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Governing Board Appoints 
Philip A. Hawkey Executive 
Director  

On October 1st, Philip A. Hawkey 
joined the SGVCOG as the new 
Executive Director. Hawkey, Executive 
Vice President Emeritus for the 
University of La Verne and former City 
Manager of Pasadena, will manage the 
SGVCOG under a two‐year contract 
with Kelly and Associates.  

Hawkey retired this past summer from 
the University of La Verne, where he 
served in multiple leadership 
capacities, over the years, and where 
he continues to teach graduate classes 
in Public Administration. Before joining 

the University, he was City Manager of 
Pasadena from 1990‐1998; City 
Manager of Toledo from 1986‐1990; 
and Deputy City Manager of Cincinnati 
from 1982‐1986.  

To find out more about our new 
Executive Director read our interview 
with him below or read his full 
biography on the COG’s website.  

What are your major goals as 
incoming Executive Director? 

Most of the issues that are important 
to the quality of life of local 
communities also have a regional 
dimension.  Very few aspects of life in 
an urban region are confined to city 
borders, and in the San Gabriel Valley 
where life and commerce circulates 
constantly through the various cities, 
the need for regional cooperation is 
important for the vitality and livability 
of the region.  Thus, the pursuit of a 
better quality of life involves the need 
for intergovernmental and regional 
cooperation. 

My goal as Executive Director of the 
San Gabriel Valley Council of 
Governments is to facilitate and 
support the interaction, 
communication and coordination of 
the 31 cities, the County Supervisor 
Districts and the Water Districts of the  
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SGVCOG 11th Annual Leadership Awards Ceremony 
On Thursday, September 17th, the 
SGVCOG hosted its 11th Annual 
Leadership Awards.  This event 
recognizes individuals and projects that 
have had a significant impact on 
improving the quality of life for 

residents in the San Gabriel Valley.  The 
five different awards recognize 
individuals and programs in the 
following areas:  sustainability; 
consensus‐building; spirit of service; 
innovation and leadership.  

Additionally, this event recognizes 
Board members and city staff that 
dedicate time to serve in leadership 
positions at the COG.  SGVCOG 
President Gene Murabito serves as 
master of ceremonies for the event.   

Sustainability Award:  Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal 
Water District	

Spirit of Service Award: Barbara Messina	

This award recognizes an agency for a 
project or program that exemplifies 
sustainability in one of the following 
areas: water, energy, solid waste, open 
space or air quality.  This year,  the 
Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal 
Water District was selected for its  “San 
Gabriel Valley Water Smart City 
Challenge”.     
 
This program was launched in January 
2014, and was aimed at encouraging 
cities within the Upper District’s service 
territory to lead by example and adopt 
best practices for water conservation. 
Twelve cities signed on and went on to 
complete eight out twelve challenge 
requirements. 
 
Key successes of the program include: 

 Rebates paid to residents in Upper 
District’s service territory increased 
by nearly 1,100%.;  

 10 California Friendly Landscape 
Training classes were hosted;  

 Over 5,000 water wasting devices 
were retrofitted with new water 
efficient models;  

 More than 345,000 sq. ft. of turf 
were removed, leading to another 
45 acre feet of water in savings 

 26 large landscape surveys were 
completed at various city parks 
and facilities. Of those, 18 were 
retrofitted with annual with an 
annual water savings of 160 acre 
feet; and 

 And 24 city council members and 
26 city staff were educated 
through the Upper District’s water‐

related forums and events. 
 
All of this amounts to savings of more 
than 350 acre feet of water (or 113 
million gallons) a year!     

 

This award recognizes an individual 
that represents the spirit of service and 
volunteerism as well as their 
commitment to their local community 
and the larger San Gabriel Valley.  This 
award was presented to  Barbara 
Messina, Vice‐Mayor of the City of 
Alhambra and former President of the 
SGVCOG.   
 
