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Community Choice 
Aggregation Program (CCA) 
Community Choice Energy (CCE) 
leverages the market power of group 
purchasing and local control by 
allowing communi es to pool their 
electricity  demand in order to 
purchase and develop power on behalf 
of local residents, businesses, and 
municipal facili es. Around the 
country, CCAs have been authorized in 
seven states, including California. The 
California State Legislature authorized 
CCA in 2002 with the passing of AB 117. 
 
Local governments are able to 
par cipate in CCA by passing a local 
ordinance. U lity companies con nue 

to provide transmission and 
distribu on, consolidated billing, 
customer service, and grid 
maintenance.  CCE electric genera on 
charges will then appear as a new line 
item on the customer’s bill, while all 
other charges remain the same. CCE 
becomes the default electric provider, 
although customers will have the 
opportunity to opt‐out and can return 
to Investor Owned U lity service at any 

me. Throughout this whole process, 
the California Public U li es 
Commission (CPUC) cer fies the 
Implementa on Plan and oversees the 
u lity/CCE rela onship. (cont. page 3)  
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Annual Merry Mingle Celebration	

On Thursday, December 9, Board Members and staff from the SGVCOG a ended the Annual Merry Mingle Celebra on. The 
event—cohosted by the San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership, San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments, San Gabriel Valley 
Public Affairs Network, and San Gabriel Valley Regional Chamber of Commerce—  featured music, food, and fes ve décor. A lovely 

me was had by all! 

Strategic Planning Key Dates 
January 6—Responses to the Strategic Planning Survey are due 

January 21– Governing Board Mee ng 

Presenta on on Survey Responses 

February 18—Governing Board Mee ng 

Strategic Planning Session 

March 17– Governing Board Mee ng 

An cipated Adop on of the Strategic Plan 
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On September 18, 2015 the County 
Board of Supervisors authorized the 
County’s Office of Sustainability (COS) 
to begin the inves ga on and 
implementa on of a CCA program, to 
provide a formal status report back to 
the board in February 2016, and to 
provide bi‐monthly reports on the 
status of this effort. As part of this 
direc ve, COS was authorized to form a 
CCA Task Force to include 
representa on from the ci es 
interested in CCA. 
 
In October 2015, the County of Los 
Angeles sent a le er to every city in the 

county upda ng them on the County’s 
efforts at implemen ng a Countywide 
Community Choice Aggrega on 
Program, including informa on 
regarding the CCA Task Force. 
 
The CCA Task Force held their first 
mee ng on October 29, 2015. The 
SGVCOG is being represented on the 
Task Force by Diana Mahmud, Mayor of 
the City of South Pasadena and SGVCOG 
Execu ve Commi ee Member; and 
SGVCOG staff member, Marisa Creter.   
 
At this point in me, the County is 
working on gathering key energy 

consump on data from Southern 
California Edison (SCE), developing a 
technical analysis of CCA costs and 
revenues, developing CCA business 
plan, developing a financial plan, 
developing a marke ng plan, and 
developing CCA governance structure. 
These ac vi es will be discussed at the 
various Task Force mee ngs.  
 
The goal of the CCA implementa on 
team is to launch CCA 1 year from the 
date of the Board’s authoriza on on 
September 18, 2015.   

Sample bill from Marin County. The “MCE Electric Generation Charges” line item is how customers will see their CCE charges. 

Community Choice Aggregation (from page 1) 

2002 CCA authorized by the California State Legislature 

September 18, 2015 County Board of Supervisors authorized County’s Office of Sustainability to begin 

inves ga ng and implemen ng a CCA program 

October 2015 County sent a le er to ci es upda ng them on the CCA efforts and CCA Task 

Force is officially launched 

February 2016 County’s Office of Sustainability to report back to the Board of Supervisors and to 

begin bimonthly reports 

September 18, 2016 An cipated launch date for the CCA program 

Community Choice Aggregation Program Timeline 
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Transportation Update 
Below please find updates about the COG’s transporta on ac vi es, as well as other relevant regional and statewide updates.   

