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2.0  Self-Introductions 
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4.0 July 25th Minutes (Page 1) 
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5.0 Correspondence (Page 3) 
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10.1 Update from September Open Space Workshop 
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12.1 IRWMP Open Space for Habitat and Recreation Plan (Page 22) 
12.2 NPDES MS4 Update 

13.0 January 2012 – July 2012 Goals and Objectives (Page 28) 
Items for Future Meetings  
Set next meeting date 
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MINUTES 

Wednesday, July 25th, 2012 
10:45 a.m. 

 
Monrovia Public Works Yard 

600 S. Mountain Ave. 
Monrovia, CA  

 
Preliminary Business 

1.0     Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 10:50 a.m. 
 

2.0 Self-Introductions 
The following individuals were in attendance: 

C. Hamilton  AQMD 
D. Sarkar  AQMD 
P. Fine   AQMD 
R. Ketchum  AQMD 
R. Yeung  AQMD 
S. Pedroza  Claremont 
A. Ross   LADPW 
H. Maloney  Monrovia 
M. Lutz   Monrovia   
M. Clark  Rosemead 
D. Bertone  San Dimas 
J. Torres  Sierra Club 
N. Walsh  Sierra Madre 
C. Sims   SGVCOG staff 
R. Romanek  WCA 
D. Rossman  The Wilderness Society 

3.0 Public Communications  
There were no public comments.   

 
Consent Items 

4.0 July 2nd Minutes 
There was a motion to approve the consent calendar (M/S/C: Bertone/Lutz/Unanimous). 
 

5.0 Correspondence  
There was a motion to approve the consent calendar (M/S/C: Bertone/Lutz/Unanimous). 
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Discussion Items 
6.0 National Recreation Area Designation for San Gabriel Mountains and Puente Hills  

D. Rossman (The Wilderness Society) and J. Torres (Sierra Club) presented on the proposed National 
Recreation Area for the San Gabriel Mountains and Puente Hills.  They outlined the history of the proposal 
and highlighted the different alternatives.  Alternative D had been the desired alternative, and they were 
looking for support for Alternative D from the COG.  After discussion, the Committee recommended that the 
Open Space Working Group be reconvened as an opportunity to outreach regarding the proposal and, more 
broadly, to interface with the RMC.   
 

7.0 Air Quality Management Plan Presentation  
P. Fine presented on the Air Quality Management Plan that had been developed.  He highlighted the 
different requirements of the Plan that were being proposed to meet air quality requirements.  The 
Committee discussed the different requirements.   

8.0 Plug-In Electric Vehicle Regional Efforts 
D. Sarkar presented on the efforts that AQMD has been undertaking regarding plug-in electric vehicles.  
He noted the efforts that had already been undertaken and noted that in the coming months, AQMD was 
expecting to complete more work regarding plug-in electric vehicle efforts.  The Committee expressed a 
desire to obtain funding for plug-in electric vehicle charging stations throughout the region.   

Update Items  
9.0 Climate Change and Energy Working Group 

10.1 LGSEC Update 
Staff reported that the CPUC was continuing to develop plans for the new program cycle.   

10.2 Climate Change Conference 
Staff reported that the Climate Change Conference would be held on Thursday, September 
27th at the Courtyard by Marriott Hotel.  The intent of the workshop was to showcase the work 
that had been done for cities as a part of the EECAP grant program and also to highlight state-
wide speakers that are leaders in energy efficiency and other climate change topics.   
 

10.0 Open Space Working Group 
11.0 Solid Waste Working Group 
12.0 Water Resources Working Group 

12.1  NPDES MS4 Update 

13.0 January 2012 – July 2012 Goals and Objectives  
 Because the strategic planning session has not yet been scheduled, there was still time to 

complete the January 2012 – July 2012 Goals and Objectives  
 

Items for Future Meetings 
 
Set next meeting date 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 12:25 p.m.   
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Publications › Policy Paper Library › Article 

ARTICLE 
This article appears in the August/September 2012 issue of The Urbanist 

A New Course for the L.A. River
Plans are in the works to transform what many think of as a concrete ditch into a sustainable, cultural resource for the region. 

 

Channelized and diked for nearly its entire 51-mile length, the Los Angeles River has appeared in numerous Hollywood action scenes — like the hotrod 
race in Grease — as a wide, dry concrete ditch, not resembling a river at all (other than in the most postmodern, dystopic sense). But a long-term plan now 
under way aims to give it a different future, restoring the river as the centerpiece of a cross-town greenway that offers new open space, recreation and 
natural habitat in the dozens of communities along the river’s course.  

