
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special 

assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the SGVCOG office at (626) 

457-1800.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the SGVCOG to

make reasonable arrangement to ensure accessibility to this meeting.

San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments 
AGENDA AND NOTICE 

OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE HOMELESSNESS COMMITTEE 

Thursday, November 30, 2017, 12:30 PM 
   Monrovia Public Library – 321 S Myrtle Ave; Monrovia, CA 
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Thank you for participating in today’s meeting.  The Homelessness Committee encourages 

public participation and invites you to share your views on agenda items.    

MEETINGS:  Regular Meetings of the Homelessness Committee are held on the fourth 

Thursday of each month at 12:30 PM at Monrovia Public Library (321 S. Myrtle, 

Monrovia, CA 91016).   The Meeting agenda packet is available at the San Gabriel Valley 

Council of Government’s (SGVCOG) Office, 1000 South Fremont Avenue, Suite 10210, 

Alhambra, CA, and on the website, www.sgvcog.org.  Copies are available via email upon 

request (sgv@sgvcog.org).  Documents distributed to a majority of the Committee after the 

posting will be available for review in the SGVCOG office and on the SGVCOG website. 

Your attendance at this public meeting may result in the recording of your voice. 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION:  Your participation is welcomed and invited at all 

Committee meetings.  Time is reserved at each regular meeting for those who wish to 

address the Board.  SGVCOG requests that persons addressing the Committee refrain from 

making personal, slanderous, profane or disruptive remarks. 

TO ADDRESS THE COMMITTEE:  At a regular meeting, the public may comment on 

any matter within the jurisdiction of the Committee during the public comment period and 

may also comment on any agenda item at the time it is discussed.  At a special meeting, the 

public may only comment on items that are on the agenda.  Members of the public wishing 

to speak are asked to complete a comment card or simply rise to be recognized when the 

Chair asks for public comments to speak.  We ask that members of the public state their 

name for the record and keep their remarks brief.  If several persons wish to address the 

Committee on a single item, the Chair may impose a time limit on individual remarks at 

the beginning of discussion.  The Committee may not discuss or vote on items not on 

the agenda. 

AGENDA ITEMS:  The Agenda contains the regular order of business of the Committee.  

Items on the Agenda have generally been reviewed and investigated by the staff in advance 

of the meeting so that the Committee can be fully informed about a matter before making 

its decision.  

CONSENT CALENDAR:  Items listed on the Consent Calendar are considered to be 

routine and will be acted upon by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion on 

these items unless a Committee member or citizen so requests.  In this event, the item will 

be removed from the Consent Calendar and considered after the Consent Calendar.  If you 

would like an item on the Consent Calendar discussed, simply tell Staff or a member of the 

Committee. 

http://www.sgvcog.org/
mailto:sgv@sgvcog.org
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PRELIMINARY BUSINESS 

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Public Comment (If necessary, the Chair may place reasonable time limits on all comments)

4. Changes to Agenda Order: Identify emergency items arising after agenda posting and requiring

action prior to the next regular meeting (It is anticipated the Committee may take action)

CONSENT CALENDAR 

(It is anticipated the Committee may take action on the following matters) 

5. Homelessness Meeting Minutes

Recommended Action:  Approve.

6. Correspondence

Recommended Action: Receive and File.

PRESENTATIONS       

(It is anticipated the Committee may take action on the following matters) 

7. City of Azusa Neighborhood Connections – Ann Graf, Director of IT and Library Services 
Recommended Action: For information only. - Page 1

8. SGVCOG Regional Homelessness Coordinator Report – Jan Cicco, SGVCOG Regional 
Homelessness Coordinator

Recommended Action: For information only. - Page 15 

ACTION ITEMS 

(It is anticipated that the Committee may take action on the following matters) 

9. Los Angeles County Mental Health Legislative Proposal – Dana Vanderford, LA County 5th

District Homeless Services Deputy

Recommended Action: Discuss and provide direction to staff. - Page 26

DISCUSSION ITEMS  

(It is anticipated the Committee may take action on the following matters) 

UPDATE ITEMS

(It is anticipated the Committee may take action on the following matters) 

