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National Monument Planning 

Moves Forward 

The U.S.  Forest Service and the National 
Forest Foundation  are beginning to plan 
for the new San Gabriel Mountains 
National Monument.   

The U.S. Forest Service (U.S.F.S.) will 
soon begin the development of the San 
Gabriel Mountains National Monument 
Management Plan.  President Obama’s 
Presidential Proclamation designating 
the National Monument dictated that 
this plan be completed in the next 3 
years.  The Monument Management 
Plan will identify the long-term (5 to 10 
year) strategic goals for the Monument.    
This document will be similar to the 
existing Angeles National Forest Land 
and Resource Management Plan, which 
was finalized in 2014.   

In the next several months, the U.S.F.S. 
will first release the “Need for Change” 
document for public review, outlining the 

deviations between the existing Forest 
Plan and the requirements for the 
National Monument included in 
President Obama’s Presidential 
Proclamation.  The U.S.F.S. will also 
begin a significant outreach campaign to 
gain public input for the Monument Plan.   

In addition, in March 2015, the National 
Forest Foundation, a non-profit that was 
created to work with the U.S. Forest 
Service to restore and enhance the 
nation’s forests and grasslands, held the 
first meeting of the San Gabriel 
Mountains Community Collaborative.  
The NFF has worked to bring together a 
collection of individuals representing a 
variety of different stakeholders — 
including those from academic, the 
business community, the environmental 
community, the health and 
environmental justice community, the 

water community, and local government 
— to help identify, prioritize, and 
advocate for investments that benefit 
both the San Gabriel Mountains National 
Monument and the Angeles National 
Forest.  Over the next 9 months, the 
Community Collaborative will meet to 
support this mission.  While the 
Community Collaborative is separate 
from the U.S.F.S.’s outreach effort, the 
Collaborative will be engaged in the 
development of the Monument Plan.  
The NFF has also raised more than $2 
million to fund projects in the Angeles 
National Forest and the San Gabriel 
Mountains National Monument.  The 
organization aims to collect $3 million 
over the rest of the year, to support 
additional services and resources in the 
San Gabriel Mountains and Forest.   

 

Valley Voice 
The Pulse of the  

San Gabriel Valley 

In the issue… 

#factcheck………………………….………………………2  

ACE Update………………………………………..……..2  

Executive Director’s Report….……………………3 

SGVEWP Featured Project..……………………...3 

MARCH  2015 

San Gabriel Mountains National Monument boundary.   



VALLEY VOICE | PULSE OF THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY  VOLUME 3, ISSUE 2 | Page 2 

 

#factcheck 

South Pasadena Park Goes Emission-Free! 
On February 26, 2015, the City of South 
Pasadena was recognized by the 
American Green Zone Alliance (AGZA) 
for having the first park in the nation 
maintained one-hundred percent gas and 
emissions-free.  Garfield Park, located at 
the zero-emissions  park in the nation.   
Only battery-electric lawn equipment 
and hand tools are being used to 
maintain the Park, which is a well-used 
community park and home to the City’s 
concert in the park series.    

“This is a huge accomplishment for our 
city and our residents. Visitors to Garfield 
Park will reap the benefits of not having 
to breathe all of the pollutants spewing 
from gas-powered lawn equipment,” 
stated South Pasadena City 
Councilmember and South Coast Air 

Quality Management District (AQMD) 
Boardmember Michael Cacciotti. 

Lawn mowers consume about 1.2 billions 
of gasoline annually, which is about 2% 
of U.S. motor gasoline consumption.  
Commercial mowing is the highest-
intensity use and accounts for about 35% 
of this total.  These commercial 
lawnmowers can consume more fuel 
than a typical car.  By converting to an 
alternative fuel system — such as 
propane, compressed natural gas, 
biodiesel, or electricity — there can be 
significant savings.  Electric mowers, 
which can be powered by a rechargeable 
battery or using a cord, not only have no 
tailpipe emissions; they also require little 
maintenance because of fewer moving 
parts and are relatively inexpensive to 
operate.   

City managers and staff from the San 
Gabriel Valley cities took a tour of five of 
the ACE Project’s grade separation 
projects throughout the region in early 
March 2015.  The tour began at the San 
Gabriel Mission, where work is currently 
underway on the $336.9 million San 
Gabriel Trench project, which will lower 
1.4 miles of railroad below-grade and 
construct bridges at 4 crossings for 
vehicles and pedestrians.  This project 
began in 2012 and is scheduled to be 
completed in 2017.   

The tour also included stops at several 
other grade separations including  

 The Baldwin Avenue underpass (El 
Monte) — $76.7 million four-lane 
roadway underpass with two-track 
railroad bridge that opened in early 
March 2015; 

  The Puente Avenue underpass 
(Industry and incorporated LA 
County) — $97.9 million project with 
a roadway underpass on Puente 
Avenue, bridges for Valley Boulevard 
and the Union Pacific Railroad tracks, 
and a loop connector road;  

 Sunset Avenue project (Industry, 
unincorporated Los Angeles County) 
— $93.8 million project (opened in 
2010) that elevated the  Union Pacific 
Railroad tracks on a 1.6 mile concrete
-walled flyover structure, with 
railroad bridges over Sunset and 
Orange Avenues; 

 Nogales Street underpass (West 
Covina, Industry) — $49.7 million 
underpass that was completed in 
2005.    

