
REPORT

DATE: January 9, 2020 

TO: Governing Board 

FROM: Marisa Creter, Executive Director 

RE: SGVCOG STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 

1) Adopt Resolution 20-01 affirming the SGVCOG’s 2020 State, Federal and Regional Legislative
agenda. 2) Authorize Executive Director to execute an amendment with Capital Representation
Group, Inc to extend the duration to January 31, 2021 for an amount not to exceed $25,000
annually for services to support the SGVCOG’s State legislative agenda.

BACKGROUND 

SGVCOG annually adopts a legislative agenda to help shape and guide advocacy efforts on 
regional issues of significance to our member agencies, focused in particular on the state and 
federal levels but also incorporating regional or local objectives. The 2020 legislative program 
builds on the accomplishments of the 2019 legislative agenda, seeks to accomplish unfinished 
objectives and identify emerging issues in the core regional policy areas of water, transportation, 
homelessness, energy and the environment. The program aligns closely with the adopted Strategic 
Plan and incorporates by reference and by reiteration in the supporting Resolution the focused 
legislative policy agendas adopted by the individual policy committees. The legislative program 
may be amended or supplemented as legislative developments warrant. 

Adoption of the legislative program will help ensure advocacy is coordinated, effective and 
responsive to legislative developments. Staff will use the legislative program to review legislation 
as it is introduced to determine how it relates to SGVCOG policies. Staff will also coordinate with 
our state and federal legislative delegations, member agencies, and regional, state and national 
partners and coalitions, such as the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, 
Southern California Association of Governments, League of California Cities, U.S. Conference of 
Mayors, Mobility 21 and the Coalition for America’s Trade Corridors and Gateways. Positions on 
specific legislation will still be taken to the Governing Board for consideration in advance of action 
or, if urgency is required, will be presented to the Executive Committee and/or relevant policy 
committee and reported to the Governing Board at a subsequent meeting. 

Attachment A provides a consolidated legislative agenda for the SGVCOG’s core policy areas.  
The proposed legislative priorities were reviewed by each relevant policy committee.    

FISCAL IMPACT 

The SGVCOG has retained the services of Sacramento lobbyist Tim Egan at an annual cost of 
$25,000 to assist in achieving our legislative objectives. Advocacy travel to Sacramento and 
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Washington, DC for staff and Governing Board members in furtherance of these objectives may 
be planned as needed. 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by:    ________________________________________________________ 
  Paul Hubler 
  Director of Government and Community Relations 
 
 
Approved by:  ____________________________________________ 
  Marisa Creter 

Executive Director 
 
ATTACHMENTS  
 
 Attachment A – Resolution 20-01 
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RESOLUTION NO. 20-01 

RESOLUTION OF THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY 
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS (SGVCOG) AFFIRMING 2020 STATE AND 

FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

WHEREAS, the SGVCOG desires to adopt federal and state legislative priorities to 
further the objectives of the organization in support of member cities; and 

WHEREAS, the objectives of the SGVCOG include the core policy areas of water, 
transportation, homelessness, and the environment; and 

WHEREAS, the SGVCOG seeks to specifically define legislative priorities for the year 
2020; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Board does hereby adopt 
the following 2020 State and Federal Legislative agenda: 

Water 

State 

Ø Continue to advocate and/or pursue legislative solutions for adopting financial capability
assessment guidelines in the issuance of MS4 permits that provide an economic analysis
of the costs and benefits of water quality improvements.

Ø Continue to advocate for the establishment of reasonable timelines for compliance with
new drinking water standards.

Ø Advocate for water rights assignment to MS4 agencies for "new" infiltrated water that is
otherwise not currently captured by existing infrastructure.

Ø Advocate for funding sources that provide on-going funding for the implementation of
stormwater projects.

Ø Pursue legislative fixes that address the challenges that cities face in implementing SB 205
(Hertzberg), including updating the Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) codes.

Local 

Ø Advocate for Measure W funding for cities’ MS4 projects.
Ø Advocate for reasonable financial analysis to be incorporated into 2019 NPDES MS4

Permit that allows cities to comply with the Permit without facing a significant unfunded
burden.
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Transportation and Capital Projects & Construction 
 

State & Regional 
 
Ø Submit and/or advocate for funding requests, grant applications or specific budget 

earmarks to ensure San Gabriel Valley transportation and capital projects and programs are 
timely allocated or awarded Metro-administered funds, SB 1 and other state funds, and 
relevant county-administered funds. 

Ø Support the development of transportation and capital projects best practices and funding 
programs beneficial to San Gabriel Valley transportation and capital projects and 
programs. 

Ø Support legislative or administrative efforts to expedite environmental and permitting 
approvals and project delivery of San Gabriel Valley transportation and capital projects 
and programs. 

Ø Support passage of SB 664 (Allen) or similar legislation, proposing policy changes that 
create stronger privacy protections for toll customer data, while allowing interoperability 
among toll operators, and improve certain aspects related to citations and toll collection for 
Metro ExpressLanes. 

Ø Continue efforts to recycle ACE program savings onto underfunded ACE projects and to 
secure matching funds from Metro and oppose further attempts to redirect ACE program 
savings from ACE projects. 

Ø Support and continue efforts to obtain funding for the development of a regional traffic 
analysis model for the San Gabriel Valley region to assist its member agencies’ compliance 
with SB 743 (Steinberg), requiring CEQA analysis of vehicle miles traveled. 

Ø Continue to build upon regional collaboration with the San Gabriel Valley Legislative 
Caucus, the Mobility 21 coalition, and other stakeholders to benefit San Gabriel Valley 
transportation and capital projects and programs. 

Ø Facilitate discussion of concepts that can improve transit operations such as dedicated bus 
lanes, first/last-mile options, and route restructuring. 

