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Written materials relating to an item on any Regular Meeting Agenda of this Committee of the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments that are distributed to the Committee 
within 72 hours of the Meeting will be available for public inspection at the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments, 1000 S. Fremont Ave., Unit 42, Bldg. A10, Suite 
10210, Alhambra, CA 91803. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the SGVCOG office at (626) 457-1800.  
Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the SGVCOG to make reasonable arrangement to ensure accessibility to this meeting.   
 
At a regular meeting, members of the public may comment on any matter within the jurisdiction of the Board during the public comment period and may also comment on any 
item on the agenda at the time it is taken up by the Board.  At a special meeting, members of the public may only comment on items that are on the agenda.  Members of the 
public wishing to speak should fill out a comment card.  We ask that members of the public come forward to be recognized by the Chair and keep their remarks brief.  If several 
persons wish to address the Board on a single item, the Chair may impose a time limit on individual remarks at the beginning of discussion. 
 

Energy, Environment, and Natural Resources Committee 
Sam Pedroza, Chair 

Denis Bertone, Vice Chair 
Wednesday, March 27, 2013 

10:45 a.m. 
Monrovia Public Works Yard  

600 S. Mountain  
Monrovia, CA  

Preliminary Business 
1.0    Call to Order 
2.0 Self-Introductions 
3.0 Public Communications 

Consent Items 
Recommended Action: Approve  
4.0 February 27th Minutes  
5.0 Correspondence  

Discussion Items  
6.0 National Park Services – San Gabriel National Recreation Area – Update – Adan Ortega, Jr., Consultant 

for San Gabriel Valley Water Association  
Recommended Action: For Information Only  

7.0 Tehachapi Renewable Transmission Project  
Recommended Action: Provide Direction to Staff  

8.0 San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS)  
Recommended Action: Provide Direction to Staff 

9.0 SB 416 (Gordon) – Local Emission Reduction Program 
Recommended Action: Recommend Governing Board adopt Position of Support for SB 416  

Update Items  
Recommended Action: Receive and File 
10.0 Climate Change and Energy Working Group  

10.1 LGSEC Update 
10.2 Southern California Plug-In Electric Vehicle Readiness Atlas  

11.0 Open Space Working Group 
12.0 Solid Waste Working Group 
13.0 Water Resources Working Group 

13.1 Los Angeles County Clean Water Clean Beaches Measure – Update  

Items for Future Meetings  
Set next meeting date 
Adjournment 

NOTE: CITY CLERKS PLEASE POST THIS AGENDA. 



 

 

San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments 
 

 
 Energy, Environment, and Natural Resources Committee 

Sam Pedroza, Chair 
Denis Bertone, Vice Chair 

 
MINUTES 

Wednesday, February 27, 2013 
10:45 a.m. 

 
Monrovia Public Works Yard 

600 S. Mountain 
Monrovia, CA  

 
Preliminary Business 

1.0     Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 10:50 a.m. 
 

2.0 Self-Introductions 
The following individuals were in attendance: 

C. Hamilton  AQMD 
D. Hartman  CHERP 
J. Lyons  Claremont 
B. Whittington  Council for Watershed Health 
H. Maloney  Monrovia 
M. Lutz   Monrovia   
D. Bertone  San Dimas 
N. Walsh  Sierra Madre 
A. Martin  SGVCOG staff 
C. Sims   SGVCOG staff 
M. Creter  SGVCOG staff 
D. Rossman  The Wilderness Society 

3.0 Public Communications  
There were no public comments.   

 
Consent Items 

4.0 January 9th, 2013 Minutes   
5.0 Correspondence  

There was a motion to approve the consent items (M/S/C: Lutz/Walsh/Unanimous). 
 
Discussion Items 

6.0 Claremont Home Energy Retrofit Project (CHERP) Overview    
D. Hartman, from CHERP, presented on the success of CHERP in Claremont and discussed how the model 
can be replicated in other cities to bring similar success for other municipalities in Energy Upgrade 
California.  The goal of CHERP – Claremont is to help start 5 more CHERPs in communities around the 
region.   