Since its creation in 1999, the ACE Project 
has completed railroad safety 
improvements at 39 crossings and seven 
grade separation projects, with eight 
grade separation projects remaining.  One 
of these remaining projects will be located 
in the City of Montebello, which recently 
requested that ACE include grade 
separations at Montebello Boulevard and 
Maple Drive and four-quad gates and 
safety improvements at Greenwood and 
Vail Avenue.  The ACE Board approved 
this change at the March 16, 2015, and the 
Governing Board will now consider the 
project modification request at its April 
meeting.   

 

 

35%
of lawn mower gasoline consumption comes 

from commercial mowing.

FACT FACTS

Funding Opportunity 

The California Transportation 
Commission (CTC) expects to adopt 
the guidelines for the 2015 Active 
Transportation Program (ATP) at its 
meeting on March 26, 2015, with 
applications due on June 1, 2015.  

Visit http://www.catc.ca.gov/
programs/ATP.htm for more 
information. 

ACE Update 

SGVCOG Cities Tour ACE Projects  

Attendees at the March 4, 2015, ACE Project Tour, of 
five of the grade separation projects that ACE has 
either completed or that are under construction.   

Garfield Park in South Pasadena has been recognized 
as the  first emissions-free park in the nation.   
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Executive Director’s Report  

Mobility Matrix LRTP 

SGVEWP Featured Project 

Middle-Income Direct Install Program Launches in 
the San Gabriel Valley 

More San Gabriel Valley residents are 
now eligible for energy efficiency 
upgrades through the expansion of the 
utilities’ middle-income direct install 
program.   

Through these programs, residents 
whose incomes fall between 201% and 
300% of the Federal Poverty Line are 
now eligible for a number of upgrades 
including  

 Smart Power Strips 

 Lighting Upgrades  

 Weatherization  

 Pool Pump Replacement  

 Attic insulation  

 Low-flow shower heads 

 Duct sealing & testing  

 High efficiency clothes washers 
 
This program is open to both owners or 
renters, with the written consent of the 
landlord, in single-family and multi-
family homes.   
 
Both Southern California Edison (SCE) 
and Southern California Gas (SCG) are 
able to offer these programs with the 

ratepayer funds collected by the 
California Public Utilities Commission.   
After the income qualification process, a 
contractor conducts a walk-through 
assessment to identify potential 
opportunities for energy-saving 
measures.  After the measures have been 
identified, the contractor will return to 
install the new replacement appliances 
and complete the other services.   
 
The MIDI program is an expansion of the 
utilities’ Energy Savings Assistance 
Program (ESAP), which offers the same 
upgrades for residents whose incomes 
fall below 200% of the Federal Poverty 
Line. 
 
This year, the SGVEWP will be 
conducting targeted marketing to 
promote these opportunities for low– 
and medium-income residents.  The 
SGVEWP will not only promote these 
programs as a part of its free home 
energy assessments but will also work 
with cities to incorporate these utilities 
programs, as well as additional financing 
and rebate opportunities from Los 
Angeles County, into cities’ existing 
home rehabilitation loan programs.   

 

SGVEWP Status Update 

4 projects completed  

564,746  
kWh saved  

These are the projects that have been 
completed and incentives that cities have 
received since the beginning of 2015:  

$80,712 
in incentives for cities 

$84,712 
in estimated annual averted 
energy costs  

I am extremely honored and happy to be 
back with the San Gabriel Valley Council 
of Governments!  Andrea Miller did an 
outstanding job administering the 
Renaissance of the SGVCOG with the 
help of phenomenal leadership of the 
Executive Committee and the entire 
Board of Directors.  The work done to 
improve the value-added benefits to all 
of our 35 member agencies has been 
remarkable and a true testimony to what 
the SGVCOG is all about.   

The San Gabriel Valley Council of 
Governments is in great shape with 
improved fiscal stability and an updated 
Strategic Plan that focuses on our 
common interests and challenges.  Some 

of our other major accomplishments  this 
year include: 

 The completion of the “Mobility 
Matrix,” which essentially serves our 
transportation Capital Improvement 
Plan for the region, and will serve as 
a critical tool in moving our 
transportation goals forward;   

 Our continued progress in achieving 
regional sustainability goals through 
our Energywise Partnership, 
including our collaboration with the 
CivicSpark program.; and  

 Our national recognized success 
through the ACE Projects, which has 
reduced traffic congestion,  

improved goods movement, and 
enhanced safety at major rail 
crossings throughout the Valley. 

My thanks to Mark Christoffels, ACE 

CEO, for his guidance and assistance on 

the Mobility Matrix, and working with 

the Project Development Team 

consisting of staff members from several 

of our member cities!  

Sincerely, 
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Upcoming Meetings 
Monday, March 23, 12:00 noon 
HCED Committee 
119 W. Palm Ave; Monrovia, CA 

Wednesday, March 25, 3:30 p.m. 
EENR Committee 
600 S. Mountain Ave; Monrovia, CA 

Thursday, March 26, 12:00 noon 
Planners TAC 
119 W. Palm Ave; Monrovia, CA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, April 1, 12:00 noon 
City Managers’ Steering Committee 
11333 Valley Blvd; El Monte, CA 

Monday, April 6, 4:00 p.m. 
Executive Committee 
1000 S. Fremont Ave, Ste 10-210; Alhambra, 
CA  

Thursday, April 9, 3:30 p.m. 
Water Committee/TAC 
725 N. Azusa Ave; Azusa, CA  

 

These meetings are open to the public, and you are encouraged to attend 
to find out more about what’s going on at the COG.  Current agendas can 
also be found at http://www.sgvcog.org/agendas.   

mailto:sgv@sgvcog.org
http://www.sgvcog.org/#!meeting-agendas/c5sa

