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VOLUME 3, ISSUE 8 

SGVCOG Initiates Strategic 
Plan Update  
The San Gabriel Valley Council of 
Governments (SGVCOG) is currently in 
the process of updating its Strategic 
Plan.  The Strategic Planning process 
and the Mission and Vision Statement 
adopted by the Governing Board set 
the expectations and priorities for the 
organization.    
 
In FY 2013‐14, the SGVCOG undertook 
a major effort to review, revise and 
update the Strategic Plan.  Given that 
the SGVCOG is at a mid‐point in the 
implementation timeline for the 
current Strategic Plan, the Governing 
Board is undertaking a thorough review 
and evaluation of the goals and 
objectives to assess their continued 
relevance and feasibility.  This is a multi
‐step process which will include 
assessing member agencies’ priorities 

and goals and engaging in a frank 
discussion of the resources needed to 
achieve these goals.  
 
The first step in this process is a survey 
of the member agencies to gather 
feedback regarding the direction of the 
SGVCOG, including prioritizing issue 
areas and identifying the appropriate 
level of engagement.  Then, in 
February, the Governing Board will 
engage in a comprehensive strategic 
planning session that is informed by 
these results.  The anticipated outcome 
of this session is to develop a 
prioritized list of objectives to be 
completed over the next two years, the 
resources needed to complete those 
objectives, and a strategy for securing 
those resources.  A summary of the 
anticipated schedule is shown below. 
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December 3, 2015 Strategic Plan survey distributed to member agencies 

January 6, 2016 Strategic Plan survey responses due 
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Governing Board meeting 

February 18, 2016 Governing Board Strategic Plan Workshop 
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incorporates input from Strategic Plan update 
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SGVCOG Adopts Active Transportation Priority Areas	

At its November meeting, The 
Governing Board adopted priority areas 
for the SGVCOG’s active transportation 
efforts.  Active transportation refers to 
any human‐powered form of 
transportation, including, but not 
limited to, walking and bicycling.   
 
Over the past several years, the 
SGVCOG has become increasingly 
engaged in projects and activities 
related to active transportation as 
member agencies have expressed 
greater interest in these projects.  In 
2014, the SGVCOG was awarded 
$643,000 in funding to undertake 
regional pedestrian and bicycling 
planning efforts.  As a part of the 
Mobility Matrix efforts, member 
agencies identified more than 75 
“active transportation” projects, with 
total estimated costs ranging from 
$1.11 ‐ $1.66 billion, to be completed 
over the next thirty years.   
 
Statewide and regional programs have 
also brought additional attention to 
active transportation planning and 
projects, including the Statewide Active 
Transportation Program (ATP), SCAG’s 
“Go Human” education program, and 
Metro’s bikeshare program open 
streets grant program, and first‐mile 
last‐mile strategic plan.   

 
Given these various local, regional and 
State initiatives, the Governing Board 
adopted the four active transportation 
priority areas, which is intended to 
provide direction to staff in the 
development of grant applications and 
coordination of regional efforts.  These 
areas are as follows: 

 Development of  a Regional 
Greenway Network, 

 Development of a complete streets 
network, 

 Implementation of first‐mile last‐
mile strategies, and 

 Education and Encouragement. 
 
Development of Regional Greenway 
Network 
 The San Gabriel Valley Regional 

Greenway Network is a comprehensive 
effort to develop protected Class 1 
bicycle and pedestrian trails along as 
much as 135 miles of riverways, 
streams and channels in the San Gabriel 
Valley.  The Greenway Network’s 
development of attractive, accessible, 
well‐lit, and safe bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities will reduce bicyclist‐ and 
pedestrian‐involved collisions by 
physically separating vulnerable users 
from automobiles and will provide 
access to schools and jobs across the 
region.  The map below, which was 
developed by Bike SGV, shows existing 
river bike paths (blue) and potential 
paths (black).   

Complete Streets Network 
Complete Streets describes a 
comprehensive, integrated design 
approach that allows safe and 
convenient travel along and across 
streets for all users, including 
pedestrians, public transit riders and 
operators, bicyclists, persons with 

disabilities, seniors, children, motorists, 
and movers of commercial goods.  
Complete streets improvements 
typically include enhancements to 
transit and bicycle facilities. 
 
Recently, a number of San Gabriel 
Valley agencies have undertaken 
complete streets projects.  In 2014, 
Temple City finished a complete streets 
project along Rosemead Boulevard .  
Additionally, the City of Baldwin Park is 
working to develop complete street 
project along Maine Boulevard and the 
County is seeking to create a complete 
street along Rosemead Boulevard near 
Whittier Narrows Park.   