Regional Homeless Advisory Council 

COMMITTEE MEMBER ITEMS 
STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ADJOURN  



Unapproved Minutes 

SGVCOG Homelessness Committee Unapproved Minutes 
Date: October 26, 2017 
Time: 12:30 PM 
Location: Monrovia Public Library (321 S. Myrtle Ave; Monrovia, CA) 

PRELIMINARY BUSINESS 

1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 12:43 PM

2. Roll Call
Members Present
Baldwin Park 
Claremont 
Monrovia 
Rosemead 
Pomona 
West Covina      
Pasadena
Absent 
Covina 
Water Districts 
LA County District 1 

C. Baca
J. Lyons
B. Shevlin
M. Clark
B. DeFrank
L. Johnson
B. Huang

 COG Staff 
C. Cruz, Staff

3. Public Comment
No public comment.

4. Changes to Agenda Order: Identify emergency items arising after agenda posting and requiring
action prior to the next regular meeting
There were no changes to the agenda.

CONSENT CALENDAR 
5. Homelessness Meeting Minutes

6. Correspondence
There was a motion to approve consent calendar Items 5-6 (M/S: B. Shevlin/ C. Baca)

  [Motion Passed] 
AYES: Baldwin Park, Claremont, Monrovia, Rosemead, Pomona, West Covina, 

Pasadena 
NOES: 
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: Covina, Water Districts, LA County District 1 
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PRESENTATIONS 
7. LAHSA Homeless Count Data Analysis Review

Lorin Kinney presented on this item.
8. Family Promise

Matt Rayburn presented on this item.

ACTION ITEMS        
(It is anticipated that the Committee may take action on the following matters) 

DISCUSSION ITEMS    
(It is anticipated the Committee may take action on the following matters) 

9. Measure H Planning Grant Applications
Christian Cruz presented on this item.

UPDATE ITEMS        
(It is anticipated the Committee may take action on the following matters) 

Regional Homeless Advisory Council 

COMMITTEE MEMBER ITEMS  
STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ADJOURN 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:01 PM. 



By CHRISTOPHER YEE | cyee@scng.com | San Gabriel Valley Tribune
PUBLISHED: November 16, 2017 at 6:40 pm | UPDATED: November 17, 2017 at 11:25 am

2 COMMENTS

Baldwin Rose Family Veteran Housing Groundbreaking Ceremony Thursday, November 16, 2017. The city of El Monte and Mercy Housing will
break ground on a new 55-unit affordable veterans housing development at 4103-4163 Baldwin Avenue in El Monte. (Photo by Walt
Mancini/Pasadena Star-News/SCNG)

As El Monte broke ground on its next affordable veterans housing project, city leaders threw shade on surrounding cities, saying they

should do their part to help house both veterans and other homeless people.

El Monte leaders attended a groundbreaking ceremony Thursday for the Baldwin Rose Family Veteran Housing facility, a 55-unit

affordable veterans housing project to be built by nonpro�t, affordable housing developer Mercy Housing.

Baldwin Rose will have buildings on both sides of Baldwin Avenue near Roses Avenue, connected by the existing walking bridge in the

area. The development will feature 22 units for homeless veterans, 32 units for low-income veterans with families and a managerial unit.

By 2019, El Monte will have helped build 144 units of affordable housing for veterans with the El Monte Veterans Village, Baldwin Rose and

the under-construction Palo Verde Apartments.

On any given night, 213 veterans are homeless in the San Gabriel Valley, according to the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority’s 2017

homeless count. El Monte city economic development director Minh Thai said if a few neighboring cities built just one affordable veteran

housing complex, that number would drop to zero.

LOCAL NEWS

El Monte starts construction on affordable housing
project for veterans, leaders criticize Temple City
residents who helped kill similar plan
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VIEW COMMENTS

Join the Conversation

We invite you to use our commenting platform to engage in insightful conversations about issues in our community.
Although we do not pre-screen comments, we reserve the right at all times to remove any information or materials that
are unlawful, threatening, abusive, libelous, defamatory, obscene, vulgar, pornographic, profane, indecent or otherwise
objectionable to us, and to disclose any information necessary to satisfy the law, regulation, or government request. We
might permanently block any user who abuses these conditions.