Historically, the L.A. River meandered around the floodplain that was pre-urbanized Los Angeles.  In flood, the river would dramatically alter course, meeting 
the ocean anywhere between Santa Monica and Long Beach, 30 miles to the south.  As development encroached in the early 20th century, the river had 
less room to move. Meanwhile, its floods became more dramatic as more of its watershed was paved, shunting stormwater straight into the river’s banks. In 
1913, the completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct from the Owens Valley provided a bigger, more reliable water supply for the city, and the river lost some 
of its importance. After one particularly catastrophic flood in 1938, the Army Corps of Engineers commenced the process of entombing the river in concrete 
on three sides.  The project was completed in 1959. Some sections of the river were left in a more natural, soft-bottom condition; today, these places host 
wildlife (including more than 200 species of birds) and provide scenic views on nearly 30 miles of riverside bike and walking paths. But in many places, just a 
thin ribbon of water flows through an extrawide channel, surrounded by fences and trash. Every time it rains, the river roils as storm drains contribute to its 
exponential rise and unnaturally fast flush to the sea.
 
But momentum is building to give the river a different future. Environmental advocates, community activists, the city and the federal government all recognize 
that restoring the waterway would bring community benefits, ecological benefits and economic development.  In 2007, the City of Los Angeles, with federal 
and community partners, published the Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan. The plan is a 25- year blueprint to transform the river by restoring its 
ecosystem and water quality, creating public access, celebrating the river’s cultural heritage, greening the surrounding neighborhoods and connecting them 
to the river through urban design, public art and a greenway with bike and pedestrian paths.  The plan includes 20 “opportunity areas” for revitalization 
efforts, with five major priority areas for early implementation. Ideas for the makeover include new public parks, wetlands, promenades, ponds with overlooks 
and naturalizing the concrete channel. Economic benefits from the opportunity areas, once they are built out, are estimated at several billion dollars, 
including thousands of new jobs and long-term tax revenue increases. Along with adopting the plan, the city created a new governance framework for 
revitalization efforts.  This included establishing three new organizations: a joint powers authority for river reconstruction and maintenance, a nonprofit 
corporation to direct financing into real estate and economic development and a foundation to raise private funds.
 
In the five years since the plan’s adoption, much has been accomplished. More than $50 million has been acquired from federal and local sources for land 
acquisition and demonstration projects.  Sections of bike path and pocket parks have been completed. Riverwalks and greenways are being designed. The 
city planning commission adopted a River Improvement Overlay District, which applies sustainable design guidelines to private development and public right-
of-way projects within roughly half a mile on either side of the river. The city has also adopted green infrastructure policies to better manage stormwater. 
Finally, with the Environmental Protection Agency’s declaration of the river as a navigable waterway, giving it federal clean water protections, the Army 
Corps has permitted public access to the river in a few places. Last summer, the city launched a pilot program to allow guided public boating on a 3-mile 
segment through the San Fernando Valley — the first time public recreation on the water has ever been allowed. 
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Through this process, Los Angeles is joining many other large cities in realizing the benefits of urban watershed revitalization. Other examples of river 
restoration projects paired with community and economic development efforts include the Anacostia River in Washington, D.C., the Charles River in Boston, 
the San Antonio River Walk and, perhaps most famously, South Korea’s Cheonggyecheon, which had been completely covered by a highway prior to being 
restored as a river and greenway through downtown Seoul in 2005. Closer to home, the Guadalupe River Park offers downtown San Jose a 3-mile stretch of 
trails, parks and plazas while providing habitat for birds and wildlife as well as critical flood control — an analogue, albeit smaller, to the vision for the L.A. 
River. All of these projects would be worth San Francisco’s consideration, as it is poised to invest several billion dollars to improve the seismic safety and 
sustainability of its wastewater system but has not yet taken seriously the idea of restoring urban creeks as part of that project.
 
The L.A. River enabled the City of Los Angeles to establish itself and grow into the incredibly rich and diverse place that it is. It is heartening to see that the 
city is beginning to return the favor.
 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Laura Tam is SPUR’s sustainable development policy director

Photo by sergio ruiz
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latimes.com/business/realestate/la-fi-energy-homes-20120923,0,1367147.story

ZeroHouse, a KB Home model of efficiency in Lake Forest, showcases efforts to offer
buyers homes that produce as much energy as they use.

By Alejandro Lazo, Los Angeles Times

September 22, 2012

Crowned with three gables and painted in hues of gray and white, the suburban home in Lake Forest doesn't
look much like the domicile of the future.

But as summer heat radiates off the fresh asphalt outside, the home runs comfortably at full tilt indoors.
Recessed lights shine, radios blare and air-conditioned splendor greets hot skin. Despite all systems going, the
property is producing more electricity than it can consume on a warm summer day — and that's the goal.

