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SGVCOG Weekly Recap 
Week of October 30, 2017 

 Ad Hoc Integration Committee: The Ad Hoc Integration Committee held its second meeting
on October 30th. They reviewed final versions of the JPA and bylaws. It is anticipated that the
JPA will be transmitted to member agencies for adoption on November 7th. The bylaws are
scheduled for first reading at the November Governing Board meeting and adoption at the
December Governing Board meeting. Additionally, the Committee discussed interim and
long-term steps to integrate the ACE and COG personnel systems. In December, the
Committee will be presenting an interim integration salary resolution to the Governing Board
for adoption. To address long-term integration, the Committee is preparing to release an RFP
to undertake a salary and classification study in early November. It is expected that the
Governing Board will consider award of contract for that project in January.

 City Managers’ Steering Committee Meeting: This month, the Committee took action on
several items, including the proposed Executive Director job description, ACE MOU for
integration-related costs, amendment to the existing SCE/SGVCOG contract, and the FY 17-
18 1st Quarter Financial Report. All items were approved unanimously for Governing Board
recommendation. Additionally, members were briefed on ACE/SGVCOG integration updates,
such as efforts to integrate personnel systems, and recent updates/changes to the JPA and
bylaws. For the December meeting, the Committee will be given an update presentation from
Hasan Ikhrata, Executive Director of SCAG.

 Assemblymember Chris Holden Transportation Hearing: Assemblymember Holden
hosted a hearing on transportation on November 2nd. The theme of the hearing was
“Advancing Sustainability in Regional Transportation Projects.” Topics included first/last mile
improvements, complete streets, active transportation, transportation mitigation strategies for
the 710 gap, and SB 1. John Fasana and Mark Christoffels served as speakers and
discussed the COG’s efforts related to initiatives such as active transportation and first/last
mile improvements. Additional speakers included Carrie Bowen (Caltrans), Art Leahy
(Metrolink), Doran Barnes (Foothill Transit) and Habib Balian (Foothill Gold Line Construction
Authority).

 Homeless Coordinator: This week the SGVCOG welcomed Jan Cicco, the new COG
Regional Homelessness Coordinator. Jan brings nearly 17 years of homeless solutions
experience to the COG and its member cities. She has experience working in the nonprofit,
private and public sectors. Jan joins us from the City of Pomona, and she will be responsible
for actively engaging with member cities, community stakeholders and service providers. We
look forward to the great work she will be doing to help our cities combat homelessness.

 LA County Commercial PACE Update: In July 2017, the SGVCOG contracted with the San
Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership (SGVEP) to initiate a pilot program to promote LA
County Commercial (LACC) Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE). PACE is a financing
program that provides 100% capital for commercial building improvements related to energy
efficiency, seismic retrofit, water conservation and renewable energy. After only three months
in operation, the SGVEP/LACC PACE program is off to a solid start with 17 prospective
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properties under consideration, one formal approval of the initial application for a pending 
project of $1.0 million, plus several seismic projects that are pending approval. Additionally, 
the SGVEP will host a luncheon event on Thursday, November 16, titled “How to Obtain 
100% Financing for Commercial Building Clean Energy Upgrades.” Visit 
https://sgvpartnership.org/event-2701108 for more information. 

 Energy Wise Community Outreach: This week, SGVCOG staff participated in two
community events: Claremont Village Venture on October 28 and the City of Covina's Annual
Halloween Carnival on October 31. Staff promoted the program offerings of the Energy Wise
Partnership, as well as collected input from the public on where future bike share stations
should be sited in both cities.

 5 City Active Transportation Plan Outreach: The first round of community outreach
wrapped up for the SGV Regional Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan in the cities of
Irwindale, Glendora, and Monrovia at events on October 28, October 31 and November 3
respectively. This project is funded through a Statewide Active Transportation Program (ATP)
grant received by the SGVCOG. Along with other regional-wide tasks, this effort will develop
local pedestrian and bicycle plans for 5 participating cities (Glendora, Irwindale, Montebello,
La Puente, and Monrovia). The second round of outreach is anticipated to begin in Spring
2018.

https://sgvpartnership.org/event-2701108
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SGVCOG Weekly Recap 
Week of October 24, 2017 

 Homelessness Planning Grant Award: On October 23rd, the LA County announced that all
23 San Gabriel Valley cities that submitted applications under the Homeless Planning Grant
program were conditionally awarded funding. In total, the cities will receive $890,000. All
awarded cities will need to attend a mandatory City Grantee Orientation, which is scheduled
for November 29th, from 9:30am-1pm (location TBD). Congratulations to all the cities! The
SGVCOG Homeless Coordinator will be following up to assist cities with implementation.