 
As a regional agency, the SGVCOG can 
identify gaps in existing and planned 
Complete Streets projects and work to 
develop a comprehensive regional 
network that allows users to travel 
across the Valley.   

 

Potential pathways for the San Gabriel Valley Greenway Network.   

Prototypical Complete Streets design elements consider all users. 
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Governing Board November Meeting Highlights	
The following is a recap of the November 19th Governing Board meeting: 

 Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (RMC) Update  
Mark Stanley, Executive Director of the RMC, provided an update on RMC’s funding, upcoming projects, and major 
achievements. There was discussion regarding the allocation of $100 million in Water Bond funding between RMC and 
the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy. 

 Letter Regarding Allocation of Proposition 1 Funds to the Rivers and Mountains Conservancy  
The Governing Board directed the Executive Director to send a letter to members of the San Gabriel Valley Legislative 
Caucus requesting that the RMC receive a fair share (50%) of Proposition 1 discretionary funds.  

 Treasurer Position  
The Board voted to authorize the Executive Director to undertake a solicitation process for Treasurer services and to 
authorize the Executive Director to execute an amendment to the agreement with Platinum Consulting Group to revise 
responsibilities and duties dues. 

 Cancellation of December Governing Board Meeting  
The Governing Board adopted Resolution 15‐33, cancelling the December 2015 Governing Board meeting. 

 Strategic Planning Process  
President Murabito provided an overview of the upcoming strategic planning process.  

 Active Transportation Priorities  
The Governing Board adopted Resolution 15‐32 affirming active transportation areas (see story  on page 2). 

	First‐Mile/Last‐Mile Connections 
While public transportation agencies 
typically provide bus and rail services that 
complete the core of trips, users must 
complete the first and last portion on their 
own — known as the first/last mile.  A 
2011 Metro Study found that 91% of 
transit riders either used active 
transportation (i.e. walking, biking) or 
took buses to train stations. In addition, 
more than half of those who walk to 
transit stations are transit-dependent. 
First‐Mile/Last‐Mile improvements aim to 
improve the users experience through 
infrastructure investments such as 

enhanced safety features; improved 
wayfinding, signage, and transit arrival/
departure information; frequent crossings 
and crossing enhancements; and 
integrated transit access solutions. 
Given the opening of the Gold Line 
Foothill Extension Phase 2A in 2016, this is 
a critical time for the San Gabriel Valley to 
invest in first‐mile/last‐mile projects.  In 
addition to these new stations, the 
SGVCOG could work with cities along Gold 
Line Foothill Extension Phase 1 and the 
Metrolink San Bernardino Line to make 
identify and implement improvements.     
 

Education & Encouragement Campaigns  
Education programs enable bicyclists, 
pedestrians, and motorists to understand 
how to travel safely in the roadway 
environment and be aware of the laws 
that govern these modes of 
transportation. Encouragement programs 
are intended to engage people to bicycle 
more frequently, particularly for 
transportation, by providing incentives, 
recognition, or services that make 
bicycling a more convenient 
transportation mode.  Examples of 
encouragement programs include bicycle 
maps, bicycle parking at events, bike to 
work events, open streets events, and 
bicycle‐friendly business districts (BFBDs).   
 
The SGVCOG can serve an important role 
in education and encouragement 
programs by organizing regional efforts 
that provide consistent messaging and 
programs.   
 
Next Steps 
Following the Governing Board’s adoption 
of these priority areas, staff will be 
developing project list for each priority 
area using Mobility Matrix and input from 
member agencies and submit to 
Transportation Committee and Governing 
Board for review and approval in late 
Winter. Following that, staff will identify 
potential funding opportunities and 
submit grant applications in Spring 2016.   

Examples of  First‐Mile/Last‐Mile improvements include bikeshare programs (top left), intersection 
improvements (top right), comprehensive wayfinding (bottom right) and encouragement programs (bottom 

right). 
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Transportation Update 
Below please find updates about the COG’s transporta on ac vi es, as well as other relevant regional and statewide updates.   

