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The Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors voted  to place a parks 
funding measure on the November  8 
ballot. The Safe, Clean Neighborhood 
Parks, Open Space, Beaches, Rivers 
Protec on and Water Conserva on 
Measure would replace funding under 
Proposi on A, which is set to expire in 
2019. The measure would add a parcel 
tax of 1.5 cents per square foot of 
developed property. An average 
homeowner with a 1,500 square foot 
home would pay approximately $22.50 a 
year. If approved by  two‐thirds of the 
voters, the measure would raise just 
over $92.7 million annually. The funds 
would then be used by the County, ci es 
and local communi es to protect, 
enhance and maintain our neighborhood 
parks, open space, trails, beaches, 
natural habitat and rivers, creeks and 
streams. 

In March 2015, Los Angeles County 
ini ated the Countywide Comprehensive 
Parks and Recrea on Needs Assessment. 
This effort was completed over the 
course of 14 months, and consisted of 
several dis nct, yet overlapping phases 

that followed the following format: 

Project Ini a on 

 40‐member Steering Commi ee 
Formed 

 9‐member Technical Advisory 
Commi ee Formed 

Inventory 

 Demographic, Health, Safety and 
environment data gathered for 
community profiles. 

 90 park agencies par cipated in park 
inventory 

 Over 3,000 parks inventoried 

 Over 9,000 ameni es documented 

 750 poten al park opportunity sites 
verified by park agencies 

Analysis 

 Park metrics analyzed 186 study 
areas 

Community Engagement 

 300 facilitators a ended 
engagement workshops 

(Con nued on page 3) 
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SGVCOG Governing Board July Committee Meeting Recap 

The regular mee ng of the SGVCOG 
Governing Board was held on July 21st. 
Major ac ons taken by the Board in July 
were: 
 

 Resolu on  16‐21 was passed by the  
Governing Board suppor ng 
provisions within the Water 
Resources Development Act of 2016. 
This federal legisla on provides 
funding for the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and allocate funding for 
specific projects. Specifically, the 
SGVCOG supports the establishment 
of the office of Ombudsman and 
defining                      “community 
affordability” within the EPA’s 
Financial Capability Assessment 
process.  

 

 Resolu on 16‐22 was passed by the 
Board suppor ng California Assembly 
Joint Resolu on 44, urging the 
federal government to provide 
greater financial support for local 
agencies implemen ng a federal 
mandate to improve stormwater 
quality. 

 

 Staff will was directed to submit a 
le er of support for the Waters of 
the United States (WOTUS) Challenge 
Amicus Brief in the 6th District Court 
of appeals. The amicus alleges that a 
2015 regulatory interpreta on by the 
Environmental Protec on Agency 
(EPA) and U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) was overly broad. 
This rule disrupts the careful balance 
Congress set forth in the Clean Water 
Act, which gives the EPA and the 
USACE authority to regulate 
interstate navigable waters but 
specifically preserves the primary role 
of the States in planning the 
development and use of local land 
and water resources.  

 

 The Board passed a mo on to 
support Metro’s Poten al Ballot 
Measure. Under the direc on of the 
Metro Board, Metro staff has been 
working on a poten al 2016 LA 
County transporta on ballot 
measure.  Senate Bill 767 was passed 
allowing LA County to place a ½ cent 
sales tax on the November 2016 
ballot.  If the measure were to pass 

the San Gabriel Valley subregion 
would have up to $3.325 billion in 
current dollars available for 
transporta on capital projects.  
Notable projects that would be 
funded by this tax measure include 
the Gold Line Foothill  Extension 
($1.02B), Gold Line Eastside 
Extension ($1.02B), Bycicle and 
pedestrian improvements ($429), and 
many highway projects ($543M). The 
total funding share for these projects 
is es mated at $3.3 billion. 

 
 
 

The SCAG to Host a Housing Summit 

On October 11th, 2016 the Southern 
California Associa on of Governments 
(SCAG) will be hos ng a Housing Summit. 
This event will address the concerns of 
affordable housing. There is a chronic 
shortage of housing throughout 
California. Major ins tu ons, employers, 
and startups cite lack of housing op ons 
as a serious impediment to recrui ng and 
retaining talent. The impact of housing 
affordability is a cri cal challenge to 
local, regional, and Statewide economies, 
par cularly as people from all income 
groups are increasingly frustrated with 
the lack of affordable op ons to rent or 
buy and instead opt to develop their 
careers in more affordable areas. The 
California Housing Summit will focus on 
resources and opportuni es created by 
State legisla on and local policies to 
build more housing, including affordable 
housing, and will provide innova ve tools 
to get to YES for housing development in 

local communi es. The program will also 
include speakers on funding 
infrastructure to support housing and 
how to convey the health, economic, and 
accessibility benefits to communi es. 
 