 Take Back Our Communities Meeting: On October 24th, the Taking Back Our Community
Coalition (TBOC) held an update meeting on a proposed ballot initiative. This initiative would
amend Prop 47 to re-classify crimes that are currently considered “Non-Violent Crimes,” such
as domestic violence and sex trafficking, to “Violent Crimes.” The City of Monrovia, along with
the Cities of Arcadia and Glendora, initiated the Coalition. To date, the coalition has grown to
include 23 members, and membership is continuing to grow. SGVCOG staff attended this
initial meeting and will continue to provide information to member cities.

 Benchmarking Training: On October 24, SGVCOG staff participated in a half-day
commercial benchmarking training offered by Southern California Edison (SCE). The training
provided a detailed overview of the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) energy
benchmarking tool, Portfolio Manager. Portfolio Manager is the standard national platform for
benchmarking energy use in commercial buildings in the US. The knowledge provided in this
training will allow staff to put the finishing touches on the benchmarking policy being
developed for the cities of Monrovia, Pomona, South Pasadena and West Covina. The
SGVCOG was awarded funding from SCE earlier this year to complete these policies.

 Planners TAC: This month, the Committee heard from Jason Mikaelian, City Planner for the
City of El Monte, on the City’s Downtown Specific Plan project. He described many different
aspects of this specific plan, including community outreach and input, design standards,
zoning changes, housing, transit access, mall development, parking issues, and funding of
new projects which are to be undertaken as a result of the goals of the specific plan.
Additionally, staff presented an update on the recent package of housing legislation that was
signed into law by Governor Brown. TAC Members were presented with a staff report which
summarized 16 bills, for information only.

 Homelessness Committee: This month, the Committee heard two presentations. The first
presentation was given by the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA) data team.
They covered the data analysis methodology utilized for the yearly Point-In-Time Count. Lorin
Kinney, LAHSA Data Analyst, offered insights on data collection as it pertained to the
sheltered and unsheltered homeless, as well as information on how their demographic survey
is incorporated into their yearly report. Second, the committee heard from Family Promise
SGV, a nonprofit organization that addresses family homelessness in the local community.
Family Promise SGV, also highlighted their partnership with the Alhambra Unified School
District. This partnership provides case management resources for homeless students and
their families.
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 ATP Cycle 4 Webinar: This past Thursday, SGVCOG staff participated in an Active
Transportation Program (ATP) workshop hosted by the California Transportation Commission
(CTC). The ATP was created to encourage increased use of active modes of transportation,
such as biking and walking. It is anticipated that between $680-$880M will be available under
Cycle 4. One major change to the ATP program guidelines is the presence of 5 different
project applications, which include (1) large projects, (2) medium projects, (3) small projects,
(4) small non-infrastructure projects, and (5) small planning projects. The CTC had over 400
applications submitted last cycle. The CTC will host an additional workshop on the ATP
guidelines at Metro (One Gateway Plaza Los Angeles, CA 90012) on November 9 at 10:00
a.m.

 Metro ATP Cycle Assistance: At its meeting on October 26th, the Metro Board of Directors
approved guidelines for providing application assistance for ATP Cycle 4. The approved
recommendation is to dedicate 75% of funding for application assistance to projects that
support First/Last Mile Strategies to transit stations. Additionally,  Supervisor Solis requested
that Metro staff work with with LA DPW and the SGVCOG to develop an application to fund
San Gabriel Valley Greenway Network projects.