Barbara Messina has dedicated over 40 
years to public service and has worked 
tirelessly to ensure public safety, 
devoted herself to the needs of the 
young and old, worked to preserve and 
protect residential neighborhoods, 
improved recreational facilities, 

expanded business and job 
opportunities, advocated for regional 
transportation issues.  
 
She has also dedicated her time to 
serving on a variety of governing and 
non‐profit boards, including those 
SCAG; League of California Cities; the 
YMCA Board of Directors; and the 
Alhambra Soroptimist Club. She is an 
active member of All Souls Church, 
serving as a lector since 1975 and has 
been a volunteer for the Junior Blind 
Foundation and League of Women 
Voters. 

EENR Chair Denis Bertone with Shane 

Champan, USGVMWD General Manager 

Council Member Barbara Messina with 

SGCVOG President Gene Muribato 
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Consensus-Building Award:  Tim Spohn	

Judy Wright Award:  Cynthia Kurtz	

Jack Phillips Award:  Bill Bogaard	

This award recognizes an individual that 
championed innovation in the planning, 
design or delivery of a project or 
programs that benefits the San Gabriel 
Valley.  This year, Bill Bogaard, former 
Mayor of Pasadena was selected as the 
recipient for this award for his 
leadership and innovation in 
environmental issues, transportation, 
economic development, and housing.  
 
Some of Mayor Bogaard’s key 
accomplishments during his 25 years of 
public service include:   

 Leading the fight to obtain 
approval of the Foothill Gold Line 
Extension light rail service out to 
Pasadena from Union Station;  

 Overseeing Pasadena’s city hall 

renovation for both seismic, and 
LEED Green certification; 

 Supporting the preservation of 
Open Space such as the 
Hahamonga Annex and Annandale 
Canyon 

 Promoting Active Transportation 
through programs such as Bike to 
Work Pasadena, and the Way 
Finding signage program;  

 Championing the renovation and 
expansion of the Pasadena 
Convention Center; and 

 Expanding services to the homeless 
and providing for additional 
affordable housing and 
transportation‐oriented units in 
the City of Pasadena.   

Judy Wright Award recognizes and 
individual that has demonstrated 
outstanding leadership in the San 
Gabriel Valley.  This year, this award 
was given to Cynthia Kurtz, CEO of the 
San Gabriel Valley Economic 
Partnership (SGVEP) and former City 
Manager of the City of Pasadena.   
 
As President and CEO of the SGVEP 
Cynthia Kurtz has been at the forefront 
of enhanced economic development 
for the cities in the San Gabriel Valley 
as well as assisting the businesses that 
call the San Gabriel Valley their home.  

Key accomplishments include:   

 The SGVEP Business Assistance 
Program, which has visited close to 
1,000 businesses in the last 4‐
years;  

 The “Discover the SGV” marketing 
campaign, which markets business 
and tourism opportunities;  and  

 Diverse participation in the SGVEP, 
including 108 Active Business 
members, 28 governmental 
entities, 14 educational 
institutions, and 14 non‐profit 
organizations.     

This award recognizes an individual that 
represents the spirit of cooperation and 
collaboration by outreaching to various 
stakeholders in order to further 
projects and programs that benefit the 
San Gabriel Valley.  This award was 
presented to Tim Spohn, former Mayor 
of the City of Industry, Chair of the ACE 
Board of Directors, and Vice‐President 
of the SGVCOG Governing Board.   
 
Tim Spohn was known as a champion of 
the San Gabriel Valley’s transportation 

issues, tirelessly representing the 
region at both the State and Federal 
level and working to secure hundreds 
of millions of dollars for the region’s 
transportation needs.  His leadership 
and selfless service are missed greatly 
by the San Gabriel Valley Cities.   In 
particular, he provided critical 
leadership on behalf of ACE in moving 
forward the City of Montebello’s grade 
separation project.    
 