Unveiled late last year, the ZeroHouse model by Los Angeles builder KB Home embodies the industry's bid to
move beyond the one-of-a-kind vanity project and make subdivision building a green practice. Net-zero
homes such as the one KB Home has built are highly efficient properties paired with renewable energy
technology such as solar panel systems, resulting in homes so green they produce at least as much juice as
they consume.

California has had expansive policies mandating and incentivizing the development of greener new homes for
years, but the implementation of those goals has been slowed by the weak housing market and the dearth of
new construction.

With the market healing, and with builders trying to distinguish their products from homes they built as
recently as six years ago, companies such as KB Home, Lennar Corp. and others are rolling out more options
for consumers and increasingly making energy efficiency part of the basic package.

"For new homes, it is becoming more of a standard feature, and the reason is that builders need a compelling
reason that somebody should buy a new home rather than a resale," said Patrick Duffy, principal for research
firm MetroIntelligence Real Estate Advisors.

In coming years, California guidelines will call for ever more energy-efficient homes, with the goal of having
all homes built in 2020 being net zero. For now, net zero remains more of an aspiration for the industry,
though experts say builders are increasingly making standard some of the fundamental elements of green
design, including more efficient appliances, lighting and solar panel systems.

In Southern California, KB Home has made solar systems standard. Lennar, Pulte Homes and Pardee Homes
offer solar home projects. ABC Green Home of Newport Beach will be building a net-zero home to showcase
green technology for consumers. Clarum Homes in Palo Alto is a custom builder that has gained praise for
incorporating energy efficiency and passive solar features into homes with modernist flourishes.

Builders aim for super-energy-efficient homes - latimes.com http://www.latimes.com/business/realestate/la-fi-energy-homes-20120923...

1 of 4 9/24/2012 11:38 AM
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Moving to Southern California from Maryland, Ray and Linda Frilot wanted to buy a new home because the
resales needed too much work, from $20,000 to $50,000 worth of remodeling. They were attracted to the
solar offerings at KB Home's Fox Hollow at the Crown Valley Village development in Murrieta, said Ray
Frilot, a retired government worker and former military man.

Aside from a 2.25-kilowatt solar system, the home has a tankless hot water heater, some LED lighting and
Energy Star appliances. Although the home wasn't advertised as a net-zero property when they bought it, he
and his wife conserve so much energy from habits picked up while living in Germany that the electricity bill
from Southern California Edison Co. is close to zero.

"The energy that I don't use Edison buys from me," he said. "It looks like I may not have an electric bill next
year, because the electricity, all of it is going to keep on adding to that credit. I still have to pay delivery and
handling charges, but that is just a couple of bucks a month."

Net-zero homes couldn't exist without this type of subsidization, called net metering. Net-zero homeowners
rely on power from utilities at night but get credit for the energy they produce during the day that they don't
consume.

Net metering allows homeowners to get credit for the power they produce at a retail rate rather than a
wholesale rate. There is currently a cap on net metering programs for that reason. Although the cap won't be
hit any time soon, experts said, the future of net metering is uncertain.

Environmentalists began pushing for California to mandate that new homes come with renewable energy
systems in the early 2000s, as the technology became more scalable and available.

The effort to get builders to build green morphed into state law SB 1, which focused on incentives and created
the Million Solar Roofs Initiative, calling for the creation of 3,000 megawatts of new, solar-generated
electricity by 2016.

Gov. Jerry Brown has increased that goal to 12,000 megawatts, or roughly the equivalent of 12 nuclear power
plants, according to the group Environment California. A thousand megawatts of solar energy could power
about 250,000 homes.

Also created as part of the law was the California Solar Initiative, which uses rebates to promote renewable
energy use in previously owned homes, as well as commercial, agricultural, government and nonprofit
buildings. The similar New Solar Homes Partnership targets new houses.

"Unfortunately, as soon as the bill was passed, we had the housing market collapse, so everything stopped,"
said Bernadette Del Chiaro, director of clean energy and global warming programs at Environment California.
"As the housing market ticks back up again, I would expect solar to pick back up again."

In 2008, California energy regulators adopted a long-term plan that called for having all new residential
buildings achieve zero net energy use by 2020 and having all commercial buildings achieve zero net energy
use by 2030.

Regulators now mandate solar-ready roofs, more efficient lights and better-insulated hot water pipes, among a
variety of other requirements. Despite the rebates that California provides, the tightening of requirements
could make new homes more costly.

