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The San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments (SGVCOG) seeks to promote a high quality of 

life for all of the region’s residents, and a critical element of doing this is ensuring that there is an 

adequate housing supply for the existing and future residents of the San Gabriel Valley.  By 2035, 

the population of the San Gabriel Valley is expected to grow by more than 7%, and the number of 

households is expected to grow by more than 5%.  This population is changing rapidly: nearly one-

quarter of the population is over the age of 50, and the San Gabriel Valley is and will continue to 

be one of the most diverse populations in Los Angeles County.  All of these population and 

demographic changes will require new strategies and techniques to ensure that the housing needs 

of these new populations are being addressed.  With new transit lines being developed across the 

region, there are many opportunities for the development of housing and transit-oriented 

development.   

At the same time, local governments are facing many challenges.  State legislation and mandates 

related to housing and reducing greenhouse gas emissions – including the Regional Housing Needs 

Assessment (RHNA) and SB 375 – have increase state requirements for local governments.  The 

end of redevelopment in California, as well as additional cuts to affordable housing and other state 

programs have provided fewer resources to address the existing needs.   

This Housing Policy is intended to outline the priorities of this diverse region of communities, 

supporting the region’s housing development while protecting local control for communities.  As 

such, the SGVCOG will abide by the following principles:  

 The development of housing and housing that is affordable is closely connected to a myriad 

of other issues that impact the region, including transportation, economic development, 

mental health, and quality of life.   

 Providing housing that is affordable is critical to maintaining a high quality of life in the 

San Gabriel Valley.   

 The changing demographics of the San Gabriel Valley require new approaches to 

developing housing.    

 With the development of new transit lines, including the extension of the Gold Line, there 

are many opportunities to development housing near transit hubs.   

 State legislation and mandates, including SB 375, have placed an increased focus on 

integrated transportation and land use plan planning in order to reduce greenhouse-gas 

emissions.  These new directives may require revisions to the traditional “fair-share” 

approach to the distribution of housing.   

 Providing access to workforce housing is critical for maintaining the high-quality 

workforce in the region.   



 

 

 There must be a balance between addressing regional housing needs while maintaining 

local control.    

 The SGVCOG must work to help local jurisdictions implement their housing programs 

while maintaining a regional approach towards the development of housing and affordable 

housing.   

With these guiding principles in mind, the SGVCOG shall lead the region by supporting programs 

and legislation that will: 

1) Provide a long-term funding source for the development of affordable housing;  

2) Balance the need to provide affordable housing for the region while maintaining local 

control;  

3) Encourage the development of housing, including affordable and workforce housing, near 

transit and jobs centers;  

4) Allow for unique approaches to address the housing needs of the changing population of 

the San Gabriel Valley;   

5) Provide resources to local jurisdictions to implement housing programs and policies; 

6) Expand policies that allow low and moderate income households to afford housing near 

jobs and services. 

 

These principles are intended not only to guide the actions of the SGVCOG but also to guide its 

strategic planning.  As the SGVCOG updates its strategic plan, these policies will inform and 

influence the short-term actions and long-term goals of the SGVCOG.  These policies are also 

intended to evolve and be modified as the priorities and the interests of the SGVCOG and its 

member agencies change.  Principles and programs related to homelessness are addressed in the 

Homeless Policy Paper.      


