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On October 25, 2017, the San Gabriel 
Valley Council of Governments held its 
2nd Annual General Assembly.  The theme 
was “Tomorrowland in San Gabriel Valley: 
Transforma ve Changes in Mobility and 
Energy.” There were nearly 190 a endees 
this year, and they received a glimpse into 
the future of the San Gabriel Valley. The 
event opened with Steve PonTell, the 
Master of Ceremonies, kicking off the day’s 
discussion with a look at how technology 
has developed  and what we can expect in 
the future.  
 
The first morning panel highlighted the 
emerging role of ac ve transporta on in 
the region; new rideshare technologies; 
electric vehicles and the change in 

commu ng modes. The second panel 
discussed greenhouse gas emission 
reduction mandates and the importance 
of energy options for consumers. Ryan 
Popple, Proterra CEO and former Tesla 
Execu ve, was this year’s keynote 
speaker. Mr. Popple discussed climate 
change, and how public private 
partnerships can help phase out older 
combustion vehicles to incorporate 
electric vehicle fleets.  
 
The afternoon panel examined how the 
rapidly changing consumer purchasing 
patterns will likely force warehousing to 
be located closer to customers, thus 
impacting freight and product delivery. 
(Continued) 

SGVCOG President Cynthia Sternquist Master of Ceremonies Steve PonTell 
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Morning Panel 1: The Future of Transportation 

Morning Panel 2: The Future of Energy 

The second morning panel centered  on 
energy, and was moderated by George 
Minter, Regional Vice President of 
Southern California Gas Company. 
Panelists included Chris Thompson, 
Vice President of Public Affairs for 
Southern California Edison, Craig 
Perkins, Execu ve Director, the Energy 
Coali on, Dus n Grace, Vice President 

of Engineering, Proterra, and Caroline 
Choi, Senior Vice President of 
Regulatory Affairs, Southern California 
Edison. The key discussion topics the 
panel focused on were the statewide 
greenhouse gas emission reduc on 

mandates , an overview of Proterra and 
their electric buses, and  ba ery 
technology and energy storage as key 
components to reaching GHG 
reduc on mandates.  

Dus n Grace 

Caroline Choi, Craig Perkins and George Minter 

The first morning panel focused on 
transporta on and included Ryan 
Johnson, Planning Associate, Alta 
Planning + Design, Aus n Heyworth, 
Public Affairs Manager for Uber, Jay 
Kim, Assistant General Manager of 
Mobility Management for the LA 
Department of Transporta on, and 
John Fasana, Board Member, LA 
County Metropolitan Transporta on 
Authority. This group was moderated 
by Larry Wilson, Editor of the San 
Gabriel Valley Tribune. This panel 
explored ideas that lead to a wide 
ranging discussion that highlighted 
land use decisions cost‐sharing for 
first/last mile trips, and transforma ve 
technology in mobility. Addi onally, 
the panel discussed automated/
electric vehicles and the impacts these 
technologies will have on parking 
infrastructure.  

(Le  to Right) John Fasana, Jay Kim,  
Aus n Heyworth  and Ryan Johnson 
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Keynote Speaker Ryan Popple 

Afternoon Panel 1: The Future of Freight Delivery 

Dr. Genevieve Giuliano and Mark Christoffels  

The a ernoon panel was led by Mark 
Christoffels, CEO/Chief Engineer of 
Alameda Corridor‐East Construc on 
Authority. Mark was joined by Dr. 
Genevieve Giuliano, Professor at the 
Sol Price School of Public Policy, USC, 
and Carrie Bowen, District Director for 
Caltrans. The panel focused on another 
aspect of transporta on: freight and 
goods movement.  

Panelists discussed how the change in  
consumer behavior is impac ng the 
regional supply chain. Based on the 
changing consumer behavior the 
discussion explored how changing 
consumer purchasing trends  are forcing 
warehousing closer to customers. 
Addi onally, the panel lead a robust 

discussion centered around California’s 
plan to have 100,000 zero‐emission 
heavy‐duty vehicles by 2030 and how 
automated vehicles could be included 
in the delivery fleet. 