"It is kind of a double-edged sword because the construction costs of these new homes get passed on to the
new home builder," said Christopher G. Cardinale, an attorney at Alvarez-Glasman & Colvin, a firm that

Builders aim for super-energy-efficient homes - latimes.com http://www.latimes.com/business/realestate/la-fi-energy-homes-20120923...

2 of 4 9/24/2012 11:38 AM
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specializes in real estate. "In a tough economy, there is always that risk-reward for new environmental
standards."

There is evidence that consumers are growing increasingly interested in green features as an investment. A
recent study by economists at UCLA and UC Berkeley found that a green label on a single-family California
home provides a premium to a comparable home that isn't identified as using energy efficiently.

The researchers found that homes certified as energy efficient by Energy Star, LEED for Homes or
GreenPoint Rated sold for about 9% more than other homes.

Researchers estimate that premium at about $34,800, based on the average $400,000 price of a standard
home in California. The premium was significantly more than the cost of making a home energy efficient,
estimated at about $4,000 to $10,000 for a 2,000-square-foot house. The premium also was bigger than the
average $700 in annual utility-bill savings for owners of green homes.

Some economists and green building practitioners say that the building industry is still moving too slowly.
Mark Broud, principal at the firm Real Estate Economics, said that builders in Japan, China and many
European nations have employed more sophisticated building techniques for years, including the use of
autoclaved aerated concrete, a type of high-tech material that replaces lumber in some cases.

"We have constructed with lumber for hundreds of years and lumber tends to be very inefficient," Broud said.
"The construction techniques of homes need to change."

Others believe that mass production home building by its very nature is antithetical to constructing green
properties and that strategies should focus on refurbishing previously owned properties or doing more infill
building rather than new subdivisions.

Angela Brooks, a principal of architecture firm Brooks & Scarpa, is one of those critics. She and her husband,
Lawrence Scarpa, the other principal in the firm, live in a super-green redesigned home.

Called the Solar Umbrella, inspired by Paul Rudolph's Umbrella House of 1953, the home has photovoltaic
solar panels that form a canopy over the property and provide the residence with nearly all of its energy
needs.

Preserving parts of the original property — a 1920s Venice house — the couple installed energy-efficient
features including eco-friendly building materials and large sliding glass doors on the second floor to help
improve the air flow. The home won several awards, including one in 2006 from the American Institute of
Architects' Committee on the Environment.

"Tract housing in and of itself is kind of anti-environmental," Brooks said, adding that factors such as climate,
orientation and design should be considered, and when homes are just plopped down, much can be lost.
"Production home builders have really lost sight of the forest for the trees."

Nevertheless, green construction by large companies is becoming big business, particularly in California.

Anticipating that California will ultimately move toward more stringent energy policies, and that consumers
will demand them, major builders have begun partnering with solar panel providers to equip their homes.

California company SunPower Corp. created a business unit for catering to new-home building in 2006. The
company produces highly efficient black panels that on homes resemble skylights.

Builders aim for super-energy-efficient homes - latimes.com http://www.latimes.com/business/realestate/la-fi-energy-homes-20120923...

3 of 4 9/24/2012 11:38 AM

Page 7 of 29



Matt Brost, national sales director for SunPower's new-home division, said equipping new homes with solar
panels is one of the most effective ways of making homes more energy efficient because it costs less than
adding panels to older homes.

"The cost at new construction is substantially lower because you have things working for you, a much higher
rebate and builders buying in volume," Brost said.

Dan Bridleman, senior vice president for sustainability at KB Home, said big builders play an important role
in creating more sustainable homes.

The company focuses on making the most energy-efficient home possible before adding a solar system. KB
Home found an "inflection point" where the home was as energy efficient as it could be using available
technology that could be bought in bulk, he said.

Few of the features of ZeroHouse in Lake Forest are obvious, including the model's insulation and wall
assembly, low-E windows, LED lighting and Energy Star appliances. Even the solar panels look more like
skylights than the gleaming armor that many envision.

Inside the KB Home model, an oversized flat-screen TV planted above the living room's fireplace shows the
model home's cycle of energy consumption and production, graphed out in hourly segments.

By 2:15 p.m. on a warm summer afternoon, the model home had gobbled up 33.32 kilowatt-hours of
electricity, including nighttime hours when the house draws from the grid. Its solar panel system had produced
20.21 kWh. As the sun moved across the sky, the home's analytics showed, production was outpacing
consumption.

KB Home has yet to sell a ZeroHouse in Southern California as it is marketed, but buyers are attaining the
net-zero goal, or very close to it, choosing energy-saving options that fit their lifestyles, executives said.

