific to make the definitions. County staff also announced the formation of four  

subcommittees: Project Selection Criteria; Governance; Credits, Rebates, and Exemptions; 

and Equity, Stakeholder Involvement, and Disadvantaged Communities. They invited 

members to self-nominate. 

➢ LA Permit Group Meeting:  The LA Permit Group is a consortium of stormwater permittees 

in Los Angeles County that meets every other month to review progress on permit 

compliance. At this week’s meeting, the group received a presentation on Vector Control and 

emerging challenges associated with the installation of stormwater capture infrastructure. The 

County is working with the State Water Board to address this. The agenda also included an 

update on the Safe, Clean Water program, and a look ahead at the next round of five-year 
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stormwater permits due to be adopted in 2018. Finally, the Flood Control District discussed 

an indemnification clause they will require in MOA/Us with any agency seeking to install 

monitoring equipment in the flood control system. 

➢ Consortium Meeting: The Consortium met on January 10th. Updates from the County

Supervisors staff, Coordinated Entry System, COG, and Law Enforcement were provided.

Discussions on data needs and access and around policy on ADA Accessibility and Housing

Navigation Services took place. The Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA)

provided a presentation on the Homeless Count 2018 which will take place in cities across

the San Gabriel Valley on January 23. If your city is creating a homeless plan, you may wish

to consider opting in for this count. The Homeless Count will provide a valuable baseline for

cities that are creating a homeless plan. LAHSA is seeking a city in the SGV that would like to

have media and VIPs at its Homeless Count deployment site to highlight the Homeless

Count. If your city is interested, please contact Jan Cicco at (626) 457-1800.

➢ Los Angeles Continuum of Care Board Meeting: The Board continued its discussion about

implementation of the Violence Against Women Act, specifically on policy protecting housing

rights for women who must leave a housing unit due to a domestic/partner violence incident.

Other topics included updates on waivers excluding hard-to-house clients from the one-year

lease requirement and Housing Quality Standards (HSQ), including possible alternate

standards, as required by HUD CoC Contracts. A delay in the final Homeless Management

Information System (HMIS) migration was announced and explained by LAHSA staff.
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SGVCOG Weekly Recap 
Week of January 01, 2018 

➢ City Managers’ Steering Committee: This month, the Committee took action on three

items. First, with the recent retirement of the current Vice-Chair of the Committee, Tony

Ramos (Claremont), the Committee voted to elect Bob Russi (La Verne) the new Vice-Chair.

Second, the Committee voted to appoint an At-Large Member of the Committee, Mark

Alexander (La Canada Flintridge). Last, the Committee approved and recommended to the

Governing Board to execute a contract with LeSar Development Consultants to develop and

assist 20 SGV cities with homeless plans. The Committee also reviewed and provided

guidance on the work being done related to the ACE/COG integration.

➢ Ad Hoc Integration Committee: On Wednesday, the Ad Hoc Integration Committee met.

The Committee reviewed the classification and compensation study proposal status, which is

anticipated to award a final contract at the January Governing Board meeting. Additionally,

members reviewed draft logo designs for ACE re-branding efforts. The Committee also

discussed the future of construction projects under the ACE program, including reviewing a

draft application, review and programing process.

➢ Arrow Highway Demonstration Project: This week, SGVCOG and SCAG staff met to

discuss the upcoming Go Human Arrow Highway Demonstration Project in the San Gabriel

Valley. Taking place on May 18-20, the SGVCOG, in partnership with the cities of Glendora,

San Dimas, La Verne, Pomona and Claremont will host a multi-day event featuring temporary

installations of protected bikeways and pedestrian safety improvements. These

improvements will span over 10-miles of Arrow Highway across the five cities and will show

how a proposed Complete Street may look. The feedback gained from these series of events

will shape future projects and create a concept for possible installations in the future.