Metro Long Range Transportation Planning Update 

In a December 4 update from Metro, 
CEO Phillip Washington provided 
informa on about the progress being 
made to the Long Range Transporta on 
Plan (LRTP). Here are the highlights. 

The Metro Board has approved the 
performance metrics that Metro staff 
will use to evaluate the major highway 
and transit projects submi ed by the 
subregions. The metrics were 
developed based on criteria used 
statewide and na onally, and finalized 
through a process that solicited 
feedback from the Board and regional 
partners with a weigh ng scale 
established for each metric: 

 Mobility—to relieve conges on 
(45%) 

 Accessibility—to provide be er 
access (17.5%) 

 Economy—to grow economic 
benefits (12.5%) 

 Safety– to provide be er personal 
and public safety (12.5%) 

 Sustainability and Quality of Life  ‐
to enhance quality of life (12.5%) 

Metro staff will model the major 
projects based on these metrics 
including some exis ng Measure R 
projects that have been iden fied by 
the subregions as priori es for possible 
accelera on.  

The project evalua on process and 
program elements will drive the 
development of the Poten al Ballot 
Measure Expenditure Plan. In March, 
staff will make a recommenda on to 
the Metro Board on the Expenditure 
Plan that staff determines best suits 
transporta on solu ons for the region. 

There will a public comment period 
from March through June, when the 
Metro Board is expected to decide 
whether to pursue a sales tax measure 
as part of the November 2016 elec on. 

The project submissions by the 
subregions resulted in 2,300 projects 
totaling more than $273 billion. If 
Metro pursues a half cent sales tax 
increase and replacement of Measure R 
when it expires, it will generate an 
es mated $120 billion by 2057.  

While the projects are being evaluated 
and program alloca ons are being 
developed, Metro plans to launch a 
comprehensive and widespread 
educa on program focused on what has 
already been accomplished in the 
region. These efforts will highlight the 
progress Metro has made, including the 
construc on of five rail lines and 
various highway improvements.  

ACE Update 

In a recent update from the Alameda 
Corridor‐East Construc on Authority 
(ACE) we learned the new bridges were 
completed at all four streets crossing 
the 1.4 mile San Gabriel railroad trench. 
Now work is focused on excava ng the 
trench and pouring the bo om slab 
(bo om le ).  

Work has also con nued on the Puente 
Avenue grade separa on project, with 
crews (bo om middle) repaving Valley 

Boulevard. The new connector road 
between Valley Boulevard and 
Workman Will Road opened to traffic 
the week of December 21st. Now that 
the connector road is open, Workman 
Mill Road will close from south of Valley 
Boulevard to north of Third Avenue. The 
connector road will permanently 
reestablish the connec on between 
Valley Blvd. and Workman Will Rd. 
which will be eliminated when Puente 

Ave./Workman Mill Road is lowered in a 
roadway underpass. The Puente Avenue 
grade separa on project is scheduled to 
open to traffic in spring 2018. 

Lastly, crews worked extended hours 
over a ten‐day period to grade and 
place pavement in prepara on for 
reopening the intersec on of Nogales 
Street and Gale Avenue/Walnut Drive.  
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Federal Highway Transportation Bill 

On December 4, President Obama 
signed into law the long‐term surface 
transporta on authoriza on bill (aka 
the Fixing America’s Surface 
Transporta on Act or the FAST Act) that 
was passed by Congress on December 
3. The bill authorizes $305 billion for 
Highway, Transit and Railroad programs 
over five years.  

The bill, paid for with gas tax revenue 
and a package of $70 billion in offsets 
from other areas of the federal budget, 
calls for spending  approximately $205 
billion on highways and $48 billion on 
transit projects over the next five years.  

The passage of this bill represents a 

major milestone. Congress has not 
passed a transporta on funding bill that 
lasts longer than two years since 2005. 
This new bill formally reauthorizes the 
collec on of the 18.4 cents per gallon  
in gas tax that is typically used to pay 
for transporta on projects, and also 
includes $70 billion in “pay‐fors” to 
close a $16 billion deficit in annual 
transporta on funding that has 
developed as American cars have 
become more fuel‐efficient.  