7.0 Update on National Recreation Area Designation for San Gabriel Mountains, San Gabriel River and 
Puente Hills  
D. Rossman, from the Wilderness Society, provided an update on the National Recreation Area 
designation for the San Gabriel Mountains and River and Puente Hills.  He reported that the study was 
expected to be released in approximately 30 days.  He also reported that the National Parks Service is 
looking for resolutions of support from the cities in the region, so he would be contacting cities in the 
coming months to work on this process.   

8.0 Energy Programs and Current Legislation – SGVCOG Staff 
SGVCOG staff provided an update on the San Gabriel Valley’s participation in Energy Upgrade 
California, the status of a number of funding sources – including Proposition 39 and cap-and-trade 
funding – and provided an update on recently-passed legislation and requirements that cities would now 
be required to implement.   

Update Items  
9.0 Climate Change and Energy Working Group 

9.1  LGSEC Update  
There was no LGSEC update 

9.2 Plug-In Electric Vehicle Workshop   
 COG staff reported that the plug-in electric vehicle workshop would now be held on Tuesday, 

March 19th.    

10.0 Open Space Working Group 
There was no additional update from the Open Space working group.   

11.0 Solid Waste Working Group 
There was no report from the Solid Waste Working Group.   

12.0 Water Resources Working Group  
12.1 LA County Clean Water, Clean Beaches Measure Workshop 
 M. Lutz reported that there would be an informational workshop on the Clean Water Clean 

Beaches Measure.  The purpose of the workshop would be to allow everyone to ask their 
questions and ensure that everyone had a clear understanding of the Measure.    

Items for Future Meetings 
H. Maloney suggested that at the next meeting there be an overview of the draft LID Ordinance and Green Streets 
Policy that was being developed by the consultant in support of the new NPDES MS4 Permit requirements.      

Set next meeting date 
The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, March 27th at 10:45 a.m. at the Monrovia Public Works Yard.    

Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m.   
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National Park status for San Gabriel Mountains, river reach White House budget
office
By Steve Scauzillo, Staff Writer twitter.com/stevscaz Pasadena Star-News
Posted: sgvtribune.com

A proposal to designate 581,000 acres of the San Gabriel Mountains, the San Gabriel and Rio Hondo rivers and the
Puente-Chino Hills as a federal recreation area has reached the White House.

Though not officially approved, the proposal to turn the mountains, rivers and hills into an inter-connected National
Recreation Area (NRA) managed by the U.S. National Park Service (NPS) was sent to the White House Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) last week by the NPS, according to Rep. Judy Chu, D-Pasadena.

"That is the last bureaucratic step," Chu explained. "The study is done. Now it is at the OMB for its final look
through. They are looking it over for budgetary concerns," she said.

If the OMB approves what is called the San Gabriel Watershed and Mountains Special Resource Study, which
includes the federal overlay and between $2 million and $4 million a year in funding from the NPS, it would be sent
to Congress as a final report.

Congress must pass legislation and the president would have to sign it to become effective.

Chu's office expects to hear from the White House OMB in a few weeks, according to sources in Washington.

"We are working on writing the legislation," Chu said during a stop in El Monte on Friday. Chu was elected to the
new 27th Congressional District in November, which runs from Altadena to Upland and includes a large portion of
the Angeles National Forest.

Chu has said publicly she would author the implementation bill.

The idea began in 2003 when former Rep. Hilda Solis of La Puente moved legislation to begin a study of the area's
wildlands by the NPS.Solis recently stepped down from her post as Secretary of Labor under President Barack
Obama.

The NPS spent $500,000 studying the proposal. It produced a report and held two months of public hearings in the
fall and winter of 2011, attracting several hundred supporters and some detractors.

A majority of supporters say a NRA designation for the swath of the Angeles National Forest, two rivers and
Puente-Chino Hills would bring status and extra federal resources in the form of park rangers, trail maintenance and
coordinated signage. The NRA model has worked successfully in the Santa Monica Mountains, which were declared
an NRA in 1978, supporters say. The NPS also is looking at urban models, including the Golden Gate NRA in the
Bay Area.