 Community Outreach: On October 21, SGVCOG staff attended the City of El Monte's
Children's Day Parade & Harvest Festival at Arceo Park. Staff promoted the program
offerings of the Energy Wise Partnership, as well as collected input from members of the
public on where future Metro Bike share stations should be sited throughout the City of El
Monte. There were over 1,000 attendees for the event that included participants ranging from
local businesses, little league teams and city council members.
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Governing Board Recap 
 4th Amendment to the Joint Powers Authority (JPA):

● Action: The Governing Board approved the revised JPA, with final review of minor
wording modifications to be reviewed by the Executive Committee prior to distribution to
cities.

● Summary: There are two primary changes to the JPA: 1) a change in reference to the
ACE Construction Authority to instead reference a “capital project and construction
committee” (the specifics of the membership, and functionality of the Committee, are
outlined in the draft amended bylaws) and 2) additional language related to
indemnification and insurance to protect member agencies from capital projects being
undertaken in other jurisdictions. After final review by the Executive Committee, staff will
transmit the JPA with a resolution to all member agencies for adoption. It is anticipated
that the JPA will be sent to member agencies the week of November 6th. The JPA
amendment will become effective once approved by a majority of member agencies.
Attached is a copy of the JPA that shows the revisions that were made at the meeting.

 Bylaws
● Action: The Governing Board provided direction to staff on the following:

○ Provided for a delegate and alternate on the Capital Project and Construction
Committee (Committee), with both being from the same district but from different
cities.

○ At this time, limited the membership of the Committee to not include additional
members representing specific projects.

○ Modified language to indicate that any member can be removed from a
committee for cause by a two-thirds vote of the Governing Board.

○ Included language that reflected the “partial review” option with respect to
Governing Board review of actions taken by the Committee. This option provides
for some decisions of the Committee to be final, and allows for certain actions to
be reviewed by the Governing Board at the request of at least seven Governing
Board members.

● Summary: There were three categories of changes included in the bylaws: 1)
Clarifications and corrections to reflect current practices; 2) Modifications that reflect the
specific board action taken in August 2017 regarding the ACE/COG merger; and 3)
Areas related to the Capital Project and Construction Committee that required further
policy direction. Based on the direction provided by the Governing Board, the final
revised bylaws will be presented to the Governing Board for first reading in November
and for adoption in December. The bylaws will become effective immediately after the
JPA is adopted by a majority of the members. Attached is a copy of the bylaws that
shows the revisions that were made at the meeting.

 Budget Revision
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● Action: The Governing Board approved Amendment #1 to the FY 2017-18 budget.
● Summary: The most significant modification is the inclusion of one-time costs related to

the SGVCOG/ACE integration and Executive Director recruitment. Those costs are
estimated to be approximately $175,000 and will need to be paid using the COG’s
reserves. Currently, the COG’s reserves are approximately $834,000. In addition, the
budget revision  reflects a number of changes related to new grant programs (e.g. LA
County Commercial PACE and Metro Open Streets Grants) and changes in staffing.
Those changes reflect no net impact to the budget.

 Upper LA River (ULAR) Consolidated Integrated Monitoring Program (CIMP) MOU
● Action: The Governing Board authorized staff to enter into agreements for financial

management of the Upper LA River (ULAR) Consolidated Integrated Monitoring
Program (CIMP). The Governing Board directed staff to not exercise the option to
undertake marketing of monitoring services to Individual Industrial Permittees (IIPs) at
this time and to report back with additional information before taking further action
related to this optional task.

● Summary: The City of Los Angeles has been conducting this monitoring on behalf of the
member cities of the ULAR watershed group. Those members seek to separate the
billing and financial management from the technical monitoring and reporting functions of
the CIMP and asked the COG to assume financial management for which the COG will
be paid an annual fee. The COG would receive $100,000 per year for this financial
management work. The COG would not have any enforcement responsibility related to
MS-4 permit compliance and would not have any financial responsibility if a participating
agency fails to pay. Since receiving Governing Board approval, staff will now work with
participating cities to execute the MOUs.

 Ad Hoc Legislative Committee
● Action: The Governing Board took action to dissolve the Legislative Ad Hoc Committee,

and directed staff to continue monitoring select legislation that does not fall within one of
the SGVCOG Policy Committees and report out to the Executive Committee as needed.
Items that do not fall within the strategic plan will now be referred to the City Managers’
TAC for review and consideration.