 

Mark Christoffels, ACE CEO, with Tim Spohn 

Bill Bogaard with Pasadena Mayor Terry 

Tornek 

David Reyno, Foothill Transit, and Cynthia 

Kurtz 
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Bike Hub Opens at El Monte Transit Center 

On September 14, Metro officially 
opened its very first “Bike Hub,” a 
dedicated, full‐service, secure‐access, 
high‐capacity bicycle parking facility at 
the El Monte Station, the busiest transit 
hub in the San Gabriel Valley. 
 
The new $635,000, 1,100+ square‐foot 
facility is located at the front of El 
Monte Station, the largest bus facility 
west of Chicago.  The facility will 
provide a full suite of bicycle‐related 
services including controlled entry for 
56 bicycles under closed‐circuit TV 
surveillance, peak‐hour staff availability, 
folding bike rentals, same‐day repairs, 
accessory sales and bike‐related 
classes.  The facility adds 60 percent 
greater bicycle parking capacity to the 
station. 
 
Similarly operated Metro Bike Hubs are 
planned to serve the Hollywood/Vine 
Metro Red Line Station in mid‐2016, 
and the Culver City Expo Line Station in 
late 2016.  Combined, these Bike Hubs 
will add nearly 700 new safe, secure 
bicycle parking amenities at key transit 
hubs on the Metro system. 
 
Bike Hubs provide an attractive option 
for commuters who typically drive and 
park at congested Metro park & ride 
lots especially for those that live within 
a bikeable distance.  Commuters who 
bicycle to the station instead may no 
longer need to take their bicycles on 
the transit system and have the 
assurance that their bike is parked in a 
securely controlled environment. 
 
“This is the first time Metro has built a 
dedicated, secure‐access bike parking 
facility directly at a transit station, and 
no better place to do it than at the El 
Monte Transit Station – one of our 
largest and busiest stations” said Mark 
Ridley‐Thomas, L.A. County Supervisor 
and Metro Board Chair.  “This bike hub 

is a win‐win. It will make our system 
more bike friendly and allow more 
commuters to ditch their cars. Not only 
that, it will reduce air pollution, and 
offer our commuters quick and easy 
access to this regionally important 
transit hub.” 
 
Similar to Metro’s current bike locker 
program, Bike Hub access will be 
available for registered users who pay a 
small $5 weekly, $12 monthly or $60 
yearly fee. Only registered users can 
park in the facility, which is accessible 
24/7 and where surveillance cameras 
and intrusion detection provide added 
security measures. Users can register 
online at metro.net/bikehub or on‐site. 
Users then present their driver’s license 
or Metro Bike Hub card to enter the 
facility. Users are responsible for 
locking their bike and gear to the racks. 

Metro has contracted with “BikeHub,” 
the nation’s largest bike station 
operator to provide controlled access 
parking and operations for El Monte 
Station. BikeHub utilizes cutting edge 
access‐control technology that the 
company says will ensure unparalleled 
security and customer service.  Its 
system employs a space‐efficient design 
that provides full repair and retail 
services in a small space, as well as cost‐
efficient staffing during the peak hours 
of 7 a.m. to 11 a.m., which includes face
‐to‐face interactions with 90 percent of 
all patrons on a daily basis to perform 
repairs, answer questions and provide 
direct communication and 
encouragement to new bike 
commuters.  The company is also a 
participant of Metro’s new Bike Share 
project team that will pilot bikesharing 
in Downtown Los Angeles in mid‐2016. 
 
For more information, 
visit www.metro.net/bikehub. 

Transportation Update 
Below please find updates about the COG’s transporta on ac vi es, as well as other relevant regional and statewide updates.   
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Design Works Starts on Montebello Corridor Project 

San Gabriel Valley Secures $31.9M in Call for Projects  

An engineering firm has started design 
of the $142 million Montebello Corridor 
project to improve the four at‐grade 
freight rail crossings in the City of 
Montebello. Conceptual design plans 
are anticipated to be ready by spring 
2016 and construction is anticipated to 
begin in 2019, contingent on funding.  
 