"We could take any one of our plans …," Bridleman said, "and we could make that house a net-zero house."

alejandro.lazo@latimes.com

Copyright © 2012, Los Angeles Times
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Monterey Park adopts Climate Action Plan
By Lauren Gold, SGVN twitter.com/laurenkgold Pasadena Star-News
Posted: sgvtribune.com

sgvtribune.com

 
MONTEREY PARK - The City Council this week unanimously approved a Climate Action Plan, in an effort to
meet state and federal air quality standards and reduce local greenhouse gas emissions.

As part of the CAP, the council also waived the first reading of an ordinance that would place tighter
environmental standards on new building projects in the city.

"The plan allows the city to develop specific measures to do its fair share to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and
conserve energy," said Jim Basham, director of community development.

The City Council directed staff to begin forming the CAP in 2008, and throughout the process staff and consultant
AECOM solicited public input.

The city funded the CAP with a $100,000 grant from the Department of Energy. The CAP will, however, require
city funds for its implementation, the report states.

John Bridges, a consultant with AECOM, said the benefits of the CAP are "numerous." It will help monitor
emissions from the public and the city, control new construction projects, identify reduction targets and monitor
the CAP's progress over time.

"(Benefits include) public health, the economic well-being of the region, as well as enhancing the overall livability
of the region," Bridges said.

A major part of the CAP, City Manager Paul Talbot said, is reducing the environmental impacts of new businesses
and shopping centers built in the city. The council is set to adopt the ordinance implementing those regulations on
Oct. 3.

"So when we build a new shopping center it is going to (have) a transit stop in the center, having bike lockers at
the center, if you are over 50-100 employees it is going to have a shower facility for if you do ride your bike
there," Talbot said.

Bridges said an initial study of Monterey Park's emissions found that the majority of greenhouse gas emissions
comes from the transportation of people and goods throughout the city. The CAP, he said, includes incentives and
outreach for residents to reduce emissions from cars and increase biking, walking and transit use.

Under the CAP, the city aims to reduce overall emissions to 15 percent below 2009 levels by 2020, and 49 percent
below 2009 levels by 2035. The plan also sets goals for water and energy conservation and waste reduction.

To meet these goals, the CAP directs city staff to implement a set of concrete measures, and the plan also
delineates a system that allows the council, staff and the public to monitor the city's progress.

Talbot said the CAP is just the first step in making a greener Monterey Park, but undoubtedly an important one.

"This is just the first step, it isn't a giant leap forward," Talbot said.
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twitter.com/laurenkgold

Posted:  09/23/2012 10:26 PM
  

More News >>
Next >>

MONTEREY PARK - The City Council this week unanimously approved a Climate Action Plan, in
an effort to meet state and federal air quality standards and reduce local greenhouse gas

emissions.

As part of the CAP, the council also waived the first reading of an ordinance that would place
tighter environmental standards on new building projects in the city.

"The plan allows the city to develop specific measures to do its fair share to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions and conserve energy," said Jim Basham, director of community development.

The City Council directed staff to begin forming the CAP in 2008, and throughout the process staff
and consultant AECOM solicited public input.

The city funded the CAP with a $100,000 grant from the Department of Energy. The CAP will,
however, require city funds for its implementation, the report states.

John Bridges,  a consultant with AECOM, said the benefits of the CAP are "numerous." It will help
monitor emissions from the public and the city, control new construction projects, identify

reduction targets and monitor the CAP's progress over time.

"(Benefits include) public health, the economic well-being of the region, as well as enhancing the
overall livability of the region," Bridges said.

A major part of the CAP, City Manager Paul Talbot said, is reducing the environmental impacts of
new businesses and shopping centers built in the city. The council is set to adopt the ordinance

implementing those regulations on Oct. 3.

"So when we build a new shopping center it is going to (have) a transit stop in the center, having
bike lockers at the center, if you are over 50-100 employees it is going to have a shower facility for

if you do ride your bike there," Talbot said.

Bridges said an initial study of Monterey Park's emissions found that the majority of greenhouse
gas emissions comes from the transportation of people and goods throughout the city. The CAP,

he said, includes incentives and outreach for residents to reduce emissions from cars and
increase biking, walking and transit use.

Under the CAP, the city aims to reduce overall emissions to 15 percent below 2009 levels by 2020,
and 49 percent below 2009 levels by 2035. The plan also sets goals for water and energy

conservation and waste reduction.

SGVTribune.com : Monterey Park adopts Climate Action Plan http://m.sgvtribune.com/sgvtribune/db_22863/contentdetail.htm?contentgu...
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To meet these goals, the CAP directs city staff to implement a set of concrete measures, and the
plan also delineates a system that allows the council, staff and the public to monitor the city's

progress.

Talbot said the CAP is just the first step in making a greener Monterey Park, but undoubtedly an
important one.