To learn more informa on please visit :   
www.scag.ca.gov/housingsummit 

Date:     Tuesday, October 11, 2016  

Time:     8:00 a.m. ‐ 3:00 p.m.  

Place:      LA Hotel 
     333 S. Figueroa St, 
                    Los Angeles , CA 
 
Register:    Contact Ma’Ayn  Johnson 
      (213) 236‐1975 
         Or at Johnson@scag.ca.gov 
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Los Angeles County Parks Measure (continued) 

 

This County report represents an 
unprecedented effort to document 
exis ng parks and recrea on facili es in 
ci es and unincorporated communi es 
and to use the data to determine the 
scope, scale, and loca on of park need 
in Los Angeles County. The Parks Needs 
Assessment helped local officials, park 
agencies, and residents understand the 
future steps that need to be taken to 
ensure all communi es have adequate 
access to thriving parks. The report 
iden fied a total of $21 billion in Los 
Angeles County park needs, with high 
need areas throughout every region of 
LA County. 

Based on the report, a funding measure 
was developed. A dra  proposal was 
released and presented to the COGs, 
ci es and other stakeholders in May. 
Since that me, there have been some 
modifica ons; 

Local Return: There was an increase of 
the first funding category of money that 
will be allocate back to local 
governments from 27% to 35% of overall 
funding. Combining Category 1 and 
Maintenance and Service, approximately 
50% of the funds will directly be 
returned to local ci es. 

Exemp ons: County Counsel has 
advised staff that the Senior Exemp on 
is not legal for this type of measure, 
therefore, the measure will apply to all 
private property owners 

Taxa on Level: This measure originally 

had a recommended funding level of 
$0.03 per square foot of developed 
space which has since been lowered to 
$0.015 per square foot of developed 
space. If approved the measure would 
generate $92.7 million annually. 

Evergreen: Originally the measure was 
proposed to expire a er 35 years, it was 
amended to have no sunset , with the 

provision that it could be repealed by a 
vote of the public 

Please refer to the table for a summary 
of the major funding categories and 
an cipated annual revenues. 

The Governing Board  will consider 
taking a posi on on this at the 
September 15 Board mee ng. 

Save the Date for the SGVCOG General Assembly 

the San Gabriel Valley Council of 
Governments is hos ng its first ever 
General Assembly on October 26, 2016. 
We an cipate this event will bring 
together nearly 200 elected officials, city 
managers, and other regional leaders, to 
focus on cri cal transporta on issues in 
the SGV. We expect the speakers to 
include county supervisors, state and 
federal officials, leaders of Los Angeles 
County Metropolitan Transporta on 
Authority (MTA), and many more 
prominent leaders from the San Gabriel 
Valley. This year’s event will focus on 
MTA’s proposed ballot measure for 
transporta on projects which has the 

poten al to generate over $120 billion 
for our region and vastly expand and 
improve our transporta on network.  
This year Phil Washington, CEO of Metro, 
will be one of the featured speakers. 

Also. the SGVCOG Annual Leadership 
Awards will be presented at the General 
Assembly Luncheon. 

Date:       Wednesday, October 26, 2016 

Time:            9:00—1:00 p.m. 

Place:            Pacific Palms 
                       One Industry Hill Parkway                          
        City of Industry, CA 
 
Register: h p//:sgvcogga.eventbrite.com 
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Transportation Update 

SGVCOG to Host A City and College Bike Share Information Session 

As the LA Metro Board Chair what are 
your goals for the coming fiscal year? 
I am looking to constantly improve 
services to Metro’s customers and grow 
the Metro system so it is an a rac ve 
alterna ve to mee ng the region’s 
mobility needs. 
 
What do you perceive as Metro’s biggest 
challenges and opportuni es for the 
future? 
Los Angeles County is largely developed 
with minimal space for new 
transporta on corridors.  We need to 
focus on making these corridors more 
produc ve so we can move people and 
goods to enable this region to realize its 
economic poten al. 
   