Afternoon Panel 2: Tomorrowland in the San Gabriel Valley 

The Master of Ceremonies, Steve 
PonTell, wrapped up the day along with 
Michael Woo, Dean of the College of 
Environmental Design at Cal Poly 
Pomona, and Blaine Fe er, Principal/
Owner at Samuelson and Fe er LLC. 
This final panel took the day’s 
discussion and provided the audience a 
picture of how the days topics will 
impact the region in the near future. 
The panel lead a great Q&A on how the 
increasing choices in modes of 
transporta on and real‐ me access to 
those modes impact the future of 
driving, parking, shopping, and 
recrea on. 

Michael Woo and Blaine Fe er 

This year’s keynote speaker Ryan 
Popple, CEO of Proterra, gave a 
powerful presenta on. He drove home 
the message that climate change is 
here now and has very real 
consequences such as, destruc ve 
wildfires and severe hurricanes. He 
argued that severe weather pa erns will 
worsen if ci es do not join the private 
sector in California in phasing out 
internal combus on engine vehicles. 
Mr. Popple was op mis c  that with 
increasing public private partnerships 
we have the power to force real 
change. 

SGVCOG Features Dynamic CEO As Keynote Speaker 
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San Gabriel Valley News In Brief 

Metro Begins the Process of Updating 
LRTP: 

 
On October 19, Metro staff presented an 
update to the SGVCOG Transporta on 
Commi ee on the Long‐Range 
Transporta on Plan (LRTP) development 
process, including revenue forecasts and 
factors for accelera ng projects.  
 
The LRTP update will be done in 
conjunc on with Metro’s Strategic Plan 
update. The LRTP update supports 
Metro’s goal to adapt to ongoing 
popula on, demographic, employment, 
economic and fiscal changes. Also, 
Measure M set the stage for a new, 
innova ve LRTP because of its 
transforma ve scope, which establishes 
a new baseline from which to plan and 
program. 
 
Key  LRTP  development milestones are 
as follows: 
 

 Winter 2018 ‐ Board Workshop 
Visioning Session, 

 Fall 2018 – Draft Values Framework 

 Spring 2019 ‐Draft Transportation 
Network and Management Plan 
Module 

 Summer 2019 ‐ Draft Implementing 
the Plan Module 

 Fall 2019 – Financial Plan 

 Winter 2020 ‐ Final LRTP 
 
For more informa on visit:  
h ps://www.metro.net/projects/lrtp/ 

Watershed Conservation Authority 
Receives  Grant Funds  to Develop a 
Mountains and Foothill Acquisition 

Plan: 
 
On September 25, the Rivers and 
Mountains Conservancy awarded the 
Watershed Conserva on Authority a 
$250,000 grant to develop a San 
Gabriel Mountains and Foothill 
Acquisi on Master Plan. 
 
The plan will be developed over two 
years, and it will include a 
comprehensive priori zed acquisi on 
strategy for approximately 100 foothill 
and mountain proper es. Addi onally, 
the plan will include a recommended 
resource management and opera ons 
strategy to preserve cri cal habitat and 
open space, improve watershed health 
and increase public access for 
compa ble uses such as mul ‐use trails 
and related passive recrea onal 
ameni es.   
 
It is expected that the final Master Plan 
will be completed by November 2019. 

San Gabriel Mountain Foothill Parcel Ownership Map 

Metrolink Celebrates 25 years of 
Operation: 

 
On October 21st, Metrolink celebrated 
its 25th year of service with an event at 
Union Sta on. For 25 years, Metrolink 
trains have been serving Southern 
Californians since 1992. Throughout the 
years, Metrolink has become a leader in 
the industry and has made great 
advances. The agency has expanded its 
service and has strongly supported the 
mobility of people in the region. 
Metrolink now  operates a 538‐route‐
mile system that travels through six 
coun es, including Los Angeles. The 
system serves 400 million passengers 
each year.  
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Union Station To Host Dinner in the 
Park this Holiday Season. 

