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SCAG 2016-2040 Regional 
Transportation Plan Update  
As the federally designated regional 
Metropolitan Transportation Planning 
Organization (MPO), the Southern 
California Association of Governments 
(SCAG) is required to prepare a 
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP)/
Sustainable Communities Strategy 
(SCS) every four years for the counties 
of Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange, 
Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura.   
 
The Regional Transportation Plan 
component of the plan is a long‐range 
transportation plan that reflects a 
region‐specific, balanced, multimodal 
plan that serves as a guide for public 
policy and investment decisions 
throughout the region. Using growth 
forecasts and economic trends that 
project out to 2040, the RTP considers 
the role of transportation in the 
broader context of economic, 

environmental, and quality‐of‐life goals 
for the future, and identifying regional 
transportation strategies to address 
our mobility needs.  Beginning in 2008, 
SB 375 (Steinberg) required the 
inclusion of the SCS in the RTP 
development.  SCS is intended to 
integrate land use and transportation 
strategies that will achieve greenhouse 
gas emissions reduction targets. 
 
The 2016 RTP/SCS includes over 2,000 
transportation projects—ranging from 
freeway improvements, railroad grade 
separations, bicycle lanes, new transit 
hubs and replacement bridges. This 
includes  numerous projects in the San 
Gabriel Valley and their inclusion in the 
RTP/SCS makes them eligible for 
federal funding. The upcoming RTP/SCS 
development and adoption process is 
shown in the table below.   
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Governing Board October Meeting	

2016 Greater Los Angeles Homeless Count	

This year, the Los Angeles Homeless 
Services Authority (LAHSA), will be moving 
from a biennial to an annual homeless 
count. The 2016 Greater Los Angeles 
Homeless Count will take place on January 
26, 27 and 28, of 2016.  
 
LAHSA is part of a coordinated network of 
city and county agencies, nonprofits, civic 
and community leaders. They rely on 
accurate data on the region’s homeless 
population, and by determining where the 
homeless live, the Homeless Count helps 
organizations secure and direct resources 

where they are most needed. The 
Homeless Count aims to inform 
stakeholders about the state of 
homelessness in Los Angeles, by 
determining the size and scope of the 
homeless population. Data from the 
Homeless Count is used as a tool for 
nonprofits and local governments to help 
advocate for additional and specialized 
resources. The Homeless Count relies on 
6,000 volunteers over the course of three 
days to help gather data. 
 
 

The Opt‐In Program gives cities, 
neighborhoods and communities the 
opportunity to obtain locally specific data 
at a high confidence level by completing a 
full count of every census tract assigned 
to their area. Participation allows 
jurisdictions to obtain a Point‐In‐Time 
Count enumeration of the sheltered and 
unsheltered homeless population residing 
within each census tract.  
 
For additional information about the 2016 
Greater Los Angeles Homeless Count visit 

www.theycountwillyou.org.  

The following is a recap of the October 15th Governing Board meeting: 

 SCAG Presentation on the 2016 Regional Transportation Plan 
Hasan Ikhrata from SCAG presented on the 2016 Regional 
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy. 

 South Coast Air Quality Management District Provides Update 
Dr. Philip Fine from SCAQMD presented on the 2016 Air Quality 
Management Plan. 

 Governing Board Voted to Support the California Water Fix Plan 
The Board adopted Resolution No. 15‐29 in support of the 
proposed California Water Fix project. 

 Cynthia Sternquist Elected to Represent the SGVCOG at SCAG 
Transportation Policy Committee Meetings  
An election was held for the SGVCOG Representative to SCAG’s 
Transportation Policy Committee. Council Member Cynthia 
Sternquist of Temple City was elected. 

 Election Held for  SGVCOG 3rd Vice President Position  
Mayor Margaret Clark of Rosemead was elected 3rd Vice 
President of the SGVCOG. See article below for additional 
information on Margaret’s background and relationship with the 
COG. 

 The next meeting of the Governing Board will take place on 
November 19th.  

Rosemead Mayor Margaret Clark Elected 3rd Vice President 

On Thursday, October 15th, the 
Governing Board elected long‐time 
board member, Margaret Clark from 
the City of Rosemead, as the SGVCOG’s 
3rd Vice President.   
 