What are you most looking forward to 
as Chair of the Board? 
First, I am looking forward to seeing how 
the voters of Los Angeles County respond 
in November to the Los Angeles County 
Traffic Improvement Plan.  This plan 
allows capital improvements on our 
roads and transit network to 
be accelerated to meet the needs of our 
growing popula on and also includes 
new projects that were developed by 
stakeholders throughout Los Angeles 

County.   I want to plan for technology 
that can enable improvements to the 
transporta on experience for Metro’s 
customers and users of the municipal bus 
systems in our county.  Re‐focusing on 
roads and highways also will help iden fy 
opportuni es for produc vity 
improvements and facilita ng 
development of first‐last mile strategies, 
ac ve transporta on, and bike‐share and 
bicycle networks. 
 
You have been on the Board since its 
forma on, what are the biggest changes 
you have seen? 
The Metro Blue Line and Metrolink had 
only been opera ng for a few years, and 
the ini al Red‐Line subway segment had 
opened only a few months prior to the 
merger that led to the crea on of 
Metro.  There is much greater 
recogni on today of the benefits that a 
rail network can provide to the 
region.  Also, we are learning to use new 
technologies to make it easier for 
customers to use transit once a week, 
once a month, or whenever it may be 
convenient for them.  We have made 
progress but s ll have more to do for 
customers to see the en re road and 
highway and transit networks as part of a 

comprehensive solu on for  be er 
mobility. 
 
Over your tenure on the Board, what do 
you consider your biggest 
accomplishment? 
Three things come to mind.  The 
construc on of the Gold Line through 
Azusa, crea on of the Alameda Corridor 
East Construc on Authority to address 
freight rail grade separa ons in the San 
Gabriel Valley, and development of the 
Metro Express Lanes to improve 
efficiency on the I‐10 carpool lane with 
the added benefit of the rebuilt and 
modernized El Monte Sta on. 

Board Member John Fasana Elected Chair of Metro   

Star ng July 1, 2016  COG Board Member, and City of Duarte Councilmember, John Fasana was elected Chair of the Metropolitan 
Transporta on Authority (Metro) Board of Directors. Please see, below, his priori es for Metro in the coming year. 

The San Gabriel Valley Council of 
Governments and Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transporta on Authority 
(Metro) are hos ng a city and college bike 
share informa on session about Metro’s 
Regional Bike Share program on 
Wednesday, September 28, 2016. 
 
This session will provide informa on on 
the following: 
 

 How ci es and colleges can partner 
to expand the regional bike share 
network; 

 Detailed implementa on costs; 

 Sta on si ng opportuni es and 
requirements; and 

 Bicycle and sta on technology. 
 
Bike share is a program designed for 
point‐to‐point local trips or trips to transit 
using a shared use fleet of bicycles 
located at docking sta ons throughout a 
city or region within easy access to each 
other. Bike share programs around the 
country and world have proven to be a 
strong first and last‐mile short‐trip 
transporta on op on.  Currently, there 
are over 53 bike share programs 
opera ng in ci es in the United States. 
When coordinated with transit, such 
programs can facilitate reduc ons in 
vehicle miles traveled, reduced travel 

mes, improved access, and growth in 

bicycling as a viable mode of travel. 

Date:    Wednesday, September 28,               

      2016 

Time:           9:00—11:00 AM 

Place:          Glendora Public Library 
                     140 S. Glendora Ave 
                     Glendora, CA 91741 
Register:     h ps://goo.gl/forms/J                   
       jlm3i3X1RYKMtsu2 
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 ACE Construction Authority Kicks off Fullerton Grade Separation 
Project 

The Fullerton Road Grade Separa on 
Project will lower Fullerton Road under 
the exis ng Union Pacific railroad tracks 
in the City of Industry and 
unincorporated area of Los Angeles 
County, between Rowland Street and 
State Route 60. Plans call for construc ng 
a six‐lane roadway underpass on 
Fullerton Road, four‐track railroad bridge 
and bridge for Railroad Street spanning 
Fullerton Road. Gale Avenue would be 
lowered at the intersec on with 
Fullerton Road.  

The road grade separa on construc on 
contract was awarded in March 2016 and 
underground u lity reloca on work has 
begun, It is  expected that the project will 
be completed  by the winter of 2019. The 
project cost is es mated at $145.2 
million.  
 