If you see comments that you find offensive, please use the “Flag as Inappropriate” feature by hovering over the right
side of the post, and pulling down on the arrow that appears. Or, contact our editors by emailing moderator@scng.com.

“So many neighborhoods show NIMBYism — not in my backyard — but they really need to take a look at this issue and take responsibility

to create affordable, permanent housing and eliminate homelessness,” Thai said.

City Councilman J. Gomez, a disabled Army veteran, criticized Temple City residents who opposed Mercy Housing’s proposal to turn the

Golden Motel on Rosemead Boulevard in unincorporated North San Gabriel into 169 units of permanent supportive housing.

“It makes my heart sad when I heard that a project that would have housed homeless veterans in a neighboring city did not go forward,”

Gomez said. “These are American soldiers, men and women, warriors who have fought to keep our country safe.”

The project faced heavy opposition from residents of nearby Temple City, and before the project could go before the Los Angeles County

Regional Planning Commission for permit approval, the motel owners accepted more expensive offers for the property that Mercy couldn’t

afford to match.

Ed Holder, vice president of real estate development for Mercy Housing California, said Baldwin Rose is now the only project Mercy is

working on in the San Gabriel Valley. He praised the El Monte City Council and city staff for their commitment to affordable veteran

housing.

“In my eight-year relationship with El Monte, what I have experienced here is the exempli�cation of leadership,” Holder said.

SPONSORED CONTENT

We’re adding power while reducing CO2 emissions: watch how. 
By ExxonMobil

Providing more power for our growing world while capturing CO2 emissions. That’s the potential of new technology...

SGVN
reporter
Christoper
Yee at the
Tribune
photo
studio Jan.
24, 2017.
(Photo by
Leo
Jarzomb,
SGV
Tribune/
SCNG)

Christopher Yee
Christopher Yee is a reporter for the Pasadena Star-News and San Gabriel Valley Tribune covering cities in the west and
central parts of the San Gabriel Valley. He grew up in Monterey Park and studied journalism at East Los Angeles College
and UC Berkeley. You may �nd him at Dodger Stadium or at the Staples Center for L.A. Kings games.

 Follow Christopher Yee @ChrisMYee

Tags:  housing, San Gabriel Valley, Top Stories PSN, Top Stories SGVT, Veterans
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 REPORT 

DATE: November 30, 2017 

TO:          SGVCOG Homelessness Committee 

FROM: Marisa Creter, Interim Executive Director 

RE:  CITY OF AZUSA NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

For information only. 

BACKGROUND 

The City of Azusa has two very successful homeless programs, Neighborhood Connections, and 
the Homeless Assistance Liaison Officer (H.A.L.O) program. In September 2015, the Azusa City 
Library was awarded two federal grants, a federal Library Services Technology Act Grant and a 
Workforce Investment Act grant, to fund the City of Azusa’s Neighborhood Connections program. 
This program is designed to be a central connecting point for individuals who are need of social 
services. Through this program, a Community Resource Specialist connects individuals to services 
such as veteran benefits, employment, mental health services, healthcare, and legal aid.  To date, 
this program has assisted 600 individuals. 

Because of the success of this program, the City of Azusa is developing a Neighborhood 
Connections-in-a-box toolkit to share with other communities. This toolkit will contain guidelines, 
templates, forms, and successful practices that can be implemented. 

Additionally, the Neighborhood Connections Program Community Resource Specialist assists the 
Azusa Police Departments Homeless Assistance Liaison Officer team, if contact is made with a 
homeless individual. Both the H.A.L.O and Neighborhood Connections program utilize a resource 
guide, developed in partnership with Azusa Pacific University, that can easily be handed out and 
provides information contact information for local service providers and social services. 

Ann Graf, Director of Information Technology and Library Services, will provide an overview of 
the Neighborhood Connections Program and the toolkit. 