Margaret has served on the Rosemead 
City Council since March 1991, including 

six terms as Mayor. Prior to her election 
to the City Council she was a 
Commissioner on the Rosemead 
Planning and Traffic Commissions. In 
addition to serving on City Council, 
Margaret was elected to serve as 
President of the Los Angeles County 
Division of the League of California 

Cities and has been a member of the 
California Contract Cities Association 
executive board.  In addition to serving 
on the Governing Board, Margaret is a 
member of the SGVCOG’s Energy, 
Environment and Natural Resources 
Committee, and the Water Committee.  
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Los Angeles County Homeless Initiative	
Last month the 
City of Los 
Angeles pledged 
$100 million in 
new money to 
address a “state 
of emergency “ on 
homelessness. 

Following in the footsteps of the City’s 
announcement, the Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors announced their 
own $51 million initiative.  
 
Using surplus revenue from last year’s 
fiscal budget, the County aims to spend 
the money on programs and services 
for the county’s homeless population. 
The allocation was unanimously 
approved.  
 
Between now and the end of the year, 
the County is hosting 18 homeless 

initiative policy summits on a variety of 
subjects, including employment, land 
use, supplemental security income and 
veterans benefit advocacy, Affordable 
Care Act opportunities, homelessness 
prevention, encampments/street 
homelessness and outreach/
engagement, coordination of current 
services, subsidized housing, and 
discharges into homelessness. These 
summits bring together regional 
stakeholders to discuss key aspects of 
the issue, current local efforts, best 
practices, and potential recommended 
strategies. The summits will result in a 
set of recommendations that will be 
released for public comment in  January 
2016. Following the public comment 
period, the final recommendations will 
be taken to the Board of Supervisors for 
consideration in February 2016.  
 

The homeless initiative is designed to 
leverage the passion and compassion 
evoked by the increasing number of 
homeless families and individuals 
throughout the region. 
 
To find out more about the County’s 
Homeless Initiative, please visit:  
 

http://priorities.lacounty.gov/
homeless/ 

Winter Shelter Program	

The East San 
Gabriel Valley 
Coalition for 
Homeless 
(ESGVCH) has 
announced the 
schedule for 
their 2015‐
2016 Winter 

Shelter Program. The Winter Shelter 
opens on December 1st and operates 
continuously until March 1st. The 
Coalition contacts and arranges for the 
different church sites for a two‐week 
stay and transports the clients to each 
site. It coordinates the thousands of 
volunteers who provide food, clothing, 
hygiene kits, soap, and towels for the 
showers and other supplies.   
 
No one is turned away who comes for 
help, however, strict rules are enforced 
to prevent alcohol and drug abuse in 
the shelter. In addi on to providing a 
warm, safe and dry bed, the ESGVCH 
also provides a weekly healthcare 
program at the shelter. The clinic brings 
in student nurses who examine the 
homeless clients, dispense medicine, 

and provide referrals for those who 
need further treatment.  
 
The Winter Shelter is primarily funded 
through a contract with the Los Angeles 
Homeless Authority, but is made 
possible through the support of the 
churches who provide shelter loca ons 
and the volunteers who donate their 

me.  
 
The Winter Shelter is one of four 
programs run by ESGVCH.  The 
organiza on also operates an 
Emergency Assistance Center located in 
Hacienda Heights where clients come to 
receive direct aid; a transi onal housing 
program which consists of two 
apartments rented by ESGVCH for 
families who are transi oning back to 
permanent housing; and the Encore 
Program which provides support for 
outpa ent therapy for the homeless 
who are addicted to substances and 
seek recovery. 

 
More informa on can be found at 

www.esgvch.org  

 

12/1—12/16  St. Christopher Catholic 
Church  

629 S. Glendora Ave. 
West Covina 

12/17—1/1 St. Dorothy’s Catholic 
Church 

241 S. Valley Center Ave. 
Glendora 

1/2—1/15 Glenkirk Presbyterian 
Church 

1700 E. Palopinto 
Glendora 

1/16—1/31 St. John Vianney Catholic 
Church 

1345 Turnbull Canyon Rd. 
Hacienda Heights 

2/1—2/15 Holy Name of Mary 
724 E. Bonita Ave. 

San Dimas 

2/16—2/29 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Catholic Church 

1835 Larkvane Rd. 
Rowland Heights 

2015‐2016  
Winter Shelter Schedule 
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SCAG Go Human Campaign 

“Go Human” is a new community 
outreach and adver sing campaign 
funded by a $2.3 million grant from the 
2014 California Ac ve Transporta on 
Program. This program is being 
managed by the Southern California 
Associa on of Governments (SCAG).  
“Go Human” consists of an adver sing 
campaign to promote traffic safety, the 
development of resources and toolkits 
for ci es and organiza ons, and the 
support of events across the region that 
encourage walking and biking. 
 