Diamond Bar and Industry Host 57/60 Groundbreaking 

On November 10th, the Cities of 
Diamond Bar and Industry hosted a 
groundbreaking for the 57/60  Project.   
When the existing freeway interchange 
connecting SR‐57 with SR‐60 was 
designed, the underlying “Valley‐
shaped” terrain forced both freeways 
into a common alignment for a distance 
of 2‐miles in the vicinity of Grand 
Avenue, referred to as the 
“Confluence”.  More than 356,000 
commercial and personal vehicles use 
the interchange every day an average of 
1 million vehicles every 3 days, or about 
100 million vehicles annually.  Caltrans 
has most recently identified the 57/60 
Confluence as one of the five (5) most 
congested segments within Caltrans 
District 07, which encompasses Los 
Angeles County and Ventura County.   
 
In order improve safety and reduce 
congestion, the Cities of Diamond Bar 
and Industry have worked 
collaboratively with local, State and 
Federal partners to develop a 
comprehensive solution.  The 57/60 
Confluence Project is a three‐phase 
program of improvements consisting of 
ramp and interchange reconfigurations 
as well as the addition of auxiliary 
collector/distributor and bypass lanes 
to significantly reduce the weaving and 
the resulting congestion and accidents. 
 
The three phases of the project are as 
follows: 

 Phase I is the construction of a $13 
million westbound on‐ramp at 
Grand Avenue. It is fully funded 
with a $6.5 million MTA grant and 
Local match funding. 

 Phase IIA is the construction of 
$16.8 million street widening 
improvements in the vicinity of 
Grand Avenue and Golden Springs 
Drive. It is fully funded with a $6.8 
million grant from MTA and Local 
match funding. 

 Phase IIB is the construction of 

$21.2 million westbound freeway 
off‐ramp and auxiliary lane to 
Grand Avenue. It is fully funded 
with a $9.4 million MTA grant, a 
$10 million TIGER grant and local 
match funding. 

 Phase III is the freeway mainline 
improvements and by‐pass 
connectors valued at $205 million. 

While construc on begins on the ini al 
phases of the project, the ci es, along 
with support from the SGVCOG, are 
con nuing to seek funding for Phase III.  
This project was included in the 
SGVCOG’s priority project list for the 
proposed 2016 Countywide sales tax 
measure.   

Elected officials and dignitaries take part in the ceremonial groundbreaking – from left, Diamond Bar 
Councilmember Jack Tanaka, Diamond Bar Councilmember Jimmy Lin, Diamond Bar Mayor Pro Tem 
Nancy A. Lyons, Associate Administrator for Policy and Governmental Affairs at the Federal Highway 
Administration David S. Kim, Diamond Bar Councilmember Carol Herrera, California Department of 
Transportation District 7 Deputy District Director Gary Slater, Senator Bob Huff (29th Senate District), 
Metro Vice Chair and City of Duarte Councilmember John Fasana, U.S. Representative Judy Chu (27th 
Congressional District), Diamond Bar Mayor Steve Tye, U.S. Representative Grace Napolitano (32nd 
Congressional District), U.S. Representative Ed Royce (39th Congressional District), Southern California 
Association of Governments Executive Director Hasan Ikhrata, City of Industry Councilmember Newell 
Ruggles and City of Industry Mayor Pro Tem Cory Moss. 

Congresswoman Grace Napolitano (top  right) 
and SGV Representative of the Metro Board of 
Directors John Fasana (bottom right) address 
the audience at the groundbreaking.   
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10/605 Connector Bridge Opens 

On November 4th, the freeway 
connector bridge for the 10/605 
opened to motorists.  This provides a 
safe connec on for motorists traveling 
southbound on the 605 Freeway to the 
eastbound 10 Freeway.  Previously, 
motorist that took this route had to 
contend with an abnormally short 
accelera on ramp, causing lengthy 
traffic backups and higher levels of 
accidents.   
 
The project is the first state funded 
“design‐build” project in California, 
Caltrans District 7.  According to 
Caltrans District 7 Director, “Designing 
and building a project simultaneously 
has many advantages, such as 

increasing efficiency and shortening the 
construc on schedule.”   
 
This $66 million project was funded by 
State Highway Opera ons and 
Protec on Program (SHOPP) funds.  

SGVCOG is con nuing to work State and 
local partners, including Metro and 
Caltrans, to make addi onal 
improvements to other parts of this 
interchange.   

 

SoCal Metroplex Plan 

The Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) is implementing a new 
nationwide air traffic control system 
(NextGen) based on new technologies 
and satellite data. This new system is 
much more efficient, effective, and 
accurate than older radar based flight 
traffic systems. NextGen allows the FAA 
to route plans more efficiently, leading 
the FAA to implement new Metroplex 
air traffic patterns in every region of the 
country.  
 