 
For 46 years, Union Sta on 
Homeless Services has hosted an 
annual dinner event on Thanksgiving. 
This upli ing community event 
provides thousands of holiday meals 
and hope for all who a end, including 
homeless men, women, children, 
seniors, very low‐income families, and 
those with no place to go during the 
holidays. This event is free to the 
community, and the day will include a 
full meal, live music, and a children’s 
fun zone.  Event details are listed 
below: 
 
What:  Union Sta on Dinner in the   
 Park 
When:  November 23rd 
              11:00 am – 2:00pm 
Where: Central Park 
              219 Fair Oaks Avenue 
              Pasadena, CA 91105 
 
For more informa on, please contact 
Stephanie Harris at: 
sharris@unionsta onhs.org. 

SGVCOG Staff Participates in ATP Cycle 
4 Workshop: 

 
On October 26th, SGVCOG staff 
par cipated in an Ac ve Transporta on 
Program (ATP) workshop hosted by the 
California Transporta on Commission 
(CTC). The ATP was created to 
encourage increased use of ac ve 
modes of transporta on, such as biking 
and walking.  
 
It is an cipated that between $680‐
$880M will be available under Cycle 
4.  One major change to the ATP 
program guidelines is the presence of 5 
different project applica ons as follows: 

 Large projects,  

 Medium projects,  

 Small projects,  

 Small non‐infrastructure projects, 

 Small planning projects. 
 
Key dates for the development and 
adop on of the 2019 ATP Guidelines are 
as follows: 

 January 31, 2018 – Dra  ATP 
Guidelines presented to the CTC,  

 March 26, 2018 ‐ Call for projects 
released, and 

 May 30, 2018 – Project applica ons 
due to Caltrans 

The CTC will host  addi onal workshops 
on the ATP guidelines.  

San Gabriel Valley News In Brief (Cont.) 

 Foothill Goldline to Host 
Groundbreaking: 

 
On December 2nd, Foothill Gold Line 
will hold a groundbreaking ceremony 
for the Glendora to Montclair Gold Line 
Extension.  
 
What: Gold Line Glendora to 

Montclair Groundbreaking 
When:  December 2nd 
  9:30 am 
Where:   Citrus College 
                1000 W. Foothill Blvd 
                Glendora, CA 91741 
For more informa on visit   
www.foothillgoldine.org 

 SGVCOG Transportation Committee 
Receives Measure M Update: 

 
On October 19th, the SGVCOG 
Transporta on Commi ee received a 
presenta on on the Early Project 
Delivery Strategy. According, to 
Measure M, no project can be 
accelerated if it nega vely impacts or 
delays another Measure M project. This 
policy will outline criteria for the 
evalua on of factors outside the control 
of Metro that would impact a project. 
Metro staff proposed four categories of 
factors. Each factor is assigned a score 
rela ve to the poten al strength to 
accelerate a project. They are as 
follows: 
 

 Funding, 

 Process, 

 Partnerships, and 

 Innova ons. 
 
An evalua on tool incorpora ng these 
factors has been developed, for ini al 
screening. It is an cipated that no one 
factor is likely to accelerate  a project on 
its own. It is expected the Metro Board 
will adopt the evalua on policy in 
November. 
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 SGVCOG Cities Receive Homelessness Planning Grant  Funds 

In October, twenty‐three SGVCOG 
member ci es were awarded a total of 
$890,000 for homeless planning from the 
County of Los Angeles. COG member 
ci es accounted for nearly 50% of all 
ci es that applied for funding.   
 
The City Homeless Planning Grant funding 
will support ci es efforts to: 
  

 Collaborate with stakeholders, 

 Assess challenges and opportuni es 
related to homelessness, and 

 Develop a Homelessness Plan. 
 