Prepared by:   _____________________________________________  
Christian Cruz  
Management Analyst 

Approved by: ____________________________________________  
Marisa Creter  
Interim Executive Director  

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A – Neighborhood Connections Presentation 
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DATE:  November 30, 2017 

TO:  SGVCOG Homelessness Committee  

FROM: Marisa Creter, Interim Executive Director 

RE: SGVCOG REGIONAL HOMELESSNESS COORDINATOR REPORT 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

For Information only. 

BACKGROUND 

On July 28, 2017, The Home for Good Funder’s Collaborative released a Request for Proposals 
(RFP) for municipal jurisdictions within the Greater Los Angeles Continuum of Care that were 
interested in creating a plan to locally address homelessness. On October 16, 2017, the SGVCOG 
entered into a contract with Los Angeles County for Homeless Services. 

The SGVCOG hired a consultant to work with member cities in the San Gabriel Valley to create 
responsive proposals and submit the proposals in a unified submission. Twenty-three proposals 
were submitted and conditionally awarded funding. The combined total of funding was $890,000. 

A Regional Homelessness Coordinator was hired by the SGVCOG on October 30, 2017. 

Jan Cicco, Regional Homelessness Coordinator, will be presenting on the city homeless planning 
grants and the status of the scope of work for the COG/LA County Homeless Services contract. 

Prepared by:    ____________________________________________ 
Jan Cicco 
Regional Homelessness Coordinator 

Approved by:  ____________________________________________ 
Marisa Creter 
Interim Executive Director 

ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment A – Presentation 

Page 15 of 29



Regional Homeless Coordination

Jan Cicco
SGVCOG Regional Homelessness Coordinator
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Regional Homeless Coordination

COG Coordination Contract
• Contract between the COG and Los Angeles County
• Executed on October 16, 2017
• $158,333 for 12 month period
City Planning Grants
• In July, the COG retained a consultant to assist member cities

with applications
• 23 member cities applied and were given conditional awards

totaling $890,000, the highest COG member city participation
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Regional Homeless Coordination

• On October 30, 2017 the COG hired Jan Cicco as
Regional Homelessness Coordinator

• Ms. Cicco has worked in the field of Homeless
Solutions for 17 years with the last 12 years at
the City of Pomona as Homeless Services
Coordinator
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Regional Homeless Coordination

SGVCOG Homeless Workplan
• Three-pronged Focus:
• Coordination with Member Cities
• Coordination with Service Providers and

Community Stakeholders
• Project Development
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Regional Homeless Coordination

Key Elements: 
• Needs Assessment
• Connect Community Based Programs with

Measure H and Other funds
• Coordination of Services between the County,

cities and service providers
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Regional Homeless Coordination

SGVCOG Homeless Workplan
Completed: 
• Assist Member Cities in Applying for Planning Grants
• City’s Pre-orientation Meeting – Regional Strategies

• Contracting
• Consulting
• Giving Voice to Cities Concerns regarding the

Implementation of the County’s Homeless Initiative
• Two Immediately Successful Outcomes: 1)Auto-

Extension of Plan Due Dates and 2) Postponement of
Submission of the Statements of Work Page 21 of 29
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Regional Homeless Coordination

SGVCOG Homeless Workplan
In Progress:
• Retain Consultant for Planning Grants
• Identify Champions to Support Homeless Solutions
• Disseminate County Homeless Initiatives Strategies and

CES Information
• Correspondence and Reports to Governing Board
• Public Presentations
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Regional Homeless Coordination

SGVCOG Homeless Workplan
In Progress:
• Respond to Member Cities Inquiries
• Identify Regional Homeless Services
• Create a Master “Point of Contact” Database that

includes City Staff, Service Providers and Stakeholders
• Engage City Councils and High Level City Staff to

increase participation in County Strategies
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. Regional Homeless Coordination

SGVCOG Homeless Workplan
Outstanding: 
• Engage legislative offices and create partnerships, and

open dialogue for solutions
• Build capacity of service providers
• Needs Assessment
• Develop Comprehensive SGV Project List
• Coordinate and help Implement Homelessness Projects

identified by Member Cities
Page 24 of 29
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Regional Homeless Coordination

Questions?
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 REPORT 

DATE: November 30, 2017 

TO:          SGVCOG Homelessness Committee 

FROM: Marisa Creter, Interim Executive Director 

RE:  LOS ANGELES COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

Discuss and provide direction to staff. 

