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San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments 
AGENDA AND NOTICE 

OF THE MEETING OF THE ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES (EENR) COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, July 24, 2013 
 

 

Chair 
Denis Bertone 

Vice Chair 
Nancy Walsh 
 
Members 
Claremont 
Monrovia 
Rosemead 
San Dimas 
Sierra Madre 

 
  

Thank you for participating in today’s meeting.  The EENR Committee encourages public 
participation and invites you to share your views on agenda items.    

MEETINGS:  Regular Meetings of the EENR Committee are held on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month at 10:45 AM at the Monrovia Public Works Yard, 600 South. 
Mountain Avenue, Monrovia, CA.  The EENR Committee agenda packet is available at 
the San Gabriel Valley Council of Government’s (SGVCOG) Office, 1000 South Fremont 
Avenue, Suite 10210, Alhambra, CA, and on the website, www.sgvcog.org.  Copies are 
available via email upon request (sgv@sgvcog.org).  Documents distributed to a majority 
of the Committee after the posting will be available for review in the SGVCOG office and 
on the SGVCOG website. Your attendance at this public meeting may result in the 
recording of your voice. 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION:  Your participation is welcomed and invited at all EENR 
Committee meetings.  Time is reserved at each regular meeting for those who wish to 
address the Committee.  SGVCOG requests that persons addressing the Committee refrain 
from making personal, slanderous, profane or disruptive remarks. 

TO ADDRESS THE EENR COMMITTEE:  At a regular meeting, the public may 
comment on any matter within the jurisdiction of the Committee during the public 
comment period and may also comment on any agenda item at the time it is discussed.  At 
a special meeting, the public may only comment on items that are on the agenda.  
Members of the public wishing to speak are asked to complete a comment card or simply 
rise to be recognized when the Chair asks for public comments to speak.  We ask that 
members of the public state their name for the record and keep their remarks brief.  If 
several persons wish to address the Committee on a single item, the Chair may impose a 
time limit on individual remarks at the beginning of discussion.  The EENR Committee 
may not discuss or vote on items not on the agenda. 

AGENDA ITEMS:  The Agenda contains the regular order of business of the EENR 
Committee.  Items on the Agenda have generally been reviewed and investigated by the 
staff in advance of the meeting so that the EENR Committee can be fully informed about 
a matter before making its decision.  

CONSENT CALENDAR:  Items listed on the Consent Calendar are considered to be 
routine and will be acted upon by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion on 
these items unless a Committee member or citizen so requests.  In this event, the item will 
be removed from the Consent Calendar and considered after the Consent Calendar.  If you 
would like an item on the Consent Calendar discussed, simply tell Staff or a member of 
the Committee. 
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PRELIMINARY BUSINESS             10:45 AM 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Public Comment (If necessary, the Chair may place reasonable time limits on all comments) 
4. Changes to Agenda Order: Identify emergency items arising after agenda posting and requiring 

action prior to next regular meeting (It is anticipated that the EENR Committee may take action 
on the following matters) 

CONSENT CALENDAR (It is anticipated that the EENR Committee may take action on the following 
matters) 

5. EENR Meeting Minutes – 6/26/13  
Recommended Action:  Approve. 

6. Correspondence  
Recommended Action: Receive and File. 

PRESENTATIONS (It is anticipated that the EENR Committee may take action on the following matters) 
7. Southern California Regional Energy Network – Laurel Rothschild, The Energy Coalition 

Recommended Action: For Information Only.   

DISCUSSION ITEMS 
8. SGVCOG Environmental Goals & Objectives  

Recommended Action: Provide Direction to Staff.  

ACTION ITEMS (It is anticipated that the EENR Committee may take action on the following matters) 
9. EENR Meeting Date  

Recommended Action: Move regular EENR Meeting Date to 4th Wednesday of the month at 3:30 
p.m.  