In late 2011, the proposal received support from 23 members of Congress, including Chu, Rep. Adam Schiff,
D-Pasadena; Rep. Grace Napolitano, D-El Monte; Rep Brad Sherman, D-L.A.; Rep. Henry Waxman, D-L.A and
Rep. Xavier Becerra, D-L.A.

The proposal picked up the endorsement of the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors in June 2012.

Chu is working with Sen. Barbara Boxer as well as fellow members of Congress across the aisle to craft the
legislation, according to her office.

steve.scauzillo@sgvn.com

http://www.sgvtribune.com/news/ci_22684531/national-park-status-san-gabriel-mountains-river-reach?source=rss_viewed
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DATE:  March 27, 2013 
 
TO:  EENR Committee  
 
FROM: Andrea M. Miller, Executive Director 
 
RE:  Tehachapi Renewable Transmission Project  
 
Recommended Action: 
 
Provide staff direction 
 
Background: 
 
In 2002, California Senate Bill 1078 (Sher) was passed, requiring all investor-owned utilities to 
increase their sale of energy obtained from renewable energy sources by at least 1% annually, 
until 20% of its retail sales are procured from renewable sources.  To help Southern California 
Edison (SCE) meet this standard, in 2009, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 
certified the Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and approved SCE’s request to construct 
eight segments (Segments 4-11) of the Tehachapi Renewable Transmission Project (TRTP).  The 
first three segments of the project had already been approved.  The project stretches from the 
Tehachapi Mountains in Kern County through Antelope Valley, the San Gabriel Mountains, and 
San Gabriel Valley to the Mira Loma substation in Riverside County.  When completed, the 
TRTP will provide access to up to 4,500 megawatts of renewable energy to Los Angeles and San 
Bernardino counties, primarily from the Tehachapi Wind Resources Area.   
 
Prior to adoption by the CPUC, throughout the development of the draft EIR, the City of Chino 
Hills expressed concern about one of the segments – Segment 8A, which follows an existing 150 
foot SCE right-of-way through three miles of the City.  Their main concerns were that the 
existing right-of-way was designed for 220-kV transmission lines and was too narrow for the 
proposed 500-kW transmission lines, that the DEIR-designated environmentally superior path 
would be located within 500 feet of 1000 homes, and the TRTP transmission lines would carry 
high levels of electricity, which City officials believed was unprecedented in California.  They 
instead proposed another path for the transmission lines on an existing right of way through the 
Chino Hills State Park, which avoided the neighborhoods and, in total, reduced the number of 
existing towers in the Park.  Despite the concern from the City of Chino Hills, the CPUC 
approved the environmentally superior route in the EIR.   The City of Chino Hills challenged the 
CPUC decision, filing for a partial stay of the decision with the CPUC, and challenged the 
decision in the San Bernardino County courts.  A judge ruled that the City had no jurisdiction 
over an SCE right-of-way, which the City unsuccessfully appealed.   
 



The CPUC did not hear the application for a stay until November 2011, and during the time 
between the filing in January 2009 and November 2011, construction began on several towers in 
Segment 8A.  In November 2011, the CPUC granted the motion for a stay and CPUC President 
Michael Peevey directed SCE to prepare testimony on five alternatives, including the City’s 
preferred route and partial undergrounding.  In July 2012, the CPUC also ordered SCE to prepare 
preliminary engineering studies for undergrounding the high-voltage power lines and, in late 
February 2013, to begin preparations for undergrounding the power lines, if they were ordered to 
go forward with the work.  SCE estimates that undergrounding the lines in Chino Hills could 
cost as much as $1 billion; City officials estimate that the cost would be much less.     
 
Impact on San Gabriel Valley 
 
Portions of segments 7, 8, and 11 of the TRTP traverse the middle of the San Gabriel Valley – 
adjacent to the I-605 – going through the cities of South El Monte, Rosemead, Baldwin Park, 
Irwindale, Temple City and northward into Duarte and Monrovia – and along the southern 
border of the San Gabriel Valley – adjacent to Hacienda Heights, La Habra Heights and Rowland 
Heights.  The majority of the new electrical transmission structures have been installed, and wire 
conductor has been installed in some areas.   
 