Key next steps for all grantee ci es are as 
follows: 
  

 11/29/17: Mandatory Planning Grant 
Orienta on, and 

 6/30/18: Plan Comple on Date. 
  
In support of the grantee ci es, the COG 
hosted a pre‐orienta on mee ng on 
November 14th. The topics discussed 

included: 
 

 A proposed joint RFP process to 
acquire a homeless planning 
consultant, 

 County contracts with the grantee 
ci es,  

 Statement of Work review, and 

 Ci es concerns around homelessness.  
  
The goal of the pre‐orienta on mee ng 
was to provide grantee ci es a forum to 
ask ques ons, convey concerns, and 
receive clarifica ons. There were 32 
a endees, including LA County Homeless 

Ini a ve (HI) staff who were on hand to 
answer ques ons. The mee ng had the 
added benefit of providing feedback to 
the County on items they could consider 
and address at the upcoming orienta on. 
COG staff are currently dra ing an RFP, 
which will be released the week 
of November 20th. Addi onally, staff is  
dra ing an MOU between interested 
ci es and the COG to manage and 
procure  one ore more homeless planning 
consultants.  For more informa on 
contact Jan Cicco at jcicco@sgvcog.org 
 
 

SGVCOG Welcomes New Regional Homelessness Coordinator Jan Cicco 

The SGVCOG is happy to announce the 
hiring of Jan Cicco, the new SGVCOG 
Regional Homelessness Coordinator. Jan 
has worked in the homeless solutions 
field for 17 years. Her perspective on 
homelessness has been shaped by 
experience working in several different 
settings including the private and public 
sector. 
  
Jan joins the SGVCOG from the City of 
Pomona where she helped engage 
community members to develop the 
Pomona Homeless Plan. Additionally, 
Jan developed Operation Warm Heart, 
an innovative solution that markedly 
reduced the number of encampments 
within the City of Pomona. 
  
In her new role, Jan will be responsible 
for: 

 Engaging with member cites to 
increase participation with the 

County’s Homeless Initiative 
strategies and programs, 

 Working with community 
stakeholders and service providers to 
support the coordination of 
homeless services in the region,  

 Developing and prioritize a list of 
projects, in partnership with 
member cities to combat 
homelessness, and 

 Suppor ng the SGV Coordinated 
Entry System and the Con nuum of 
Care services for residents currently 
homeless and those who are at risk 
of becoming homeless.   

 
We welcome Jan, and wish her great 
success! 

New SGVCOG Homelessness Coordinator 
Jan Cicco 
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SGVCOG To Participate In Redefining  “Waters Of The United States” 

 

In July 2017, the Environmental 
Protec on Agency and the Department of 
the Army (the agencies) opened a docket 
in the Federal Registry ini a ng a           
two‐step process intended to review and 
revise the defini on of Waters of the 
United States (WOTUS). The first step 
rescinded the current defini on and the 
agencies are currently implemen ng    
step‐two, a no ce‐and‐comment period, 
as part of the rulemaking process. The 
agencies have scheduled a series of 
teleconferences to hear from 
stakeholders their recommenda ons as to 
how to revise the defini on of 
WOTUS.  Each listening session is tailored 
to a specific sector such as, agriculture, 
conserva on, stormwater, wastewater 
management, and drinking water 
agencies.   
 
As part of the review and revision process 
the SGVCOG par cipated in the Small 
Businesses/Organiza ons teleconference 
in September and will again par cipate on 
November 14th in the Stormwater 
teleconference. The COG will provide an 
overview of the unique regional flood 

control system  which, consists of under‐
street storm drains, open boxed channels, 
and trapezoidal rivers.  The COG will 
advocate that WOTUS be applied in such 
a way that it not hinder the conveyance of 
stormwater from one place to another.  
Addi onally, the Water Policy/TAC is 
preparing recommended wri en 
comments for Governing Board approval 
and submission to the federal record.  
These comments will address ques ons 
posed by the agencies such as: 

 How does Clean Water Act 
jurisdic on affect your agency? 