The project is projected to reduce an 
es mated 50.4 vehicle hours of delay 
each day at the crossing which is 
traversed by 49 trains per day, projected 
to increase to 91 trains by 2025. 
Fullerton Road carries 23,716 vehicles 
per day which is projected to increase to 
25,315 vehicles by 2025. The project  is 
projected to eliminate delays for 
emergency responders and crossing 
collisions. The project will also reduce 
emissions and eliminate locomo ve horn 
and crossing bell noise. The Federal 
Railroad Administra on has recorded 2 
train‐vehicle collisions at the crossing in a 
recent 10 year period.  
 
This project marks the sixth railroad 

underpass along the freight‐heavy 60 
Freeway corridor between the 605 and 
the 57 freeways.  

El Monte Unveils Seven New CNG Transit City Buses 
The City of El Monte demonstrated its 
commitment to community access 
awiththe debut of its seven new transit 
buses during a ceremony Saturday, July 
23 at the El Monte Metrolink Sta on. 
The clean‐burning compressed natural gas 
buses will began service August  1st  and 
will provide local transit service Monday 
through Saturday. 
 
“In 2015, over half a million passengers 
were transported via El Monte’s local 
transit system,” said Elaine Jeng, El 
Monte’s Director of Public Works and 
U li es. “El Monte is growing and it is our 

job to ensure that residents have reliable 
and efficient op ons to navigate our 
beau ful city.” Transporta on Deputy 
Javier Hernandez, for 1st District 
Supervisor Solis, represented the Los 
Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transporta on Authority and spoke at the 
event. 
 
“These new buses are an example of how 
El Monte con nues to invest in the needs 
of its community,” Hernandez said. “El 
Monte is a leader in L.A. County when it 
comes to transporta on, making 
surrounding communi es in the San 

Gabriel Valley stronger.” 

Date:  Friday, September 16, 2016 

Time:  10:30 a.m. 

Place:  18311 Railroad Street 
 City of Industry, CA 
 
RSVP: By September 2nd to  
 Ricky  Choi 
 rchoi@thaceproject.org 
 Or at  (626)373‐2686 
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Environment & Water Update 

Community Choice Aggrega on (CCA) 
leverages the market power of group 
purchasing and local control by allowing 
communi es to pool their electricity 
demand in order to purchase and develop 
power on behalf of local residents, 
businesses, and municipal facili es.  
 
The Board of Supervisors (BOS) directed 
staff, on March 17, 2015,  to develop a 
technical analysis on the feasibility of 
establishing a CCA program for electrical 
power procurement for County 
unincorporated areas. This analysis 
resulted in a Business Plan. 
 
Key findings  of the Business Plan are as 
follows :  
 
Rates: A rate comparison indicates that 
the residen al  rate is 0.9¢/kWh lower. 
Across all rates the, average is 5.4%. lower 
than what Southern California Edison 
(SCE) currently offers with an equal 
amount of renewable power (28%). The  
CCA residen al rate with 50% renewable 
power (compared to SCE’s 28%) is 0.7¢/
kWh lower. Across all rates the, average is  
4.1% lower for roughly twice the amount 
of green renewable power. The CCA 
residen al rate with 100% green power 
(compared to SCE’s 28%) is 1.1¢/kWh 
higher. Across all rates the, average 

increase is 6.3% higher, but this addi onal 
amount comes with almost four mes 
more renewable power than the 
comparable SCE rate. (Table 1). 
 
Phasing: the CCA Business Plan iden fied 
three phases in which to implement a 
county CCA 
 

 At the April 2016 LA County CCA Task 
Force mee ng, the Task Force  
presented a list of Phase 1 milestones 
the LA County CCA Task Force hopes 
to achieve through 2016‐2017 (Table 
2).  Phase 1 would commence as early 
as January 2017, and would provide 
service only to County municipal 
facili es located in County 
unincorporated areas. Other ci es' 
municipal facili es could be eligible 
for Phase 1 services if 

they were to mely join CCA.  
 

 Phase 2 would commence as early as 
July of 2017, and expand service to 
include all County unincorporated 
area electric ratepayers. Other ci es' 
electric ratepayers could be eligible 
for Phase 2 service if they were to 

mely join CCA. 
 

 Phase 3 would commence at a date 
yet‐to‐be‐determined, and would 
expand service to include all ci es' 
electric ratepayers, depending on if 
and when the ci es choose to join 
LACCE. With the excep on of ci es 
that have municipal electric power. 