SCE has estimated that undergrounding the lines in Chino Hills could cost as much as $1 billion 
– though City officials estimate that the cost would be much less.  SB 1078 (Sher) requires the 
CPUC to allow an electrical corporation to recover the costs of electricity procurement and 
administrative costs associated with a renewable energy procurement plan that is approved by 
the CPUC through a rate increase, which would impact all customers of SCE.  If SCE were 
required to undertake this project, the rate increase would spread across all SCE-customers, 
including those in the San Gabriel Valley.  For this reason, staff is asking for direction as to 
whether the EENR Committee would like to recommend a position on the TRTP to the 
Governing Board.     
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SAN ONOFRE
NUCLEAR GENERATING STATION

1

2

The Role of Nuclear Energy in California 

• San Onofre provides “baseload” generation – 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
regardless of weather conditions, unlike wind and solar. 

• Nuclear energy provides voltage support, which keeps the electrons moving 
through the grid across the region.

• Nuclear energy is by far the largest source of carbon-free generation and in 
2011, provided 24 percent of SCE’s electricity generation mix. 

• 37 percent of the state’s emission-free power generation is supplied by 
nuclear energy facilities that can produce large amounts of electricity day 
and night, and without constraints. 

3

• San Onofre went offline in January 2012
• Unit 2 for a planned outage on Jan. 9
• Unit 3 was safely taken offline on Jan. 

31 due to a small leak

For more than 40 years, the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station has 
been safely providing reliable and clean electricity to Southern California 
residents. 

Safety Drives Ongoing Activities at San Onofre 
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• Assembled nuclear experts 
from around the world

• More than 170,000 
inspections conducted

January 2012 – Present 

20121974

Jan. 9
Unit 2 offline 
for a planned 

outage 

Units 2 & 3 
construction 

begins 

Jan. 31
Unit 3 offline

for steam 
generator
tube leak

Present

of safely providing reliable and clean energy 
30 YEARS

Timeline Overview

• Purpose of a steam 
generator:

– Creates steam to drive the 
plant’s turbines to create 
electricity

– Removes heat from the 
reactor cooling system

– Keeps radioactive and non-
radioactive water systems 
separate

Overview

7

Testing and Evaluation 

• Extensive inspections and testing showed tube wear in the steam 
generators in both units.  

• Unexpected tube-to-tube wear was found predominantly in Unit 3. 

• Extensive inspections of Unit 2, based on the wear found in Unit 3, identified 
only one pair of tubes displaying what could be early indications of tube-to-
tube wear. 

• The manufacturer’s computer modeling used during the design phase did 
not accurately predict the vibration-causing environment in the steam 
generators.
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Meeting This Summer’s Energy Needs 

• Transmission lines were upgraded. 

• The gas powered plants in Huntington Beach were temporarily restarted. 

• Tremendous conservation by residents and businesses.

• Mild summer weather conditions. 

These efforts, while helpful, do not meet Southern California’s 
long-term needs for clean and reliable energy.

9

Preparing for Emergencies 

• Established in 1982, the Interjurisdictional 
Planning Committee is a unique partnership 
between government and private industry that is 
dedicated to ensuring public health and safety. 

• The Nuclear Regulatory Commission established 
an emergency planning zone within a 10-mile 
radius of the plant. 

• The plant conducts drills on emergency 
preparedness and procedures. 

• San Onofre is protected by a sea wall that can 
withstand a 30 foot tall tsunami. 

10

• SCE has provided the NRC with the materials needed to request restart of Unit 
2. The NRC will take the necessary time to review all technical materials and the 
plan before making a decision.

• Because Unit 3 had much more tube-to-tube wear than Unit 2, it is not clear at 
this time whether Unit 3 will be able to restart without additional repairs.

• SCE has defueled Unit 3, which is the standard practice during any extended 
outage and is the best way to continue testing and evaluation.

• The Nuclear Regulatory Commission will hold public meetings to keep the 
community informed. 

• Safety is the No. 1 priority and there is no timeline on safety. SCE will not restart 
the units until the NRC is satisfied it is safe to do so.