UPDATE ITEMS (It is anticipated that the EENR Committee may take action on the following matters) 
10. Proposed San Gabriel Valley National Recreation Area 

Recommended Action: For Information Only.  

COMMITTEE MEMBER ITEMS  

STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ADJOURN            11:45 AM 



  
 

 
 

 
SGVCOG EENR Committee Minutes 
Date:  Wednesday, June 26 
Time:   10:00 a.m. 
Location: Upper District Offices (602 E. Huntington Dr; Monrovia, CA)  
 
 

PRELIMINARY BUSINESS             
1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 10:10 a.m. 

2. Roll Call 
Members Present Members Absent  
Claremont S. Pedroza Sierra Madre 
Monrovia M. Lutz  
Rosemead M. Clark  
San Dimas D. Bertone  
   
Guests  
Arcadia V. Hevener  
CWH B. Whittington   
Glendora J. Nelson  
San Gabriel Water 
Association 

A. Ortega  

Sierra Madre J. Carlson  
Southern California 
Water Assoc. 

R. Atwater  

TVMWD R. Hansen, C. 
DeChaine 

 

Trust for Public Lands A. Size  
Upper District S. Chapman  
WCA R. Romanek  
   
Staff   
A. Miller   
M. Creter   
C. Sims   

 

3. Public Comment  
B. Whittington, from the Council for Watershed Health, introduced Alex Size, the new Project 
Manager from the Trust for Public Lands.  A. Size will be working on projects in the San Gabriel 
Valley.   

4. Changes to Agenda Order: Identify emergency items arising after agenda posting and requiring 
action prior to next regular meeting  

CONSENT CALENDAR 
5. EENR Meeting Minutes – 5/28/13 

6. Correspondence  



 
 

There was a motion to approve consent item 5 and 6 (M/S: Bertone/Pedroza). 
 

AYES: Claremont, Monrovia, Rosemead, San Dimas 
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: Sierra Madre  

 
ACTION ITEMS 

7. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair for FY 2013-2014 
There was a motion to elect Denis Bertone (San Dimas) as chair of the EENR Committee 
and Nancy Walsh (Sierra Madre) as vice-chair of the EENR Commtitee (M/S: 
Pedroza/Lutz). 
 
AYES: Claremont, Monrovia, Rosemead, San Dimas 
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: Sierra Madre 

 
8. Selection of 2013 Sustainability Awardee 

Staff provided 3 nominees that had submitted nominations: the El Monte Level 3 charging 
station, the Pomona Perchlorate Treatment Facility (AEP-3) and the purchase of 22 Compressed 
Natural Gas (CNG) Trash Trucks in Pomona.  M. Lutz also nominated the LA Permit Group.  
The Committee discussed the nominations.   
There was a motion to recommend to the Executive Committee the Pomona Perchlorate 
Treatment Facility (AEP-3) for the 2013 Sustainability Award  (M/S: Bertone/Clark). 
 
AYES: Claremont, Monrovia, Rosemead, San Dimas 
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: Sierra Madre 

 
UPDATE ITEMS  

9. San Gabriel Valley Energy Wise Partnership 
SGVCOG staff provided a brief update on the Energy Wise Partnership and the projects that had 
closed during the month of May.  

10. Energy Upgrade California 
SGVCOG staff reported that the Energy Upgrade California grant would be ending at the end of 
June.   

11. SCE CEESP  
SGVCOG staff provided a brief update on the SCE CEESP grant.   

12. California HERO 
SGVCOG staff reported a brief update on the San Gabriel Valley’s cities’ enrollment in the 
California HERO program.   