“Montebello has for too long 
experienced traffic delays, collisions and 
train horn noise at our crossings due to 
frequent freight trains along the 
railroad which divides our city. Today is 
an historic day for Montebello as we 
finally, after 15 years of delays and 
dissension, move forward on the 
Montebello Corridor project supported 
by our community and leaders,” Jack 
Hadjinian, Mayor of Montebello and 
Chair of the ACE Board of Directors said 
when the ACE Board in July authorized a 

$1.9 million conceptual design services 
contract with Moffatt & Nichol.  
 
Over the last two decades, five crossing 
collisions have been recorded in 
Montebello with one pedestrian killed 
and another pedestrian and motorist 

injured. By 2025, traffic is projected to 
increase from the current 49 trains per 
day to 91 trains per day, resulting in a 
doubling of vehicle delay, more horn 
noise and greater likelihood of collisions 
at crossings.    

At its September meeting, the Metro 
Board of Directors awarded a total of 
$201 million to 88 projects Countywide 
under the 2015 Call for Projects.   
 
In response to the Metro’s 2015 Call for 
Projects, 178 applications were 
submitted requesting a total of $473 
million.  Across the San Gabriel Valley, 
36 projects were submitted, requesting 
$71 million in funding, and 13 were 
initially recommended for $31.9 million 
in funding.  Combined, the San Gabriel 
Valley represented 14% of both the 
submitted and funded applications, 15% 
of the funding requested, and 16% of 
the funding recommended.  The San 
Gabriel Valley represents approximately 
16% of the County’s population.  The 
Metro Board of Directors adopted the 
final awards at their September 24, 
2015 meeting.   
 
San Gabriel Valley projects that were 
awarded funded by  category are shown 
in the table at right.   

Category Applicant Project Funding 

Regional Surface 

Transportation 

Improvements  

Rosemead Garvey Ave. Regional Access & 

Capacity Improvement  

$2.3M 

Caltrans Michillinda Ave. Intersection 

Improvements  

$907K 

Signal Sync. & Bus 

Speed Improvements  

Caltrans 1‐210 Connected Corridors $6.4M 

LA County SGV Traffic Signal Forum $7.3M 

Transporta on 

Demand Management 

Pasadena Shared EV Employer 

Demonstration Project  

$335K 

Pasadena Bikeshare Start Up $954K 

Pasadena Union St. 2‐Way Cycle Track $2.7M 

LA County E. Pasadena/E. San Gabriel 

Bikeway Access Improvements 

$1.8M 

Pomona Phase 2 Bicycle Network $2.8M 

Monterey Park Monterey Pass Road Complete $1.9M 

Transit Capital Pasadena Bus Purchase $1.3M 

Bicycle Improvements  
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Interview with Phil Hawkey (continued) 
(Con nued from pg. 1) Valley Council of 
Governments, so that the region can be 
effective in having influence and 
attracting funding to pursue our 
regional goals. 

The San Gabriel Valley is an amazing 
region, with notable assets in business, 
finance, technology, science, 
entertainment, recreation, education 
and civic leadership. These great 
resources of the San Gabriel Valley can 
be leveraged to  gain the attention and 
support that is needed to address 
regional problems. 

For the 25 years I have been actively 
involved in the San Gabriel Valley, I 
have seen the benefit of regional 
cooperation in securing the Gold Line 
and the formation of the ACE 
Construction Authority, addressing 
regional water issues, improving the 
environment, and creating 
opportunities for business growth.  Each 
community in the San Gabriel Valley is 
expected to pursue self interest in 
building their local quality of life, but  it 
is clear that the local quality of life in 
the San Gabriel Valley has been greatly 
benefitted by regional cooperation.  

What are you most excited about 
coming into this new position? 