“Go Human” will be adver sed on 
freeway billboards, buses and bus 
shelters in the coun es of Imperial, Los 

Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San 
Bernardino and Ventura. SCAG is 
partnering with the county health 
departments and transporta on 
commissions from the region, but is 
also seeking the par cipa on of local 
ci es, regional agencies and community 
partners. 
 
There are a number of opportuni es for 
ci es, agencies, non‐profits and 
individuals to help promote the 
program including:  

 Uploading “Go Human” web 
banners to agency websites; 

 Liking the campaign on Facebook 
and sharing posts; 

 Follow the campaign on Twi er 
@GoHumanSoCal and using the 
hashtag #GoHumanSoCal; 

 Prin ng the campaign 

adver sements and pos ng in 
public facili es; and 

 
For more informa on  visit  
www.gohumansocal.org. 

 

Transportation Update 
Below please find updates about the COG’s transporta on ac vi es, as well as other relevant regional and statewide updates.   

BikeSGV Opens Bike Education Center 

On Sunday, October 
25th, Bike San Gabriel 
Valley (BikeSGV) 
opened the doors to 
their new Bike 
Educa on Center at 
the Seymour Family 

Center (10900 Mulhall St.) in El Monte. 
The Bike Educa on Center will provide 
members of the community with a 
place to a end courses on ridership for 
cyclists of all levels, as well as classes on 
bike repair. BikeSGV also plans to use 
the space to offer bike rentals using 
bikes they receive through dona ons. 
The new center will be a great jumping 
off point for members of the 
community to access the nearby 
Emerald Necklace bikeway network.  
 
Permanent hours for the Bike Educa on 
Center will be set in the coming weeks.  
 

More informa on can be found at 
www.bikesgv.org. 

 
 



VALLEY VOICE | PULSE OF THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY  VOLUME 3, ISSUE 7| Page 5 

 

October 15th Moving Goods, Moving People Hearing 

Gold Line Service Scheduled to Begin March 2016 

On Thursday, October 15th, Assembly 
Member Chris Holden held a hearing of 
the Assembly Select Committee on 
Regional Transportation to discuss 
timely transportation issues for the 
region and the state. The hearing 
Moving Goods, Moving People included 
local and state government officials and 
experts, including ACE and Gold Line 
representatives, who discussed issues 
regarding funding solutions, active 
transportation and managing regional 
growth.   
 
Speakers at the hearing included Habib 
Balian, CEO, Foothill Gold Line; Mark 
Christoffels, CEO, ACE; and 
representatives from CalTrans, Metro, 
SCAG, CTC, SANBAG, and Southern 
California Regional Rail Authority/
Metrolink.  

A er five years of design and 
construc on, and more than 2.4 million 
work hours logged, the nearly $1 billion, 
11.5‐mile Foothill Gold Line light rail 
project from Pasadena to Azusa 
reached substan al comple on, on 

me and on budget, on September 23, 
2015.  
 
Three design‐build contractors were 
responsible for comple ng the Foothill 
Gold Line from Pasadena to Azusa. On 
September 23, Foothill Transit 
Constructors (FTC) completed the 
largest of the three design‐build 
contracts, which included design and 
construc on of all elements of the light 
rail project with the excep on of 
parking and the I‐210 Gold Line Bridge.  
 
On September 24th, Metro accepted 
the Pasadena to Azusa segment and pre
‐revenue service was ini ated. Pre‐
revenue service is an important period 
when Metro will con nue to accept and 
commission new light rail vehicles, train 

operators and local emergency 
responders, and educate the 
community about staying safe as the 
trains begin to run regularly through 
their communi es. Metro has recently 
announced a start date for passenger 
service ‐ Saturday, March 5, 2016.  
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County-wide Energy Atlas Launched  
The UCLA Energy Atlas, which went live 
at the end of September, is an 
interactive website aimed at informing 
energy planning and research in Los 
Angeles and throughout California as 
the State collectively works to achieve 
ambitious energy goals and 
sustainability. Energy Atlas provides 
downloadable data, as well as an 
interactive geospatial relational 
database that has the ability to connect 
address level energy consumption to 
building characteristics and census 
information.  
 