"This is just the first step, it isn't a giant leap forward," Talbot said.
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Solar power project funded for Chefs Center small-business incubator
By Janette Williams, SGVN twitter.com/JanetteWilliam5 Pasadena Star-News
Posted: sgvtribune.com

PASADENA - Using its last $170,000 in federal economic stimulus money, the city has funded a solar power
project at the Chefs Center of California, a nonprofit small-business incubator that has launched dozens of
entrepreneurs since its professional kitchen opened in 2009.

"We had around $600,000 left in Community Development Block Grants Recovery dollars, and the biggest chunk
went over to rehab La Pintoresca Teen Center and turn it into an education center," said William Huang,
Pasadena's housing director.

The remaining funds had "very specific goals" including job creation and sustainability, Huang said.

The solar power dollars were first offered to the Pasadena Enterprise Center's small-business incubator, Huang
said. "But they eventually decided to decline the money because of some physical issues with the building."

Enter the Chefs Center.

"We were a perfect match," said founder Joe Colletti, CEO of the Institute for Urban Initiatives. "So we're very
satisfied not only with getting the funding to do this, but equally satisfied with the solar power system."

The solar project, which is close to completion, actually cost $187,000, Colletti said; but they expect to make up
the difference through a solar power rebate from Pasadena Water and Power.

PWP project manager Mauricio Mejia said there are different levels of rebates in the program. Non-profits and
low-income housing projects are eligible for 30 percent, he said, since they can't claim the 30 percent tax credit
commercial businesses get.

"The (Chefs Center) rebate will be close to $30,000 for the solar installation, when they package it," Mejia said.

Colletti expects a substantial drop in the center's monthly $2,600 electricity bill, which comes out of the annual
$550,000 operating budget.

"We're not sure what kind of reduction we're going to see - we'll know when we get the bills," he joked. "But we're
expecting at least a 25 percent reduction in monthly costs. And multiplied by 12, that's a nice saving. ... I work
hard to write a grant for $10,000, and that's the equivalent of a $10,000 grant."

The funding also paid to replace the kitchen's five heating and air-conditioning units and added a sixth, Colletti
said, plus insulating and repairing the "leaky roof."

The city has backed the $2.6 million small-business incubator before, including City Council approval of a
$425,000 loan toward the building's $1.8 million purchase price in 2007. Private and corporate foundation funds -
including $50,000 from the Pasadena Community Foundation - were used to rehab and equip the former Peruvian
restaurant as a professional grade kitchen.

As of July 1, the center had 97 carry-over clients and added another 22, Colletti said.

"The program has exceeded our expectations, which were high to begin with," Colletti said. "About half the clients
come to start catering businesses, the other half is a mixture of bakeries, food trucks and farmers markets, and
wholesaling - selling to retailers like Trader Joe's and Whole Foods."
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The center provides business advice and workshops, and Whole Foods will make a presentation Nov. 3 on "what it
takes to sell food" to them, Colletti said.

For more information on the center, at 45 N. San Gabriel Blvd., call 626-744-9995 or visit chefscenter.org/.

janette.williams@sgvn.com
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The Alhambra to Water-efficient landscaping
By Kevin Smith Staff Writer San Gabriel Valley Tribune
Posted: sgvtribune.com

 

ALHAMBRA - In the world of development, energy conservation and sustainability have become increasingly
important.

Developers are no longer focused solely on getting something built. These days projects often incorporate
insulated windows, energy-efficient heating and air condititioning and a variety of other green features.

The Ratkovich Co. is no exception.

On Tuesday the company will unveil a water-efficient landscaping project at The Alhambra, its 45-acre, mixed-use
development in the city of Alhambra. The three-acre landscape garden replaces an area that used to be open turf.
It's designed to reduce overall water usage on the parcel by 85 percent.

"We partnered with the San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District on this," said Wayne Ratkovich, the
company's founder and president. "They gave us a grant of $100,000 so we could show what could be done, and
we also invested $150,000 of our own money."

The Alhambra will host an official dedication ceremony for the project at at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday. City officials,
including Mayor Barbara Messina, and Rep. Judy Chu, D-El Monte, are expected to attend.

EPT Design of Pasadena created the plan for the garden, located in the heart of The Alhambra campus. Most of the
plants and trees in the new landscaped area are native to Southern California and will provide a vital habitat for
native birds and butterflies.

"The new landscape is not only aesthetically appealing, but it is fully functional by helping to conserve water and
can be enjoyed by tenants and property guests now and for years to come," said Nord Eriksson, a principal with
EPT Design.

Turf was retained only in areas that provide important tenant gathering space.