The SoCal Metroplex plan was 
announced on June 10, 2015 and the 
deadline for public comment was 
October 8, 2015. The plan is complex 
and would be implemented in two 
phases. The first phase would be 
implemented in May 2016 and the 
second phase would take place in 
November 2016.  
 
The proposed plan will directly impact 
portions of the San Gabriel Valley. The 
current route for planes coming from 
the east to land at LAX has them travel 
along the 60 freeway or below it. The 
new proposed route for airplanes from 
the east will have them fly over La 

Puente, West Covina, and Industry 50% 
of the time during the day. At nighttime  
(12 AM—6 AM) the new route will fly 
over these cities 100% of the time. 
Planes will be flying over this area at 
10,000—13,000 feet.  
 
Airplanes departing LAX and traveling to 
the east currently fly over Alhambra or 
down towards Lakewood. The new 
proposed route for planes traveling east 
will direct planes to fly over El Monte, 
Baldwin Park, West Covina, Covina, San 
Dimas and Glendora at 8,000—10,000 
feet.  
 

For more information visit  
http://www.metroplex 

environmental.com/socal_metroplex/

Governor Signs Legisla-
tion Authorizing Ballot 
Measure  
On October 7, Governor Brown signed 
legisla on (SB 767) allowing LA County 
Metropolitan Transporta on Authority 
(MTA) to seek approval from voters for a 
sales tax increase to con nue investments 
in transporta on projects. If the voters 
approve this measure, LA County could 
use the funds to expand the transit  
system and address highway needs 
around the county. County voters have a 
history of approving half‐cent tax  
increases, having approved similar 
measures in 1980, 1990, and 2008.  At 
this me, MTA has not decided whether 
they will seek a tax increase, but if it does, 
it will likely be on the November 2016  
ballot.  
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County of Los Angeles Releases Draft Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR) Ordinance for Pharmaceuticals and 
Sharps 

Environment & Water Update 
Below please find updates about the COG’s activities, as well as other energy, environment, natural resources and water updates.   

In early November, the Los Angeles 
County Department of Public Health 
released a draft EPR ordinance for 
pharmaceutical and sharps (i.e. needles).  
This is in response to a motion from the 
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
(LACBOS) directing County Departments 
to partner with the pharmaceutical 
industry to reduce improper use and 
disposal of unused/expired medications, 
increasing public awareness and 
education, and improve the current 
management system for unused/expired 
medications in the County. 
 
The LACBOS directed this action in 
response to numerous public health and 
safety concerns. Prescription drug abuse 
has become one of the fastest‐growing 
public health concerns in the United 
States and Los Angeles County. Nearly 75 
percent of residents who use prescription 
drugs inappropriately, obtain them from 
relatives or friends. Public Health 
statistics in LA County show that there 
were 8,265 drug‐related deaths in Los 
Angeles County between 2000‐2009; 61 
percent of those deaths involved 
commonly abused prescription or over‐
the‐counter drugs.  Alternatively, 
residents may attend to flush unneeded 
medication, which can lead to 
groundwater contamination.  Improper 
disposal of sharps poses a health risk to 
sanitation workers, who risk infection or 
disease while working to manage the 
solid waste stream.   
 
The County of Los Angeles’ ordinance 
intends to utilize the concept of 
“Extended Producer Responsibility” to 
engage pharmaceutical companies, and 
other companies involved in the supply 
chain, to manage and properly dispose of 
medications and sharps.  The graphic, at 
right, illustrates the EPR approach.  EPR 
provides producers an incentive to design 

their products to be less hazardous and/
or easier to manage/recycle at the end of 
their useful life.  The SGVCOG adopted a 
resolution of support for EPR and the 
expansion of EPR legislation in 2010.  The 
EPR approach has been successful in 
managing pharmaceutical waste in 
several European countries, Mexico, and 
Canada.  Additionally, the Counties of 
Alameda, San Mateo, San Francisco, and 
Santa Clara have adopted recently 
adopted EPR ordinances that have been 
reaffirmed through several court cases. 
 
The County hosted a stakeholder 
workshop on their ordinance on 

November 13.  County staff intends to 
submit a final recommended ordinance to 
the LACBOS in February 2016.  Cities that 
contract with County for Public Health 
services will need to adopt the same 
ordinance in order to be included in the 
program.   
 