Next Steps at San Onofore 

11

Safety

Responsibility 

Transparency

Our number one priority is protecting the health and safety 
of the public and our employees. 

SCE takes seriously the responsibility of running the plant 
safely – and the trust the public places on us to safely 
provide reliable and clean energy.  

We are committed to keeping our customers, our 
communities and the public informed on the progress and 
plans for San Onofre, and we will continue to do that. 

SCE will not restart the plant until the utility and the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission are satisfied it is safe to do so. 
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For more Information go to:

www.SONGScommunity.com
Follow us on Twitter @SCE_SONGS
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DATE:  March 27, 2013 
 
TO:  EENR Committee  
 
FROM: Andrea M. Miller, Executive Director 
 
RE:  Assembly Bill 416 (Gordon) 
 
Recommended Action: 
 
Recommend Governing Board adopt Position of Support for AB 416 (Gordon) 
 
Background: 
 
Assembly Bill 416 (Gordon) creates the Local Emission Reduction Program, which would 
require money to be available from the General Fund, upon appropriation by the Legislature, to 
provide grants and other financial assistance to develop and implement greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions reduction projects in the state.  The California Air Resources Board (CARB), in 
coordination with the Strategic Growth Council, would administer the program.  CARB would 
be responsible for developing standards and guidelines for the distribution of funds to reduce 
GHG emissions and to maximize the ability to achieve one or more of the following: 
 

1) Decrease air or water pollution 
2) Reduce the consumption of natural resources or energy 
3) Provide opportunities to achieve GHG emissions reductions in ways that increase 

localized energy resources 
4) Promote public-private partnerships to implement clean energy projects with financing 

incentives for residential and commercial facilities  
5) Increase the reliability of local water supplies 
6) Increase solid waste diversion from landfills 
7) Increase electric vehicle infrastructure  

 
Priority will be given to projects that can be implemented regionally, can leverage additional 
public and private funding, have co-benefits or multi-benefits, can be easily replicated, and 
consider geographic and socioeconomic issues.  Because the bill is in such early stages of 
development, there has been no discussion about the amount of funding that will be available or 
exactly how money will be allocated.      
 
Timeline  
 
AB 416 (Gordon) was introduced in the Assembly in mid-February.  It is currently in Committee 
and the next hearing date is April 1, 2013.   
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AB 416 (Gordon) 
Local Emission Reduction Program 

 
ISSUE 

 
An integrated approach to funding 
Greenhouse Gas reducing projects is needed 
to ensure that California meets its climate 
goals set forth by AB 32. Investment in 
reducing emissions from the transportation, 
land management, municipal electricity, water 
management, and other key sectors is 
necessary and broadly supported. Local 
governments stand at the intersection of these 
sectors, are uniquely positioned to implement 
the greatest emissions-reducing projects, can 
broaden the constituency to defend the AB 32 
program, and thus should be at the center of 
an investment strategy aimed to achieve 
California’s climate goals. 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
The California Global Warming Solutions Act 
of 2006 (AB 32) allows for the use of a market 
mechanism to help reach the state’s 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reduction 
goals as stated in AB 32.  This past November 
saw the first action of that market mechanism 
as the Air Resources Board held its first 
auction as part of its cap-and-trade program.  
The expenditure of the revenue created from 
the cap-and-trade program will be critical to 
reaching California’s environmental and 
economic goals for the future.   
 
In November 2012, California voters passed 
Proposition 39, which closes a tax loophole for 
out-of-state corporations and will generate half 
a billion dollars for the state through fiscal year 
2017-18.  Prop 39 directs this new revenue to 
fund projects that create jobs, improve energy 
efficiency and expand clean energy 
generation.  In addition, Prop 39 funds are to 
be made available for assistance to  
 

 
 
 
local governments and prioritized to maximize 
job creation, energy savings, and geographical 
and economic equity. 
 

SOLUTION 
 
Local governments are instrumental to 
meeting state climate and energy goals. As 
the closest level of government to 
Californians, local governments are able to 
make a significant impact by taking action in 
our communities and promoting public 
awareness. Local leadership enables cities 
and counties to work together with a number 
of partners to initiate projects that target the 
biggest GHG reductions, promote energy 
efficiency and create jobs, all of which will spur 
local economies as well as the state’s 
economy.   
 