 
PRESENTATIONS 

13. Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) 



 
 

R. Atwater, from the Southern California Water Committee, provided an overview of the Bay 
Delta Conservation Plan.  The Bay Delta is critical for the State’s water supply.  The Bay Delta 
Conservation Plan was developed with the co-equal goals of restoring the Delta’s ecosystem and 
creating a reliable water supply.  There will be a presentation on the BDCP at a future Governing 
Board meeting.   
 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 
14. EENR Goals and Objectives  

The Committee discussed its goals and objectives.  There were several preliminary 
recommendations that were discussed, including the following working with the Municipal 
Water Districts and determining where there are opportunities to assist in implementing their 
Conservation Plans, following the Water Bond and ensuring that the San Gabriel Valley 
Conservancy receives an equal amount, advocating for additional funding for water projects and 
stormwater projects, ensuring that the COG is influencing the legislation for the proposed 
National Recreation Area, and ensuring that there is adequate funding for open space.  The 
Committee recommended that staff meet with staff from the Municipal Water Districts to 
develop recommendations for the goals.  The Committee also recommended that it spend the 
next meeting working on developing its goals and objectives.   

15. National Park Service Study – Next Steps 
The Committee discussed some of its concerned related to the National Recreation Area.  The 
Committee recommended that it form a committee to develop recommendations for the NRA.   

 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBER ITEMS  

STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
ADJOURN            
The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m.  The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 24 at 3:30 p.m., 
and the location will be determined.     
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From Claremont to Whittier, a 21-mile bike commute is a way of life:
Sam Pedroza
Posted: sgvtribune.com

When I turned 7, my parents gave me a Huffy bike and my world instantly grew bigger. Thirty-eight years
later, I continue to find cycling just as liberating.

Nothing beats the sense of exuberance the moment I first clip my shoes in and crank on the pedals. Gone
are the days that I would pick up my Huffy and take off on to some adventure. Today my biking regime
requires scheduling and much planning. I look at my calendar and plan ahead on what days would work
best to commute to work on my bike. I look at my route, time constraints, weather, clothing, bike condition,
and what I need to pack.

I pay much attention to my route.

I get to know the timing of lights and where the dreaded potholes are located. I look for routes where cities
give cyclists some attention, for example, installing traffic lights with cameras that detect cyclists. I
especially keep an eye out for parked utility trucks that jump out in front of you (fully recovered from my
run in with one, thank you very much). I make sure that I am as visible as possible. I expect drivers not to
notice me.

I remind myself that a fender bender is much more detrimental to a cyclist. As much as I enjoy my cycling
experience, I know that accidents come with the territory. That piece of foam that is called a helmet will
save your life. Any opportunity I have I will always repeat that wearing a helmet, even for a jaunt around
the corner, is just as important as buckling up as soon as you sit in your car. My accident happened down
the street from my home, and I was wearing a helmet. If I was not, I perhaps would not be writing this
piece.

My crooked nose reminds me of my accident, however I will never forget the importance of paying
attention on my bike travels. I look for road hazards and I pay attention to obstructions ahead of me, in
fact I anticipate my moves much like those portrayed in the movie "Premium Rush." While my bike riding
is far from like those messengers riding through the streets of Manhattan, my commute to work is more
than just a means of transportation. My 21-mile journey from Claremont to the Sanitation Districts in north
Whittier is also a one-hour exercise where I burn more than 1,000 calories instead of burning expensive
gasoline (burn-fat-not-oil theory). It is my time to play out problem-solving scenarios in my head and
exercise my brain.

I construct speeches in my head and figure out what message I want to convey (such as in this op-ed
piece). It is a contribution to limiting my carbon footprint on this planet. My morning rides are shared with
the sound of birds chirping and, depending on my route, roosters crowing. It is my opportunity to change
up the scenery on the fly.

On those days that I have no meetings to rush to or a little extra time to get home, I take the opportunity to
check out new pathways. Recently I began exploring the surroundings of Bonelli Park and the Covina
Hills. While I enjoy the comforts of the Citrus Bikeway along Bonita Avenue, I change it up to check out
the historic neighborhoods of La Verne and San Dimas.
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Great views indeed, and certainly views I would have never noticed if I were driving. Those are times
when I am once again that 7-year-old kid on a bike exploring new routes, seeking new opportunities and
taking advantage of what this world has to offer.