● Summary: In January 2017, the SGVCOG Governing Board authorized the creation of
an Ad Hoc Legislative Committee for one legislative year. The committee was tasked to
report back at the conclusion of the legislative cycle with recommendations on how a
permanent policy Committee would function or if one would be necessary moving
forward. The Ad-Hoc committee members recommended dissolving the committee and
tracking and reviewing legislation through the existing committee structure.
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SGVCOG Weekly Recap 
Week of October 16, 2017 

 SB 541 (Allen): This legislation, which was sponsored by the SGVCOG, was signed by
Governor Brown on October 14th. It requires several state agencies, including the
Department of Education, recommend best design practices that include water capture
design standards for all new, reconstructed, or altered public schools, including school
grounds. These recommendations are to be reported the Governor and the Legislature on or
before January 1, 2019. The SGVCOG sponsored this bill as result of the adoption of a
stormwater legislative agenda in January 2017. This bill assists cities to meet stormwater
permit requirements as partnerships with schools and improvements in school site design
may increase opportunities for infiltration and stormwater capture.

 Public Works TAC: On October 16th, the Public Works TAC heard a presentation on
Metro’s “Measure Up” project, which is a countywide baseline conditions analysis that
evaluates the performance of arterials throughout LA County. Cities have access to this
analytical tool, which enables them to make data-driven decisions. The presentation also
included a live demo of how to use, understand, and navigate through the tool itself.
SGVCOG staff also provided updates on the ACE/COG integration, General Assembly and
the COG’s new Building Energy Efficiency Competition (BEEC), which is a Valley-wide
benchmarking project.

 FCD Tour: On October 17th, Eric Wolf, along with County Public Works staff, provided a tour
of the Flood Control District and proposed EWMP project sites, to Joe Sheehy, the
Washington, D.C.-based Legislative Director for Congresswoman Napolitano.  Joe asked for
follow up information on SB 633 and data on the costs of EWMP projects.  Staff provided the
information.

 Additional Funding for City Homelessness Plans: On October 17th, the LA County Board
of Supervisors approved an additional $575,000 in funding for local city homelessness plans.
In the San Gabriel Valley, 23 cities submitted applications requesting a total of $890,000, so
this additional funding was critical to ensure that all eligible applications can be funded. It is
anticipated that funding awards will be announced by the end of October. Thank you to
Supervisors Solis and Barger for authoring the motion to provide this additional funding!

 EENR Committee: On October 18th, the EENR Committee discussed the development of an
environmental legislative platform for the 2017-18 legislative cycle. Possible areas of focus
include Community Choice Aggregation, energy and solid waste.

 Water Committee: On October 18th. the Water Policy/TAC heard two presentations: one
given by the US Army Corps of Engineers on plans to improve the safety of the Whittier
Narrows Dam and one was an update on the County of Los Angeles’ Water Resilience Plan.
Staff also updated members on the final status of water-related legislation. Finally, members
discussed the draft comments for submission to the Federal Registry regarding the EPA’s
effort to clarify the definition and jurisdictional reach of “Waters of the United States.”
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 Transportation Committee: The Transportation Committee heard two presentations. The
first presentation was on expansion of the Countywide Metro Bike Share program into the
San Gabriel Valley. In August, the SGVCOG received $4.5M in Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Funds (GGRF), which will fund 840 bikes and 84 stations in 15 participating cities.
Additionally, Metro staff presented an update on the Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP)
development process, including revenue forecasts and factors for accelerating projects.

 INFRA Grant: Next week, Caltrans is submitting an application to the USDOT INFRA grant
program. This application is being submitted in partnership with SCAG, Metro, OCTA, and
SBCTA. It includes a request for $57M for the 57/60 Confluence project, which has been
adopted a priority transportation project for the SGVCOG. In keeping with prior Board
direction, SGVCOG staff submitted a letter of support for this application.