Many local governments, special districts and 
joint powers authorities have already taken 
action to reduce GHG emissions through a 
variety of different approaches, including clean 
and renewable energy projects, energy 
efficiency measures, facility and fleet 
upgrades and innovative planning processes, 
to name a few.  At the same time, the recent 
economic downturn has depleted many local 
governments’ budgets and prevented projects 
from being funded or completed, especially in 
lower income communities which often face 
the poorest environmental conditions. 
 

THIS BILL 
 
AB 416 creates the Local Emission 
Reduction Program (Program), which 
requires general fund moneys be allocated 
to the Program for the purpose of providing 
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grants to local governments for 
implementation of GHG reducing projects. 
 
Eligible entities under the Program include: 

- Local governments 
- Special districts 
- Joint powers authorities 
- Nonprofits working in coordination 

with local governments 
- Other appropriate regional entities  

 
SUPPORT 

 
County of Santa Clara 
Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection  

Authority 
Urban Counties Caucus 
Sonoma County Water Agency 
California Special Districts Association 
Local Government Commission 
Crestline Sanitation District 
Fulton-El Camino Recreation and Park District 
Three Valleys Municipal Water District 
Ventura County Resource Conservation  

District  
Pleasant Hill Recreation and Park District 
Goleta Sanitary District 
Vista Irrigation District 
California ReLeaf 
Grizzly Flats Community Services District 
Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District 
California State Association of Counties 
California Urban Forests Council 

Bay Area Urban Forest Ecosystem 
Council 
Central Coast Urban Forests Council 
Inland Urban Forest Council 
Sacramento Urban Forests Council 
San Diego Regional Urban Forest 
Council 
San Joaquin Valley Urban Forest 
Council 
Street Tree Seminar / Los Angeles-
Orange County Urban Forests Council 

Western Municipal Water District 
County of Sonoma 
Monterey County 
McCloud Community Services District 
League of California Cities 
Los Medanos Community Healthcare District 
Green Cities California 

 
OPPOSITION 

 
None on File 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 
Ellen Hou 
Office of Assemblyman Rich Gordon 
(916) 319-2024  (916) 319-2124 (fax) 
ellen.hou@asm.ca.gov 



 
March 19, 2013 
 
 
 
The Honorable Rich Gordon 
California State Assembly 
California State Capitol, Room 4126 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 
RE: AB 416 (Gordon) – Local Emission Reduction Program - SUPPORT 
 
 
 
Dear Assembly Member Gordon: 
 
On behalf of the Three Valleys Municipal Water District (TVMWD), I am pleased to inform you of our 
support for your Assembly Bill 416, creating the Local Emission Reduction Program. By way of 
background, TVMWD is a wholesale water district located in the eastern portion of Los Angeles County 
and a direct member agency of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California. 
 
AB 416 proposes to create the Local Emission Reduction Program, which will allocate monies to local 
governments for grants and other financial assistance to develop and implement greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emission reduction projects.  
 
Local government is instrumental in meeting the state’s climate and energy goals. They are best able to 
identify and implement projects to reflect local needs, leverage other funding, achieve the greatest 
reductions of GHG and create jobs. Local governments have already developed programs that improve 
energy efficiency, divert waste, increase urban greening, upgrade fleets and facilities, and plan for 
cleaner, more efficient communities. However, funding to continue or complete these projects is 
dwindling. 
 
TVMWD is pleased to support AB 416, as it empowers local governments to serve as a delivery tool on 
investments for a range of GHG-reducing and energy efficiency improving projects that will create jobs 
and improve the economy.  If you have any questions or comments regarding our position on this bill, 
please contact me at 909-621-5568. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Rick Hansen, P.E.   
General Manager 
Three Valleys Municipal Water District 
 
 
cc: TVMWD Senators and Assembly Members 

John Kennedy, Assembly Republican Consultant  
 
 

1021 E. Miramar Avenue    Claremont, California 91711-2052 
Telephone (909) 621-5568    Fax (909) 625-5470    http://www.threevalleys.com 
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