The gas tax has been the tradi onal 
source for transporta on funding since 
its incep on in the 1930s, but 
lawmakers have resisted increasing the 

amount that drivers pay. The federal 
government typically spends about $50 
billion per year on transporta on 
projects, while the gas tax only 
generates $34 billion annually. 

For many years, Congress has been 
looking for a way to pay for long‐term 
transporta on funding without raising 
the gas tax. The bill outlines changes to 
custom fees and passport rules fro 
applicants who have delinquent taxes. 
Addi onally, the bill provides for 
contrac ng out some tax collec on 
services to private companies and 
tapping dividends from the Federal 
Reserve Bank.  

FY15—Current Law $3,542,468,412 

FY16 $3,732,001,547 

FY17 $3,799,881,396 

FY18 $3,882,001,196 

FY19 $3,969,619,475 

FY20 $4,064,689,233 

Highway Funding 

FY15—Current Law $1,253,984,980 

FY16 $1,317,468,210 

FY17 $1,343,523,066 

FY18 $1,371,406,841 

FY19 $1,399,901,100 

FY20 $1,428,800,364 

Transit Funding 

Summary of Funding for California 
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act (FAST Act) 

For more informa on visit h p://www.transporta on.gov/fastact. 
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2015 Energy Efficiency Awards Luncheon 

Environment & Water Update 
Below please find updates about the COG’s activities, as well as other energy, environment, natural resources and water updates.   

On December 9th,  the San Gabriel Valley Energy Wise Part‐
nership  held  the  2015  Energy  Leadership  Awards.  In  total, 
seven  cities were honored  for  their achievements and green 
leadership! 

2015 Award Winners 
Arcadia—Largest kWh Savings Individual Project 

Pomona—Largest kWh Savings Combined Projects 
Temple City—Largest kWh Savings Project (Small City) 

El Monte—Largest Therms Savings 
South Pasadena—Green Leadership Award  

Ci es of South El Monte, Arcadia, and Covina— 
Gold Level  
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Annual Holiday Light Exchange 
During November and December, SGVCOG staff participated in the annual San Gabriel Valley Energy Wise Partnership Holiday 
Light Exchange. Staff attended community events in nine cities, exchanging a total of 294 strands of lights! 

SAVINGS! 

By replacing a strand of 

incandescent lights with a 

strand of LED lights, SGV 

residents can reduce their 

energy usage by 80% during 

the month of  December! 

LED lights not only use less 

energy, but help residents 

save money by reducing 

money on their electric 

bills.  

Photo Key—Clockwise from top le : Santa’s Holiday 

Party, City of Duarte; Holiday Promenade and Tree 

Ligh ng, City of Claremont; Winter Wonderland, 

City of Covina; Christmas Tree Ligh ng, City of 

Rosemead; Holiday Extravaganza, City of San Dimas 
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Wednesday, January 6, 12 noon 
City Managers’ Steering Committee 
11333 Valley Boulevard, El Monte, CA 
 
Monday, January 11, 4:00 p.m. 
Executive Committee  
1000 S Fremont Ave, Unit 42 
Bldg, A10‐N, Suite 10210, Alhambra, CA 
 
Monday, January 11, 12 noon 
Public Works TAC 
211 E. Huntington Dr., Arcadia, CA 
 
Thursday, January 21, 6:00 p.m. 
Governing Board 
602 E. Huntington Dr., Monrovia, CA 

Wednesday, January 27, 10:00 a.m. 
Water Committee/TAC 
602 E. Huntington Dr., Monrovia, CA 
 
Wednesday, January 27, 3:30 p.m. 
EENR Committee 
600 S. Mountain Ave., Monrovia, CA 
 
Thursday, January 28, 12 noon 
Planners TAC 
119 W. Palm Ave., Monrovia, CA 

Upcoming Meetings 

We encourage you  to attend any of  these meetings  to find out more about 
what’s going on at the COG! 