Sam Pedroza is a member of the Claremont City Council and a regular bike commuter.
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Council directs staff to make 'bolder' plan after community input
By Lauren Gold, Staff Writer @LaurenKGold on Twitter Pasadena Star-News
Posted: sgvtribune.com

PASADENA - Council members sent the city's draft bike master plan back to the drawing board this week
after agreeing with a newly formed community coalition that the plan was not strong enough.

The Complete Streets Coalition, which banded together at the beginning of the month, told the Municipal
Services Committee Tuesday that the proposed draft bike plan, first written in 2010, would not
successfully increase bike safety in the city. They cited its almost sole focus on street stencils called
sharrows and "bike route" signs rather than building protected bike lanes.

"The bike plan as it was being drafted was really only making minimal accommodations. It wasn't a
significant, ambitious change," said Jonathan Edewards, president of the Downtown Pasadena
Neighborhood Association and a coalition member.

The Complete Streets Coalition also includes Day One Pasadena, the Caltech Bike Lab, Bike SGV,
CICLE, The Flintridge Center, Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition and the Arroyo Seco Foundation plus
other local transportation advocates and community organizations.

The bike plan was set to go up for council approval Monday, after sitting for more than two years as staff
waited to present it along with the General Plan update. But Councilwoman Margaret McAustin said the
committee decided it was important to take the extra time to make the plan "bolder."

"Under this plan we were thinking small," McAustin said. "We want to be a progressive city, and if we
really want to embrace bicycle riding in the city we are going to need do more than what's envisioned in
that plan."

McAustin added that the plan needed more separated bike lanes to allow all levels of riders to feel
comfortable biking on city streets. According to Pasadena police, in 2012 there were 79 bikers injured in
collisions with cars and there have been 47 so far this year. Since 2010 there have been four biking
fatalities in the city.

With the new council direction, staff will rework the plan and bring it back to the committee in a few
months, said Transportation Administrator Mark Yamarone.

Yamarone said he sees the committee's decision as ultimately positive. The prior plan was restricted, he
said, by previous council direction that did not allow the proposed bike lanes to take over street or parking
space.

"Staff is supportive of the direction. Basically we were tasked with coming up with a plan that is no longer
constrained by not removing parking or travel lanes," Yamarone said. "The council asked us to come back
with a plan that included a broader network of facilities that would provide sort of dedicated and protected
lanes for bikes, and we'll do that."

While coalition members had long advocated for improved nonautomobile transportation in the city, the
death of 25-year-old cyclist Phillip O'Neill on Del Mar Avenue near Caltech in June shocked them into
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jump-starting an organized effort.

"I think several things came together around the same time and that galvanized the community," said Wes
Reutimann, environmental prevention director at Day One.

But, Reutimann said, the coalition plans to advocate for more than just bikes in the city. The ultimate goal,
he said, is a city full of "complete streets" that will accommodate cars, bikes and pedestrians in harmony.

"I think the real focus on our end is to make sure we are designing streets that are safe for the entire
community and aren't designed solely for one mode of transportation," Reutimann said. "How can we
better promote multimodal transportation?"
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PUC President Michael Peevey validates underground high-voltage
lines
Canan Tasci, Staff Writer Inland Valley Daily Bulletin
Posted: DailyBulletin.com

State Public Utilities Commission President Michael Peevey experienced a "change of heart" last week
when he voted to send high-voltage power lines underground through a portion of Chino Hills.

This is opposite of what he and four other commissioners wanted in 2009 when they unanimously gave
the green light to Southern California Edison to build 198-foot, 500-kilovolt high-voltage power lines above
ground through five miles of Chino Hills as part of the Tehachapi Renewable Transmission Project.

Two years ago, however, construction temporarily came to a stop when the commission -- with three new
commissioners -- debated the original ruling.

After months of meetings, more debating and much contemplation, Peevey and one more new
commissioner voted 3-2 on July 11 to underground those high-voltage power lines through 3.5 miles of
the city at the expense of ratepayers.