By providing energy use data across Los 
Angeles County, the Energy Atlas allows 
users to better identify targets for 
energy reduction programs, through 
allowing users to take into 
consideration data related to 
sociodemographic characteristics, 
climate, building attributes, building use 
and other variables.  
 
The Atlas has important benefits to the 
region including: 

 Assisting local governments in 
consolidating and coordinating 
individual climate action and 
energy reduction efforts happening 

across the region by providing 
region‐wide climate and energy 
data.; 

 Helping individual local 
governments to improve climate 
action and energy reduction efforts 
by providing analytics tailored to 
specific geographies within the 
region (e.g. cities or COGs); 

 Assisting to identify communities 
for additional investments; and 

 Evaluating GHG emissions from the 
built environment and assisting 
efforts to improve air quality and 
transition to the state’s renewable 
portfolio standards.   

The Energy Atlas was developed by the 
UCLA California Center for Sustainable 
Communities through funding from the 
Southern California Regional Energy 
Network and the County of Los Angeles’ 
Office of Sustainability. Program 
partners also included the Los Angeles 
Regional Collaborative for Climate 
Action and Sustainability and the Energy 
Coalition, as well as policy makers, 
energy experts and program 
administrators.  
 

Visit the Energy Atlas at http://
www.energyatlas.ucla.edu/.   

 

 

San Gabriel Valley Energy Efficiency Projects Update 

Environment & Water Update 
Below please find updates about the COG’s activities, as well as other energy, environment, natural resources and water updates.   

In 2015, through the San Gabriel Valley 
Energy Wise Partnership, we’ve been 
able to identify and realize opportuni‐
ties for municipal building energy effi‐
ciency retrofits. The following infor‐
mation (right) demonstrates the impact 
of projects.  
 
Additionally, through the Partnership’s 
marketing and outreach we have suc‐
cessfully engaged 2, 835 community 
members, attended 29 community 
events, attended 15 civic meetings, and 
presented to 8 community groups since 
January 2015.  
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San Gabriel Valley Energy Wise Partnership Updates 
The San Gabriel Valley Energy Wise 
Partnership  has a number of exciting 
updates and upcoming events to share. 
November and December bring back 
the annual holiday LED light exchange 
program. The SGVCOG will be 
exchanging LED lights for strands of 50 
or more incandescent lights at  nine 
different community events beginning 
on November 21st with the Christmas 
Tree Lighting in Covina and ending with 
the Winter Wonderland event in 
Walnut on December 12th. See 
the full list of events below. 

On December 9th, the Partnership will 
be holding the 2015 Energy Leadership 
Awards at the San Gabriel Hilton Hotel 
(see below). This will be an opportunity 
for us to recognize energy efficiency 
leaders in our region. The following 
awards will be given out: largest kWh 
project (individual, combined, and small 
city); largest therms; green leadership; 
and cities who have achieved Gold 
Level.  
 

Included below, you will also find an 
update on the EASY Program, which 
offers free home energy assessments to 
residents in the San Gabriel Valley. If 
you or someone you know is interested 
in receiving your own free home 
assessment, call the COG office to 
schedule one today: 626.457.1800. 

 
For more information on the Energy 

Wise Partnership Program visit: 
www.sgvenergywise.org.  

EASY Program Update 
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Alhambra, CA 91803 

    

  
   

Wednesday, November 4, 12 noon 
City Managers’ Steering Committee 
11333 Valley Boulevard, El Monte, CA 
 
Monday, November 2, 4:00 p.m. 
Executive Committee  
1000 S. Fremont Ave., Alhambra, CA 
 
Wednesday, November 4, 9:00 a.m. 
Water Committee/TAC 
119 W. Palm Ave., Monrovia, CA 
 
Thursday, November 19, 6:00 p.m. 
Governing Board 
602 E. Huntington Dr., Monrovia, CA 

Monday, November 16, 12 noon 
Public Works TAC 
211 E. Huntington Dr., Arcadia, CA 
 
Wednesday, December 2, 3:30 p.m. 
EENR Committee 
600 S. Mountain Ave., Monrovia, CA 
 
Thursday, December 3, 12 noon 
Planners TAC 
119 W. Palm Ave., Monrovia, CA 
 

 
 

Upcoming Meetings 

We encourage you  to attend any of  these meetings  to find out more about 
what’s going on at the COG! 