Ratkovich said sustainability and energy efficiency have become a big part of project development.

"This is a relatively new phenomenon," he said. "We saw early evidence of it about 10 years ago and it really
started to get serious over the last five years. We're all working in a competitive environment and we want to be
able to tell tenants that we're operating in an energy efficient way."

Many potential tenants place a heavy importance on knowing that they will be part of a development that is both
energy efficient and environmentally friendly, Ratkovich said.

The Alhambra includes more than 1 million square feet of office space. Another retail component has a
100,000-square-foot Kohl's department store, 17,000 square feet of additional retail space with a Starbucks and
Jamba Juice, among others, and a 50,000-square-foot LA Fitness center.

When fully developed, The Alhambra also will include townhomes, condos and apartments, Ratkovich said.

The development also makes use of Bloom Energy Servers that produce electricity at nearly twice the efficiency ofPage 14 of 29
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conventional technologies. The solid oxide, fuel-cell units were produced by Bloom Energy of Sunnyvale.

"We have five Bloom boxes and they generate more than 25 percent of the electricity that's used at The
Alhambra," Ratkovich said. "That takes $700,000 to $750,000 off the grid each year. The more we do of these
kinds of things the better we feel. More importantly, we're able to attract tenants who are proud to be a part of
this."

kevin.smith@sgvn.com
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San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments 
 

 

 

 
 
DATE: October 30, 2012 
 
TO: EENR Committee 
 
FROM: Fran Delach, Interim Executive Director 
 
RE: Overview of 2010 – 2012 San Gabriel Valley Energy Wise Partnership    

 
Background 
In 2009, the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments (COG) received $1,415,238 from 
Southern California Edison (SCE) for the period from 2010 – 2012 to form a partnership 
between the COG and SCE that provides financial incentives for cities’ direct energy savings 
through the installation of energy efficiency measures and education and outreach efforts related 
to energy efficiency and conservation.  This program is funded by the California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC) Local Government Partnerships Program. 

The three primary objectives of SGVEWP have been as follows: 

1. Identify opportunities for municipal building energy efficiency retrofits and assist cities 
in implementing these projects and accessing SCE financial incentives and technical 
resources;  

2. Leverage the COG’s communication infrastructure to inform member agencies about 
existing SCE energy efficiency, conservation and demand response programs and 
encourage participation; and, 

3. Develop specialized energy efficiency offerings to local governments as well as 
residential and business customers.   

 
San Gabriel Valley Energy Wise Partnership Overview 
The SGVEWP has consistently been one of the most successful local government partnerships 
programs with SCE.  The Partnership was one of the first local government partnerships in SCE 
territory to have reached and exceeded its energy efficiency (kWh) savings goal.  Major 
highlights of the program’s accomplishments include the following: 

• Since the formation of the Partnership in 2006, San Gabriel Valley cities have saved over 
13.27 million kWh of electricity in their municipal operations through the 
implementation of energy-efficiency retrofit projects.  This is equivalent to the amount of 
power used by 1,700 homes in a one-year period 

• During the same timeframe, residents and businesses in the San Gabriel Valley have 
participated in energy-efficiency programs that have resulted in energy-efficiency savings 
of 1.478 billion kWh, which is equal to the amount of power used by 212,000 homes 
during a one-year period    
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• In the 2010 – 2012 period, San Gabriel Valley cities have received cash rebates valued at 
nearly $675,000 for the completion of energy-efficiency retrofits   

• In January 2012, the City of West Covina became the first city in SCE territory to reach 
“Platinum” in the Energy Leader models.  This accomplishment recognizes the City for 
achieving a variety of energy-efficiency milestones including reducing municipal facility 
and community-wide energy usage by 20%.     

 
Critical initiatives and activities being undertaken this year are the following: 

• Southern California Regional Energy Center (SCREC):  SCREC is a pilot program 
established by Los Angeles County in collaboration with Southern California Edison 
(SCE) and the U.S. Department of Energy.  The program is designed to develop a 
regional approach to energy efficiency improvements among municipalities.  
Specifically, the SCREC is working to demonstrate step-by-step processes for 
municipalities to identify energy efficiency opportunities within their buildings/facilities, 
to quantify potential energy savings, and to obtain attractive financing using standardized 
underwriting protocols. By aggregating projects, this effort is intended to simplify the 
process and lower the costs for cities looking to complete energy-efficiency projects.  The 
COG has been working with member agencies to coordinate participation in this effort.  
In 2012, the focus of the pilot is to assist cities in implementing two targeted energy-
efficiency projects:   
1) Converting of single-speed pool pumps to variable speed pumps, which greatly 

reduce energy usage and operating costs and  
2) Retrofitting city-owned streetlights to more energy-efficiency technologies, such as 

induction or LED.  This is major capital project that cities would have difficulty 
completing without the proper financing tools and technical assistance.        