Peevey said his final decision came after physically seeing the towers residents call "monsters" and
concluding despite the modest cost to ratepayers it's his duty, as well as the commissions, to put a
significant emphasis on community values.

The cost of undergrounding would add about $224 million more to the bill, including offset for Chino Hills'
financial contribution of property, which is valued at about $17 million. This will be on top of the project's
total cost of $2.1 billion.

The Tehachapi project is intended to bring wind-produced electricity from Kern County to the Los Angeles
Basin, over a 225-mile stretch and is part of a state mandate to generate more sustainable energy by
2015.

Chino Hills residents and city officials haveï»¿ advocated Edison's right-of-way is too narrow for the
high-voltage towers, and that they cause hazards and potentially unknown health issues.

Edison officials have said undergrounding would be extremely expensive and make the system less
reliable.

"Think about it. Would you want a pole that is 40 or 50 feet away from you towering over your house and
in some instances, you could hear the crackling of electricity," Peevey said. "There is no question that it
will diminish the property values. We're not talking about one or two homes here, we're talking about 220
homes to be exact and I think that's an unreasonable burden."

A day after the decision Peevey spoke candidly about his decision and explained his reasoning for siding
with Chino Hills, but not with out being critical of Edison and how they approached undergrounding.

QUESTION: What is the breakdown of the cost to rate payers for undergrounding?
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ANSWER: A residential user or homeowner will pay, on the average 8.08 cents a month, spread out over
30 years.

Q: How do you justify this small, but over time large increase?

A: It's not a matter of justifying it so as much as it is, in this instance, we put a significant importance on
community values. The Public Utilities quote says, that as part of our job is the weighing of overall needs
and community values - we think we're doing both. We're going to be able to have renewable energy from
the Tehachapi comes into the Edison system and it will do it in a timely fashion. But no community should
be overwhelming adversely impacted. In weighing the two things, the majority of us put a significant
emphasis on community values.

And probably what could have happened here, and what should have happened here, is that if Edison
was a little more adroit about it that they would have bought out all these homes a long time ago. Or offer
compensation to people, but they didn't do that. They bulldozed ahead. It was their way or the highway
attitude. There were other compromises perhaps that could have been done, (but) they never offered up
anything, so it left us to make the call.

Q: Help the readers, help the rate payers, understand why this decision was changed.

A: Clearly, the majority of the commissioners after physically visiting Chino Hills and seeing the enormity
of these 200-foot towers, in 150-foot right of way with a catenary line, coming with in 35-40 feet of those
property lines and going through such a symmetry part of the city. It's just that a majority of us felt it was
the wrong thing to do. Nothing that large should be placed in a right-of-way that small if we had an
opportunity to do otherwise.

Q: Considering the four other commissioners are new, do you think if the previous board was still
on board you would have the same outcome?

A: I have no idea. But there is a huge difference from seeing something from a schematic drawn and
seeing something in person, towering over your head. It also raises the questions, what is the proper role
going forward with siting transmission lines in urban and city suburban areas in the future.

We have undergrounding in San Diego County and Millbrea (in San Mateo County) and south San
Francisco in the San Francisco Bay area, so this is not unprecedented what has happened. The only
unprecedented nature is that we did it in the sense that the towers were already in place but the wires
hadn't been drawn.

Q: Chino Hills has been critical of Edison. Is it fair for them to blames Edison for this, seeing you,
the PUC made them move forward with this project?

A: No. It's a much more nuance complicated answer. The answer is, they (Edison) had a right to rely on
the Commission's decision in December 2009. But 18 months ago, I starteda dialogue with Edison about
all of this and I think it would have been nice if they would came to the conclusion that conditions have
changed, times have changed and maybe they (should) rethink this. They didn't do that. They lobbied very
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strongly, very hard, tried to elicit support everyplace they could solicit and get support every place they
possibly could to continue the path they were on. And I think it is fair to say they're used to doing things in
a certain manner and they don't like change.
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Ambitious goal for L.A. River: Continuous 
51-mile path by 2020 

 

A rendering shows how an L.A. River bike path might look near North Broadway, north of 
downtown. (L.A. River Revitalization Corp.)  