 General Assembly: The SGVCOG will be hosting its 2nd Annual General Assembly on
Wednesday, October 25th. This year’s theme is “Tomorrowland in the San Gabriel Valley:
Transformative Changes in Mobility and Energy.” Regional leaders will discuss how best to
meet the challenges of tomorrow today. There will be three panels that will be focusing on the
future of transportation, mobility, freight and alternative energy. The program MC will be
Steve Pontell, CEO & President of National Community Renaissance a nonprofit think tank
that advances sustainable economic competitiveness. It is shaping up to be a great program,
and we hope to see you there!

 Community Outreach: On October 14, SGVCOG staff attended the City of Montebello's
Annual Parade and Festival at Montebello Park. Staff promoted the program offerings of the
EnergyWise Partnership, as well as collected input from the public on where future bike share
stations should be sited throughout the City. Additionally, community outreach began for SGV
Regional Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan (the Plan) in the cities of La Puente and
Montebello at events on October 13 and October 14. The Plan is funded through a Statewide
Active Transportation Program (ATP) grant received by the SGVCOG. Along with other
regional-wide tasks, this effort will develop local pedestrian and bicycle plans for 5
participating cities (Glendora, Irwindale, Montebello, La Puente, and Monrovia).
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SGVCOG Weekly Recap 
Week of October 09, 2017 

 Pomona Urban Greening Grant Site Visit: In May 2017, the SGVCOG assisted the cities of
Glendora, South Pasadena, and Pomona in submitting grant applications under the Urban
Greening Grant Program. This is a highly competitive grant program that provides funding for
projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions through measures including tree planting and
the creation of bicycle paths and trails. A minimum of 75% of funding is set aside for
disadvantaged communities, and $76 million will be awarded. The City of Pomona’s project
was selected to proceed to the second round of review, which includes a site visit from
representatives of the California Natural Resources Agency. The City’s application requests
$1.39M in funding for the planned 1.76 acre  Phil and Nell Soto Park. The project includes
native plants and trees, low water irrigation equipment, bioswales, LED lighting, recycled
materials, and permeable surfaces. This project supports the SGVCOG’s adopted policies
related to water, stormwater, and open space. I participated in the site visit along with
representatives from Supervisor Solis’ office, the RMC, California Conservation Corps, Bike
SGV, and Day One; residents; and members of the Soto Family. The City of Pomona
anticipates receiving notification regarding grant award in the coming months.

 Supplemental  Active  Transportation  Program  (ATP) Funds: Last week, SCAG
awarded an additional $40.6 million in funding to projects submitted through ATP Cycle This
funding was made available as result of the passage of SB 1. In the San Gabriel Valley, 6
projects were awarded $8.98 million in funding, as follows:

○ City of Glendora - Glendora Urban Trail and Greenway Network ($1,792,000)
○ City of La Puente - Safe Routes to School Master Plan ($200,000)
○ City of Montebello - Montebello Boulevard Bike Lane and Sidewalk Improvement

Project ($4,187,000)
○ City of Pasadena - PUSD Safe Routes to School Education and Encouragement

Program ($750,000)
○ City of San Gabriel - Safe Routes to School Master Plan ($200,000)
○ County   of   Los Angeles  - Temple Avenue Complete Street Improvements

($1,847,000)
COG staff assisted in the development of San Gabriel’s Safe Routes to School Plan 
application, and the Glendora Urban Trail project is a part of the COG’s Regional Greenway 
Network. Congratulations to all the projects that were awarded funding! 

 Bike Share Workshop: In partnership with Metro, the SGVCOG hosted a highly successful
bike share on Wednesday. Thirteen cities were in attendance, with 35 total attendees. Metro
staff provided an overview of the Countywide bike share program, and COG staff provided
information on the $4.5 million grant the COG received to implement bike share in the San
Gabriel Valley. This grant will provide funding for 84 bike share stations and 840 bikes across
15 participating cities. Metro and COG staff are in the process of completing a regional
feasibility study that will identify an optimized network across the Valley. This is the first time
that Metro has undertaken this type of regional approach. Staff anticipates requesting
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allocation of funds from the CTC by the end of FY 2017-18. Additionally, COG staff will be 
working with City staff to engage colleges, universities and major employers to support this 
program. Metro and COG staff will be presenting an update at next week’s Transportation 
Committee. 