I enjoy working on public policy issues 
with an eye towards turning policy into 
action that benefits local 
communities.  The interaction and 
dialogue among the members of the 
San Gabriel Valley Council of 
Governments about  important regional 

issues can create a greater 
understanding of the nature of these 
issues and can give guidance on actions 
that should be taken. The  members of 
the COG Governing Board are 
collectively very  experienced and 
intelligent about many of the issues 
confronting our communities and the 
region, and the interaction among 
members can be useful in creating a 
common purpose that can produce joint 
solutions.  I hope I can help identify 
some of the common threads that will 
produce the strong fabric of a heathy 
and vital region. 

What do you consider one of your 
most meaningful professional 
accomplishments? 

My career has involved mostly the 
complexity of administration as a city 
manager and the administration of a 
medium‐sized university. In addition to 
the general finance, human resources 
and operational responsibility of 
executive management, I mostly 
enjoyed envisioning and planning for a 
desirable future.  I spent much of my 
career building facilities and 
encouraging economic development, 
such as Old Pasadena, but my most 
fulfilling work was in developing 
organizational strategies that involved 
identifying opportunities and action 
plans that capitalized on organizational 
assets.  I hope that some of my work at 
the San Gabriel Valley Council of 
Governments will involve the 
discernment of opportunities for the 
region to work together in ways that 

brings value to all of the communities in 
the region. 

What are your favorite hobbies or 
interests? 

My happiest times are when I am with 
my wife, children and grandchildren.  All 
three of my children, their spouses, and 
our three grandchildren, live within a 
couple of miles from my home.  We 
have two more babies that will be 
joining our family in the next few 
months. 

I like to read history and politics, and I 
am old fashioned because I still enjoy 
reading home delivered newspapers in 
the morning.  I like going to movies, live 
theatre and music concerts.  I have 
been a runner for many years, primarily 
to stay healthy and get private stress 
reducing time.  I have run 5 marathons 
and several half‐marathons. 

At the University of La Verne I am an 
assistant professor of Public 
Administration and teach in the Masters 
of Public Administration program, 
where I enjoy helping students to 
appreciate the fulfillment from a career 
in public service. 

I am active in the Pasadena Rotary Club. 
My work on the Board of the Rose Bowl 
Operating Company gets me involved in 
interesting projects, such as guiding the 
maintenance and repair of the Rose 
Bowl Stadium and the Brookside Golf 
Course.  An interesting project that I am 
involved with is the proposed annual 
Arroyo Seco Music Fesitival scheduled 
for June of 2017 at the Rose Bowl. 

September 2015 Governing Board Meeting Summary  
Below please find an overview of the ac ons at the September 17, 2015, Governing Board mee ng. 

 Board Authorizes Submi al of CalTrans Sustainable Transporta on Planning Grant  
The Board voted to approve Resolu on 15‐26, authorizing the Execu ve Director to submit a grant applica on under the 
CalTrans Sustainable Transporta on Planning Grant Program. 

 Board Votes to Support Fix Our Roads Campaign   
The Governing Board adopted Resolu on 15‐27 in support of the Fix Our Road Campaign, aimed at iden fying long‐term 
solu ons to the transporta on infrastructure problems facing the State of California. 

 Contract with Kelly & Associates Management Group Approved 
The Board approved a two‐year contract with KAMG for Execu ve Director services. 
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Comment Deadline Approaching for California Water Fix 
On April 30, 2015 Governor Brown 
announced a revised version of the Bay 
Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) in 
response to public comments and 
further scientific research. The new plan 
aims to accelerate long‐delayed 
Sacramento‐San Joaquin Delta (Bay 
Delta) environmental projects, including 
critical habitat, wetlands and floodplain 
restoration, while fixing California’s 
aging and environmentally damaging 
water delivery system.  The revised 
planproposes to separate the 
conveyance facility and habitat 
restoration efforts into two separate 
programs, “California WaterFix” and 
“California EcoRestore”.  
 