Staff for the Department of Public Health 
and the Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles 
County presented information on this 
effort at the October EENR Committee 
meeting.  The EENR Committee will 
review and make recommendations on 
the draft ordinance at their December 
meeting.           
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Stormwater Update 
Since December 2012, cities across 
Southern California have been 
developing plans and strategies and 
identifying projects to meet the water 
quality requirements of the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
System (NPDES MS4) Permit.  The costs 
of implementing these activities to 
meet the standards of the NPDES MS4 
Permit are high, and cities are struggling 
to identify the resources to fund these 
projects and programs.   
 
Several local, state, and national 
agencies have been working to identify 
possible strategies and funding sources 
to help cities comply with the NPDES 
MS4 Permits and other State and 
Federal water quality standards.  These 
include the League of California Cities, 
Los Angeles Division; the California 
Contract Cities; the United States (U.S.) 

Conference of Mayors; and the County 
of Los Angeles Sanitation Districts.  
These agencies have been working both 
in concert and separately to identify 
technical and legislative alternatives 
that address the “stormwater problem.”   
 
Before the San Gabriel Valley can 
mobilize to identify solutions to the 
stormwater challenges faced by cities in 
the region, the state, and the nation, it 
is important to have an understanding 
of the cities’ water quality needs and a 
baseline level of awareness and 
education amongst decision makers.  
 
The SGVCOG’s Water Committee and 
Water TAC have been working to 
develop a strategy for addressing the 
issues associated with MS4 
implementation. In early October, the 
SGVCOG facilitated a survey related to 
MS4, gathering information about the 

costs, planning, outreach, and 
challenges associated with MS4 
implementation. After the survey was 
completed, the Water Committee  
reviewed the findings and determined 
there is a clear need for additional 
education around the subject.  
 
At a recent meeting the Water 
Committee voted to establish a 
subcommittee of the Water TAC, 
comprised of the technical leads from 
each Enhanced Watershed 
Management Plan group. The 
subcommittee will be tasked with 
creating educational presentations that 
the SGVCOG will then use for 
conducting outreach to elected officials, 
city managers, and city staff. 
Simultaneously with these efforts, the 
SGVCOG will continue to monitor and 
be involved with other efforts being 
undertaken throughout the county. 

San Gabriel Mountains Foothills and Rivers Protection Act  
On October 23rd, Congresswoman Judy 
Chu (CA‐27) introduced HR 3820, the 
San Gabriel Mountains Foothills and 
Rivers Protection Act. The bill, was 
cosponsored by Representatives Grace 
Napolitano (CA‐32), Adam Schiff (CA‐
28), Linda Sanchez (CA‐38), and Tony 
Cardenas (CA‐29). The San Gabriel 
Mountains Foothills and Rivers 
Protection Act has two main objectives: 
1) to expand the recently designated 
San Gabriel Mountains National 
Monument boundary to include the 
western areas of the Angeles National 
Forest, and 2) to establish a National 
Recreation Area (NRA) along the 
Foothills and San Gabriel River corridor.  
 
Last Congress, Representative Chu 
introduced HR 4858, the San Gabriel 
National Recreation Act, which would 
designate the San Gabriel Mountains, 
river corridors and Puente Hills as a 
National Recreation Area. While the bill 
was not passed by Congress, President 
Obama did designate the San Gabriel 
Mountains a National Monument 
through use of the Antiquities Act in 
October 2014.  

The map below depicts the area already 
designated a National Monument 
(green), the proposed expansion of the 
National Monument (pink), and the 

proposed National Recreation Area 
(blue).  

For more information visit 
chu.house.gov  
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Wednesday, December 2, 12 noon 
City Managers’ Steering Committee 
11333 Valley Boulevard, El Monte, CA 
 
Wednesday, December 2, 3:30 p.m. 
EENR Committee 
600 S. Mountain Ave., Monrovia, CA 
 
Thursday, December 3, 12 noon 
Planners TAC 
119 W. Palm Ave., Monrovia, CA 
 
Thursday, December 10, 3:00 p.m. 
Executive Committee  
4900 Rivergrade Road b130, Irwindale, CA 

Wednesday, December 16, 10:00 
a.m. 
Water Committee/TAC 
602 E. Huntington Dr., Monrovia, CA 
 
Thursday, January 21, 6:00 p.m. 
Governing Board 
602 E. Huntington Dr., Monrovia, CA 
 
Monday, January 11, 12 noon 
Public Works TAC 
211 E. Huntington Dr., Arcadia, CA 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming Meetings 

We encourage you to attend any of these meetings to find out more about 
what’s going on at the COG! 