 Are there certain waters or features 
that you recommend the agencies 
consider excluding from the 
proposed defini on of WOTUS? 

 How would you like to see the 
concepts of “rela vely permanent” 
and “con nuous surface connec on” 
defined and implemented? 

SGVCOG/SGVEP PACE Partnership Is Off To A Successful Start 

In July 2017, the SGVCOG contracted with 
the San Gabriel Valley Economic 
Partnership (SGVEP) to ini ate a pilot 
program to promote LA County 
Commercial (LACC) Property Assessed 
Clean Energy (PACE). PACE is a financing 
program that provides 100% capital for 
commercial building improvements 
related to energy efficiency, seismic 
retrofit, water conserva on and 
renewable energy. The improvements can 
result in various benefits, including:  
 

 Improve underlying property value; 

 Boost net opera ng income; 

 Enhance property marketability; and 

 Create jobs. 
 
The advantage of partnering with the 
SGVEP to promote the LACC PACE 
program is the ability to leverage exis ng 
support to local efforts to a ract, retain 

and expand business opera ons 
throughout the San Gabriel Valley. 
Ul mately, the purpose of this 
partnership is to provide valuable 
outreach services and technical support 
to commercial property owners 
throughout the San Gabriel Valley. 
 
A er only three months in opera on, the 
SGVEP/LACC PACE program is off to a 
solid start with 17 prospec ve proper es 
under considera on, one formal approval 
of the ini al applica on for a pending 
project of $1.0 million, plus several 
seismic projects that are pending 
approval. 
 
On Thursday, November 16, 2017, the 
SGVEP will be hos ng a monthly luncheon 
event with the featured topic to be, “How 
to Obtain 100% Financing for Commercial 
Building Clean Energy Upgrades.”  The 
presenters will include David White, 

SGVEP Director of PACE Programs, Brad 
Donnelly, Account Execu ve with TRANE 
Energy Services Division, and Ben Dodge, 
Director of Business Development for 
CleanFund, the largest na onal direct 
lender under the Commercial PACE 
program. 
 
In conjunc on with the upcoming event, 
the SGVEP will be releasing its marke ng 
material as part of a formal launch of 
their outreach efforts to communicate 
with commercial property owners as well 
as business owners throughout the San 
Gabriel Valley.  Based upon the early 
ac vity level, the Partnership remains 
confident that the success of the program 
will be evident within the first two 
quarters of calendar year 2018. 

San Gabriel River 
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   Newsle er Editors: 

Chris an Cruz 
ccruz@sgvcog.org 
626‐457‐1800 
 
Ka e Ward 
kward@sgvcog.org 
626‐457‐1800 

Meetings 
 Wednesday,  November 1, 12:00 p.m. 
City Managers Steering Commi ee 
1444 W Garvey Ave, West Covina 
 
Monday, November 6,  12:00 p.m. 
Execu ve Commi ee 
1000 S. Fremont Ave., Alhambra 
 
Wednesday, November 15, 10:00 a.m. 
Water Commi ee 
602 E. Hun ngton Dr., Monrovia 
 
Wednesday, November 15, 12:30 p.m. 
EENR Commi ee 
602 E. Hun ngton Dr., Monrovia 
 
Thursday,  November 16,  4:00 p.m. 
Transporta on Commi ee 
602 E. Hun ngton Dr., Monrovia 
 
Thursday,  November 16,  6:00 p.m. 
Governing Board  
602 E. Hun ngton Dr., Monrovia 
 
Thursday,  November 30,  12:00 p.m. 
Planners TAC 
602 E. Hun ngton Dr., Monrovia 
 
Thursday,  November 30,  12:30 p.m. 
Homelessness Commi ee 
321 S. Myrtle, Monrovia 

City of South Pasadena Annual Turkey Trot 


