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Transportation Spotlight 

Regional Connector 

 

COG POLICY COMMITTEE UPDATE 

 

Transportation 
Chair — John Fasana, City of Duarte 
At its next meeting, the Transportation 
Committee will be discussing the following 
items: 

 Transportation Guiding Principles 

 SCAG/MTA First Mile-Last Mile Strategic 
Plan 

 

HCED 
Chair — Joe Lyons, City of Claremont 
At its next meeting, the HCED Committee will be 
discussing the following items: 

 Housing Policy Paper 

 Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority 

EENR 
Chair — Denis Bertone, City of San Dimas 
At its next meeting, the EENR Committee will be 
discussing the following items: 

 Bay Delta Conservation Plan 

 Protecting Water Supply in the SGV 

The Metro Regional Connector Project is a 

1.9 mile underground light-rail transit (LRT) 

project that will connect the Metro Gold Line  

Little Tokyo/Arts District Station to the 7th 

Street and Metro Center Station in 

downtown Los Angeles.  It will allow 

passengers to transfer from the Blue, Expo, 

Red and Purple Lines without transferring at 

Union Station.  When completed, this 

extension will allow passengers a direct 

connection between Azusa and Long Beach 

and East Los Angeles and Santa Monica.   

The Regional Connector project has long 

been identified as a critical regional project.  

Even in the late 1980s and early 1990s, as 

analysis and planning were underway for a 

light-rail system from Pasadena to Long 

Beach, through downtown Los Angeles, 

feasibility studies for the Gold Line and Blue 

Line identified the need for a regional 

connector.  Funding limitations throughout 

the 1990s and 2000s prevented its 

construction.  Metro continued to study the 

feasibility and, in 2011, the Metro Board of 

Directors authorized the staff to proceed 

with the draft Environment Impact 

Statement/Environmental Impact Report 

(EIS/EIR).  The Final EIS/EIR was adopted in 

2011.  Due to its regional significance, the 

Southern California Association of 

Governments (SCAG) included the project in 

its 2008 Regional Transportation Plan and 

Metro included it in the constrained portion 

of Metro’s 2009 Long Range Transportation 

Plan.   

The Regional Connector Project will improve 

the efficiency of and access to both local and 

regional destinations by providing 

continuous through service on existing lines 

through downtown Los Angeles.  The 

project will also include 3 new stations: 

Grand Avenue, Broadway, and Little Tokyo/

Arts District.   All stations will include public 

art components and provide convenient and 

safe access.   

After completion, it is estimated that the 

Regional Connector will provide access to 

90,000 passengers daily, including 

approximately 17,000 new transit riders.  

With the need for transfers eliminated, one-

way LRT trip times across the County should 

decrease by 10 to 20 minutes.  In addition, 11 

intersections, including 1st and Alameda 

Streets will see improved performance and 

less congestion.   

While work is underway to relocate 

underground utility lines, there have been 

some challenges for the Regional Connector 

Project.  Several downtown business owners 

have challenged the EIS/EIR in court, 

arguing that Metro’s proposed tunneling 

methods violate the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).   

The Regional Connector is expected to cost 

$1.366 billion over the life of the project, 

with a projected opening in 2020.  The 

project will receive some funding from 

Measure R, a half-cent sales tax increase 

that was approved by voters in 2008., and 

Metro staff also submitted an application for 

$670 million in federal New Starts funding 

from the Federal Transit Administration.   

Stay tuned next month for a spotlight on the 

710 North Gap Closure.   
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Metro is responsible for allocating 
discretionary federal, state and local 
transportation funds to improve all modes of 
surface transportation. Metro also prepares 
the Los Angeles County Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP). A key component 
of TIP is the Call for Projects program, a 
competitive process that distributes 
discretionary capital transportation funds to 
regionally significant projects.  Every other 
year, Metro accepts Call for Projects 
applications in eight modal categories:  

 Regional Surface Transportation 
Improvements (RSTI); 

 Goods Movement Improvements; 

 Signal Synchronization and Bus Speed 
Improvements;  

 Transportation Demand Management;  

 Bicycle Improvements;  

 Pedestrian Improvements; 

 Transit Capital; and  

 Transportation Enhancement Activities 
(TEA). 

Local jurisdictions, transit operators, and other 
public agencies are encouraged to submit 
applications proposing projects for funding.  
Funding for the Call for Projects comes from a 
variety of local, state, and federal sources, 
including, but not limited to, the following: 

 Local Sources:  Proposition A (10%) and 
Proposition C (25%) 

 State Sources: Transportation 
Alternatives (TA) funds 

 Federal Sources:  Congestion Mitigation 
and Air Quality Improvement Program 
(CMAQ)   

As part of the 2013 Call for Projects, Metro 
received 207 applications.   Over the past eight 
months, staff has evaluated the applications, 
met with Metro’s Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC) and its subcommittees, and 
held project sponsor appeals.  At their 
September 2013 meeting, the Metro Board 
adopted Staff’s recommendation to fund 96 
projects totaling $199.39 million in the eight 
modal categories outlined below.  San Gabriel 
Valley jurisdictions submitted a total of 31 
projects across seven modes, 19 of which were 
recommend to receive funding.  In total, 
projects in the San Gabriel Valley region were 
recommended for $39,365,884 in funding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

San Gabriel Valley Succeeds in Call for Projects 

 The San Gabriel Valley in Metro Call for Projects: At-a-Glance 

Amount of Funding for Projects in  SGV Cities  

of the overall funding in this Call for Project was 
recommended for projects in the San Gabriel Valley  

November 2013