BACKGROUND 

On October 31st, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors passed a motion (Attachment A) 
to work with attorneys, mental health advocacy groups, civil rights organizations and others to 
develop a legislative proposal that would expand the state law definition of a grave disability. The 
legislation is intended to allow first responders to provide assistant to individuals in dire need of 
health and/or mental health services, that refuse care due to their lack of self-awareness of their 
own condition. 

CURRENT STATE LAW 

Currently, state law defines grave disability as a condition in which a person, as a result of a mental 
disorder, is unable to provide for their basic personal needs which includes food, clothing or 
shelter. Therefore, the legislative proposal would seek to change state law to allow for urgent 
medical needs of an individual to be considered when determining their need for treatment of a 
mental disorder. 

NEXT STEPS 

The Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health (DMH) will be working with County 
Counsel, mental health professionals, advocacy groups, and civil rights organizations to develop 
language that would consider an individual’s inability to provide and/or access urgently needed 
medical care for him or herself due to a mental disorder as part of the criteria for Grave Disability 
under Lanterman Petris Short Act (LPS Law).  Once a legislative proposal is complete via this 
process, DMH will come back to the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors with the proposal 
for approval to pursue a county-sponsored bill.   

Dana Vanderford, LA County District 5 Homeless Services Deputy, will present on this item. 

Prepared by: _____________________________________________ 
Christian Cruz  
Management Analyst 
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Approved by: ____________________________________________  
Marisa Creter  
Interim Executive Director  

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A – LA Count Board Motion 
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MOTION 

Solis _______________________________ 

Kuehl  _______________________________ 

Hahn _______________________________ 

Barger _______________________________ 

Ridley-Thomas _______________________________ 

AGN. NO.__________ 

MOTION BY SUPERVISORS KATHRYN BARGER AND OCTOBER 31, 2017 
HILDA L. SOLIS 

Assessment of Grave Disability  

Los Angeles County is committed to improving options, treatment and outcomes for 

those suffering with mental illness.  Perhaps one of the most difficult populations to 

reach in this regard is the homeless population.  A 2017 report by Los Angeles 

Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA) estimates that 30% of the County’s homeless 

population (15,728 individuals) suffers from a serious mental illness.  Within our 

homeless population, there is a significant segment of individuals who refuse treatment 

but are clearly in need of mental health care.   

At the Board’s request, the Department of Mental Health (DMH) convened a full range 

of County and community stakeholders to thoroughly examine current methods of 

engagement, delivery of services, and related laws to empower the County to care for 

the gravely disabled.  As a result, the Department released a strategic plan with 13 

recommendations aimed to improve the delivery of quality and humane treatment for 

those who are gravely disabled and incapable of seeking or accepting mental health 

treatment and care. 

--- MORE --- 
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Currently state law defines grave disability as a condition in which a person, as a result 

of a mental disorder, is unable to provide for his (or her) basic personal needs (i.e. food, 

clothing, or shelter).  One recommendation that came to the Board as part of the DMH 

strategic plan was to explore legislation that would include a person's inability to provide 

urgently needed medical care for him or herself due to a mental disorder as part of 

grave disability.  The need for this consideration derives from circumstances when an 

individual is in dire need of health and/or mental health care to the point their lives are in 

jeopardy, yet they refuse care due to lack of self-awareness to their own condition and 

need for treatment. These extreme circumstances should be explored and considered 

within state law to ensure that those in the gravest situations have access to life saving 

treatment.   

I, THEREFORE, MOVE that the Board of Supervisors direct the Department of Mental 

Health to work with County Counsel, the Chief Executive Office, mental health advocacy 

groups, civil rights organizations, and other pertinent stakeholders to develop 

recommendations for legislative proposals that would consider an individual’s inability to 

provide and/or access urgently needed medical care for him or herself due to a mental 

disorder as part of the criteria for grave disability and report back to the Board in 60 

days.  

#   #   # 

KB:ems 
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