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February 10, 2020 
 
 
To:    Governing Board, San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments  
From:    Jennifer Quan, League of California Cities  
Re:    Liaison Report 
 
 

Events and Programs 
 
Los Angeles County Division General Membership Meeting: March 5, 2020, 6:00-8:30 p.m., 
Los Angeles. Register at http://www.lacities.org  
 
Public Works Officers Institute: March 18-20, 2020, Monterey. Register at 
https://events.cacities.org/register.aspx  
 
 

Legislation and Advocacy 
 
Senate Bill 50 (Wiener) Fails in the Senate 
During the last week of January, SB 50 (Wiener) was heard on the Senate Floor and failed to 
pass the Senate on an 18-15 vote and therefore may no longer be considered this year. Senators 
were under a tremendous amount of pressure from legislative leadership and stakeholders on 
both sides.  
 
In a statement following the bill’s demise, Senate pro Tem Toni Atkins acknowledged that 
opponents had real concerns with SB 50 and the need to reset the conversation. She also 
committed to meeting in the coming weeks with stakeholders on all sides to find a way forward 
on a housing production bill that could pass both houses and get the Governor’s signature. 
  
While SB 50 may have died, the need for more housing across our state persists and there is a 
greater sense of urgency in the Legislature and with the Governor to find alternative proposals to 
spur housing production this year. The League Board of Directors recognized this urgency last 
December by calling on the state to support local efforts this year to improve the supply and 
affordability of housing by providing financial tools and ensuring the retention of local decision-
making. It is now more important than ever for the League to have a seat at the table to develop 
the alternative housing proposal the Senate pro Tem is calling for. In order to do that, we must 
come forward with proposals in the coming weeks that we can support. At its upcoming meeting 
in February, the League Board of Directors will be discussing smart housing solutions that cities 
can support. 
 
In addition, the League issued a press statement immediately after the Senate Floor vote: 
https://www.cacities.org/Top/News/Press-Releases/2020-(1)/SB-50-Senate-Floor-Vote 
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Local Examples of Housing Solutions 
Throughout 2020, the League is encouraging cities to submit stories, photos, and videos that 
demonstrate city-initiated or partner projects they are most proud of which have resulted in 
increased housing production. The League will distribute the information through a multitude of 
platforms including the League newsletter, Western City Magazine, You Tube, Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram. They will also be used as examples in our advocacy efforts on housing.  
 
Municipal Revenue Sources Handbook 
The League just released its fifth edition of the Municipal Revenue Sources Handbook which 
provides up-to-date information on local fees, taxes, charges, and intergovernmental revenue for 
local governments including laws, court decisions, state tax rates, and allocation formulas. It is 
the definitive resource on municipal funding for city managers, finance officers, academics, and 
other professionals engaged in the complex world of municipal finance in California. The 
handbook includes: A brief history of California municipal finance with current issues; Data and 
charts showing the history, prevalence, and capacity of revenue sources; Legal references; 
Definitions of terms; Chapters on capital financing and cost recovery; Detailed guidance for 
calculating a Gann Appropriations Limit. 
 
 
 
 
For additional information on these items, please contact Jennifer Quan at 626-786-5142 or 
jquan@cacities.org  
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