CALIFORNIA WATERFIX 
“California WaterFix” (WaterFix) is 
designed to address the mounting 
problems facing California’s water 
infrastructure. The existing system is 
inefficient and in need of repairs that 
would enable it to withstand the 
impacts of climate change and seismic 
events, while reducing negative impacts 
on fish. If improvements are not made 
to the existing system, both the 
environment and the state’s economy 
are at risk of water disruption, job loss, 
higher food and water prices, and 
significant species decline. In addition, 
California needs to prepare for the 
potential impacts of climate change – 
rising sea levels, intense storms, and 
floods that cause levees to fail – that 
could disrupt water service to 25 million 
Californians. WaterFix focuses on 
resolving these critical issues, while 
simultaneously protecting fish 
populations. 
 
The WaterFix program focuses on five 
main areas: water security, climate 
change adaptation, environmental 
protection, seismic safety, and 
affordability. Key components of the 
plan include: 

 Two tunnels up to 150’ below 
ground designed to protect 
California’s water supplies 

 Three new intakes 

 Reinstate a more natural direction 
of river flows in the South Delta 

 New criteria to protect spring 
outflow to San Francisco Bay 

 Criteria to protect Sacramento 
River flows and fish 

 15,600 total acres of ecosystem 
restoration and protection 

The estimated cost of this package of 
projects is estimated to be $14.9 billion 
and will be paid for by public water 
agencies that utilize the Bay Delta. 
Water agencies will also be responsible 
for funding all habitat and restoration 
projects associated with WaterFix.   
 
Additional information is available at 
http://www.californiawaterfix.com/.   
 
CALIFORNIA ECORESTORE 
The goal of the “California 
EcoRestore” (EcoRestore) program is to 
implement habitat restoration projects 
across at least 30,000 acres of the Bay 
Delta over the next five years. The 
projects will be aimed at addressing 
aquatic, sub‐tidal, tidal, riparian, flood 
plain, and upland ecosystem needs. 
EcoRestore is separate from any habitat 
restoration that may be required as part 
of the WaterFix projects, such as the 
new water conveyance system.  
EcoRestore will address these critical 
issues and will help to mitigate the 
impact of state and federal water 
projects.  

Funding for the proposed restoration 
projects will come from a variety of 
sources, including state and federal 
public water agencies currently 
required to mitigate the ecological 
impacts of the State Water Project and 
the Central Valley Project in the Bay 
Delta. Additional funding will be 
provided by Propositions 1 and 1E, the 
AB 32 Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund, 
and local, federal, and private 
investment.  EcoRestore costs are 
estimated to be $300 million at a 
minimum.  
 
Additional information is available at 
http://resources.ca.gov/ecorestore/.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
The public comment period on the 
Partially Recirculated Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (RDEIR)/
Supplemental Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (SDEIS) on the Bay 
Delta Conservation Plan/California 
WaterFix ends on October 30, 2015. The 
RDEIR/SDEIS can be accessed at http://
baydeltaconservationplan.com/2015Pu
blicReview/PublicReviewRDEIRSDEIS/
PublicReviewRDEIRSDEIS_Links.aspx.   
 
The additional time allows for the 
public, government agencies, and 
others to assess the changes made to 
the plan.  

Environment & Water Update 
Below please find updates about the COG’s activities, as well as other energy, environment, natural resources and water updates.   
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Wednesday, November 4, 12 noon 
City Managers’ Steering Committee 
11333 Valley Boulevard, El Monte, CA 
 
Monday, November 2, 4:00 pm 
Executive Committee  
1000 S. Fremont Ave., Alhambra, CA 
 
Wednesday, November 18, 10:00 p.m. 
Water Committee/TAC 
602 E. Huntington Dr., Monrovia, CA 
 
Thursday, November 19, 6:00 p.m. 
Governing Board 
602 E. Huntington Dr., Monrovia, CA 

Monday, November 16, 12 noon 
Public Works TAC 
211 E. Huntington Dr., Arcadia, CA 
 
Monday, November 23, 12 noon 
Housing Committee 
119 W. Palm Ave; Monrovia, CA 

Upcoming Meetings 

We encourage you  to attend any of  these meetings  to find out more about 
what’s going on at the COG! 