Related photos » 

By Christopher Hawthorne Times Architecture Critic  

July 23, 2013, 8:00 a.m. 

The Los Angeles River Revitalization Corp. on Tuesday will announce an ambitious goal: 
Completing a continuous 51-mile greenway and bike path along the river by the end of the 
decade. 

The news comes as a second nonprofit group dedicated to improving the river, Friends of the Los 
Angeles River, is working behind the scenes on even bigger plans. That group and L.A. officials 
are lobbying the Army Corps of Engineers in Washington to endorse a $1.06-billion plan to 
restore and remake 11 miles of the river between Union Station and Griffith Park. 
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The Army Corps is also considering less costly alternatives for that stretch as it readies a 
restoration feasibility study -- a long-delayed and much-anticipated document that itself has cost 
roughly $10 million to produce -- for release later this summer. 

HAWTHORNE: On the Boulevards 

Even if a cheaper Army Corps plan is put in place, the effort promises dramatic improvements 
for the river and public access to it as it passes near downtown, including removing some of the 
concrete that wraps it like a straitjacket. 

The initiative being announced Tuesday, known as the 2020 Greenway plan, would use a 
combination of public and private money to improve the existing 26 miles of bike paths along 
the river while adding new paths covering 25 miles. The goal is a river path open to the public 
for the entire length of the river, from the western end of the San Fernando Valley south to Long 
Beach. 

The L.A. River Revitalization Corp. has also helped raise money for a new bike, pedestrian and 
equestrian bridge – known as the La Kretz Crossing – spanning the river between Griffith Park 
and Atwater Village. 
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latimes.com 
Edison starts legal action in San Onofre nuclear plant shutdown 

By Marc Lifsher 

9:49 AM PDT, July 18, 2013 

 
SACRAMENTO -- Southern California Edison Co. has started legal action against the 
manufacturer of steam generators whose failure forced the permanent closure of the San Onofre 
nuclear power plant on the northern San Diego County coast. 

The Rosemead-based electric utility, as expected, filed a formal Notice of Dispute early 
Thursday on Mitsubishi Heavy Industries of Japan and its United States subsidiary Mitsubishi 
Nuclear Energy Systems. 

Q&A: Why is it closing and what will it cost? 

Edison is the senior partner at the massive nuclear plant. Juniors include San Diego Gas & 
Electric and the city of Riverside's electric utility. 

"Our action is about making sure that Mitsubishi takes responsibility for providing the defective 
steam generators that led to the closing of SONGS" -- the San Onofre Nuclear Generating 
Station, said Edison President Ron Litzinger. 

In the notice, Edison alleges that Mitsubishi manufactured "a lemon" and could not fix "defects 
in its product because they were so fundamental and pervasive." 

Mitsubishi does not dispute that the generators failed after being installed as part of a repowering 
project designed to prolong the life of a facility that provided electricity for over 1.4 million 
homes in Southern California. 

Frank Gillespie, Mitsubishi Nuclear's senior vice president, concedes that a previously unknown 
phenomenon caused the pipes to vibrate and leak, preventing the plant from producing energy. 

The contractual dispute, he said, would be over who is responsible for the problem and how 
much financial liability is involved. 

Edison's notice opens a 90-day window for the two sides to resolve the the problem. If that is 
unsuccessful, Edison would initiate a binding-arbitration proceeding against Mitsubishi as 
stipulated in the original contract with the Japanese firm. 
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Damages related to the failed steam generators likely will top $2 billion, according to Edison's 
most recent business update on costs associated with San Onofre.  

ALSO: 

Power could be tight without San Onofre  

Edison will shut down San Onofre for good 

How San Onofre's steam generators sealed nuclear plant's fate 
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