 
 
 

Update on LA Countywide Community Choice Aggregation Program 

Table 2 

Table 1 



VALLEY VOICE | PULSE OF THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY  VOLUME 4, ISSUE 8| Page 7 

 

Urban Rivers Grant Program is Now Open For Solicitation  
The California Natural Resources Agency 
(Agency) has released the final guidelines 
for the California Urban Rivers Grant 
program and is now accep ng  grant 
applica ons. 
 
This will be a compe ve grant program 
for projects that meet at least two of the 
following five statutory condi ons:  
 

 Promote Groundwater Recharge and 
Water Reuse. 

 Reduce Energy Consump on. 

 Use Soils, Plants, and Natural 
Processes to Treat Runoff. 

 Create, or Restore Na ve Habitat. 

 Increase Regional and Local Resiliency 

         and Adaptability to Climate Change. 

 
Also, eligible projects must be               
mul ‐benefit watershed and urban rivers 
enhancement projects in urban 
watersheds that increase regional and 
local water self‐sufficiency. 
 

Grant funds will be awarded to public 
agencies, California nonprofit 
organiza ons, public u li es, federally 
recognized Indian tribes, state Indian 
tribes listed on the Na ve American 
Heritage Commission’s California Tribal 
Consulta on list and mutual water 
companies. All nonprofits must be a 501
(c)(3) as verified by the Internal Revenue 
Service.   
 
Projects must be mul ‐benefit watershed 
and urban rivers enhancement projects in 
urban watersheds that increase regional 
and local water self‐sufficiency. All 
projects must be located in an urban area. 
For purposes of this program, an urban 
area is a geographic area designated or 
defined as urban by an applicable plan 
covering the project area, including, but 
not limited to general plans, specific 
plans, or community plans. The Agency 
an cipates two funding cycles with 
approximately $9.3 million available to 
award in each cycle for the California 
Urban Rivers Grant Program.  There are 

no minimum or maximum grant amounts 
for this grant program.  

SGV Energy Wise Partnership to Host Benchmarking Workshop 

The SGV Energy Wise Partnership will be 
hos ng a Benchmarking 101 Workshop 
on September  14, for interested city 
staff. Benchmarking measures a 
building's energy use and then compares 
it to the average for similar buildings. It 
allows ci es to understand their 
building's rela ve energy performance, 
and helps iden fy opportuni es to cut 
energy waste. Benchmarking allows each 
city to track and measure the energy 
usage of facili es and, therefore, be er 
invest resources into energy efficiency 
improvements.  In a recent study, EPA 
found that buildings that were 
benchmarked consistently reduced 
energy use by an average of 2.4 percent 
per year, for a total savings of 7 percent.  
 
The San Gabriel Valley Energy Wise 
Partnership Benchmarking 101 Workshop 
will provide an overview of ENERGY STAR 
Por olio Manager, ps for developing a 
benchmarking policies, and strategies to 

develop and maintain your benchmarking 
por olio. 
 
 
 

Date:         Wednesday, September 14 
 
Time:         8:30 a.m. 
 
Loca on: Upper San Gabriel Valley                     
     Municipal Water District  
                    602 E. Hun ngton Drive 
                    Monrovia, CA  
 
RSVP:      at sgvcog.org or call  
                    626‐457‐1800. 

Key Facts 
 

Applica on Deadline: October 3, 2016 
 
Eligible Agencies: Public agencies,   
California nonprofit organiza ons,    
public u li es, federally recognized 
Indian tribes, state Indian tribes and 
mutual water companies. 
 
Total Funding available: $9.4 Million 
 
Website: h p://resources.ca.gov/
bonds_and_grants/grant_programs/  
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Bldg A‐10N, Suite 10‐210 

Alhambra, CA 91803 

    

  
   

Monday, August  29, 4:00 p.m. 
Executive  Committee ‐ Special Meeting 
1000 Fremont Ave., Alhambra 
 
Wednesday, August 31, 12:00 p.m. 
City Managers Steering Committee 
100  S. Vincent Ave., West Covina 
 
Thursday, September 15, 6:00 p.m. 
SGVCOG Governing Board 
602 E. Huntington Drive, Monrovia 
 
 
 

Upcoming Meetings 

Pomona College, Claremont 

Newsle er Editors: 
Chris an Cruz 
ccruz@sgvcog.org 
626‐457‐1800 
 
Ka e Ward 
kward@sgvcog.org 
626‐457‐1800    To register please visit: 

   h p://sgvcogga.eventbrite.com 