 Greenway TAC Meeting: The Greenway Network TAC held its second meeting this
Wednesday. The purpose of the meeting was to review the initial results of the feasibility
study, which identifies the most an initial regional trail and bike path network along rivers,
washes, flood control, utility corridors, and railroad right of way across the San Gabriel Valley.
The consultants have identified over 300 miles of potential network, and are working to
identify the priority 50 miles to completed in the near-term. The criteria being used to identify
these priority projects includes constructability and connectivity to transit, schools and other
points of interest. The findings of this study will be used guide programming of the
SGVCOG’s Measure M funding. The SGVCOG’s subregional funding provides $231 million
for active transportation projects, including the Greenway Network.

 Community Outreach: SGVCOG staff attended the City of Walnut’s Annual Family Festival
& Parade this past Saturday. Staff promoted its Energy Wise programs, which included
information on energy efficiency programs, rebates, and tips. The Walnut Family Festival
brought together the community by featuring a parade, live entertainment, activities for
children, food, and a variety of vendors. For the remainder of October, the SGVCOG’s plans
to attend the following community events:

○ El Monte Harvest Fest (10/21)
○ Montebello Parade and Park Festival (10/14)
○ Claremont Village Venture (10/28)
○ Covina Halloween Carnival (10/31)
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SGVCOG Weekly Recap 
Week of October 02, 2017 

 Ad Hoc Integration Committee: The Ad Hoc Integration Committee held its first meeting on
Monday, October 2nd. The membership of the Committee is as follows:

○ Joe Lyons (City of Claremont, SGVCOG 2nd Vice President),
○ Becky Shevlin (City of Monrovia, SGVCOG 3rd Vice President),
○ Barbara Messina (City of Alhambra),
○ Tim Hepburn (City of La Verne),
○ Jack Hadjinian (City of Montebello), and
○ Tim Sandoval (City of Pomona).

Joe Lyons is serving as Chair. The Committee reviewed its mission and purpose and 
discussed the process and schedule for presenting the revised JPA and Bylaws to the 
Governing Board. 

 Metro PAC Meeting: Mark Christoffels and I attend the Metro Policy Advisory Committee
(PAC) on Tuesday, October 3rd. Primary discussion topics included the next update of the
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and the Measure M multi-year subregional
programs (MSPs). Metro staff is currently developing administrative guidelines to inform the
MSP process. The guidelines address performance metrics and community engagement.
Metro staff also reviewed 5-year fund estimates for the MSPs.

 Committee Meetings: The Executive Committee and City Managers’ Steering Committee
held their regular monthly meetings. They discussed major action items that are scheduled
for the October Governing Board meeting including the revised JPA and Bylaws and a
proposed budget amendment that reflects the integration-related costs and new grant
projects and funding.

 Homeless Contract Executed: On October 4th, the SGVCOG executed a contract with the
County of Los Angeles to provide funding to support the homeless coordination efforts. The
SGVCOG will receive approximately $158,000 per year and will use this money to fund a
Regional Homeless Coordinator position. The recruitment process is currently underway, and
it is expected that selected candidate will begin work in early November.

 Local Government All Partners Meeting: Staff that support the COG’s Energy Wise
Partnership attended the annual Local Government All Partners meeting Monday, October
2nd at Southern California Edison’s (SCE) Energy Education facility in Irwindale. The meeting
provided updates to local governments on all areas of SCE and SoCalGas energy efficiency
programs, from regulatory updates from the California Public Utilities Commission to
highlights on municipal energy efficiency projects throughout Southern California.

 Business Women Achievement Award: Business Life Magazine celebrated its 28th annual
Women Achiever's Awards. This year SGVCOG President Cynthia Sternquist and ACE
President Juli Costanzo were honored. They were recognized for the positive impact they
have had through their community service and leadership.
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 Community Outreach: On Monday, October 2nd, staff attended Sustainable Claremont’s
Annual Meeting to promote the Energy Wise Partnership and provide residents with
information on existing utility rebates and programs. This year’s Annual Meeting, featured
awards for local environmental leaders, sustainability exhibits, and reflections on the progress
and future of Sustainable Claremont.
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