 
Federal 
 
Ø Propose and advocate policies, funding and programs beneficial to San Gabriel Valley 

transportation and capital projects and programs, including in the context of the 
reauthorization of the FAST Act multi-year surface transportation program legislation, 
possible standalone legislation or other relevant legislation.   

Ø Support transportation and capital projects in the San Gabriel Valley. 
Ø Support legislative or administrative efforts to expedite environmental and permitting 

approvals and project delivery of San Gabriel Valley transportation and capital projects 
and programs. 

Ø Work with the Coalition for America’s Gateways and Trade Corridors, Metro and other 
stakeholders in support of these legislative priorities and other matters that benefit San 
Gabriel Valley transportation and capital projects and programs. 

Ø Advocate for policies that do not cause California to lose federal funding due to revised 
fuel mileage standards for motor vehicles. 
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Homelessness 
 

State 
 
Ø Support legislation and funding that promotes solutions to homelessness for those facing 

mental health and/or substance abuse challenges. 
Ø Support funding for the San Gabriel Valley Regional Housing Trust Fund and other entities 

that will create affordable housing for the region. 
Ø Provide funding for the creation of housing units – especially very low, low, and moderate 

income – while respecting cities’ local control of land use decisions.   
Ø Support legislation and funding for programs that encourage workforce development 

activities for homeless persons.  
Ø Support funding for homeless prevention programs, including innovative local programs 

instituted by local cities.  
Ø Support legislation and funding for projects and programs that address quality of life issues, 

including public safety and water quality for all residents, including homeless persons. 
 
Local 
 
Ø Promote the allocation of Measure H resources towards cities’ projects and programs – as 

well as regional projects and programs – that work to solve the homelessness crisis in the 
San Gabriel Valley.  

Ø Support funding for prevention programs, including innovative local programs instituted 
by local cities.  

Ø Promote collaboration between the County of Los Angeles and the San Gabriel Valley 
cities in implementing projects, policies, and programs that work to solve the homelessness 
crisis in the San Gabriel Valley. 

Ø Advocate for the allocation of County funding to eligible projects within 500 feet of 
freeways and major thoroughfares, provided that they include the appropriate mitigation 
measures to protect the health and safety of future residents 

 
Air Quality 

 
Ø Support the inclusion of city officials on the governing bodies of air districts and opposes 

efforts to remove such city representation.  
Ø Support the reduction of vehicle emissions through increased fuel efficiency, use of 

appropriate alternative fueled vehicles, and low-emission vehicles in public agency fleets;  
Ø Support cities’ authority to establish local air quality standards and programs that are 

stricter than state and federal standards.  
Ø Oppose legislation that redirects funds that are dedicated to supporting locally-based air 

quality programs. 

Energy 
 
Ø Make energy costs affordable and stabilized. 
Ø Encourage local governments to complete an inventory of greenhouse gas emissions, set 

appropriate reduction targets, and create greenhouse gas emission reduction plans. 
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Ø Support tax credits, grants, loans, and other incentives to assist the public and local 
agencies that invest in energy-efficient equipment and technology, as well as fuel-efficient 
and low-emission vehicles.  

Ø Ensure energy supply while limiting dependence on foreign sources of energy. 
Ø Employ diverse strategies for conserving energy including: Energy efficiency, land use 

strategies, urban forest management, and infrastructure improvements (i.e. green building); 
Ø Develop innovative and affordable financing options for energy efficiency. 
Ø Move towards a “net-zero energy” model where the amount of energy provided by on-site 

renewable energy sources is equal to the amount of energy used by a building. 
Ø Support advancement of technology that expands renewable energy generation. 
Ø Promote public education of energy efficiency and conservation opportunities. 

Open Space 
 
Ø Identify and protect open space for the multi-benefit enhancement of natural resources and 

enjoyment for the public. 
Ø Plan for growth by incentivizing compact development in some areas that in turn prevent 

open space development in other areas. 
Ø Develop greenbelts and greenways along and within urban development to limit unsuitable 

development and provide buffers to wildlife habitat. 
Ø Acquire and preserve open space at high risk of ecological degradation, primarily along 

the foothills, waterways, flood plains, and within the upper watershed. 
Ø Promote connectivity of wildlife corridors. 
Ø Promote development of diverse and localized recreational opportunities. 
Ø Promote public outreach and interpretation to foster awareness, knowledge and 

stewardship of open space as a valuable resource. 
Ø Advocate for state and federal appropriations, funding from the San Gabriel and Lower 

Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy, California Natural Resources Agency, 
and/or loan programs for open space acquisition, development, restoration, and 
management. 

Solid Waste 
 
Ø Encourage the diversification of solid waste management strategies, including conversion 

technology, that will create new markets and that are feasible given the landscape and 
conditions of the San Gabriel Valley. 

Ø Support efforts to strengthen curbside recycling programs and oppose efforts to weaken 
such programs.  

Ø Promote shared responsibility waste management principles, such as product stewardship, 
throughout the entire life cycle of a product, from design to disposal. 

Ø Provide a strong commitment to utilizing financial incentives rather than mandatory 
requirements. 

Ø Ensure local jurisdictions are not subject to duplicative or contradictory legislative 
requirements. 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Governing Board of San Gabriel Valley Council of 
Governments, County of Los Angeles, State of California, on the 16th day of January 2020. 

 
      San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments 

       
 

 __________________________________ 
       Cynthia Sternquist, President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attest: 
 
I, Marisa Creter, Executive Director and Secretary of the Board of Directors of the San Gabriel 
Valley Council of Governments, do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted at a 
regular meeting of the Governing Board held on the 16th day of January 2020, by the following 
vote: 
 
 

AYES:  

NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  

 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Marisa Creter, Secretary 
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