• Energy-Efficiency Community Outreach:  The Partnership participates in numerous 
community events within member agencies and provides community members with 
information on existing SCE energy-efficiency program. 

• Residential Workshops:  The Partnership has hosted ten residential workshops in 2012 
in communities throughout the San Gabriel Valley.  The purpose of these workshops has 
been to provide residents with detailed information about energy-efficiency projects they 
can undertake in their homes as well as the rebates that are available for these projects.  
These workshops are coordinated with the statewide Energy Upgrade California 
initiative, which is discussed in further detail below.   

• LED Holiday Light Exchange:  In November and December, the Partnership will host 
eight LED Holiday Light Exchanges at holiday events in cities throughout the COG.  At 
these exchanges, SCE customers have the opportunity to exchange an old incandescent 
holiday light string for a new ultra-efficient light string.  This free service is being 
provided to educate residents about the benefits of energy efficiency while reducing their 
energy usage this holiday season.  Events will be held as follows:   
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Date Title Location Time 

Friday, Nov. 16 Christmas Tree Lighting Covina Heritage Plaza (400 N. Citrus Ave.) 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  

Friday, Nov. 30 Christmas Around the Drive San Marino City Hall (2200 Huntington Dr.) 5:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  

Tuesday, Dec. 4 Christmas Tree Lighting 
Ceremony San Gabriel Plaza Park (428 S. Mission Dr.) 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  

Thursday, Dec. 6 Christmas Tree Lighting Baldwin Park Esther Snyder Community Center 
(4100 Baldwin Park Blvd.) 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 6 Christmas Tree Lighting Rosemead City Hall (8838 Valley Blvd.) 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 7 Holiday Promenade and Tree 
Lighting Claremont Transit Depot (200 W. 1st St) 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 8 Holiday Extravaganza San Dimas Walker House (121 N. San Dimas 
Ave.) 2:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, Dec 12 Holiday Party Duarte Community Center (1600 Huntington Dr.) 4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.  

 
• Annual Awards:  The SGVEWP will host an awards luncheon to recognize outstanding 

cities within the San Gabriel Valley that have shown their commitment to energy 
efficiency in 2012.  Cities will be recognized in a number of categories including: green 
leadership, project impact (kWh savings and cost-effectiveness), demand response and 
ingenuity.  This year’s Awards Luncheon will be held on Wednesday, December 12th at 
the San Gabriel Hilton.   

California Energy Efficiency Strategic Plan (CEESP) Grant 
In 2010, SCE released a Request for Proposal (RFP) for local jurisdictions currently participating 
in the Local Government Partnerships to fund activities that support California’s Long-Term 
Energy Efficiency Strategic Plan.  Through the Energy Wise Partnership, which was discussed 
above, the COG and 27 cities1 submitted a proposal and were awarded $4.7 million in funding to 
complete two activities:  

• Development of city Energy Action Plans (EAP):  Through participation in the EAP 
project, cities will receive a greenhouse gas emissions inventory for all emissions sectors 
(i.e. land use, water, solid waste, transportation, energy) for both municipal operations 
and community-wide.  The cost for each city to undertake this task independently would 
be approximately $40,000 and $80,000 – not including staff costs for managing the 
process and gathering data – per city, and, while not currently required under AB 32, a 
GHG inventory is expected to be mandatory in the near future.  Based on information 
from the inventory, cities will also receive the energy efficiency section of the climate 
action plan that addresses both municipal operations and community-wide activities.  By 
developing the GHG inventory and the EE CAP, cities will have completed a significant 
amount of the work needed to develop a full CAP, which will help cities in other 
planning efforts, including General Plan Updates and CEQA compliance, given the 
increased scrutiny related to GHG mitigation from regulatory agencies.    

                                                           
1 The Cities of Pasadena and Azusa operate their own municipal utilities and therefore are not eligible to participate 
in this SCE-funded program.  The County of Los Angeles submitted a separate application which was also funded.  
The City of Industry opted not to participate in the SGVCOG’s submittal and the City of Walnut indicated in 
February 2011 that it would not participate in the program. 
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• Procurement of an online energy management information system:  The SGVCOG is 
collaborating with the County of Los Angeles to implement the County’s 
online/automated energy management system, called the Enterprise Energy Management 
Information System (EEMIS), to track municipal energy usage.  Through participation in 
the program, cities will be able to access billing and usage information online so that they 
will be able to more accurately and automatically monitor and analyze energy usage and 
expenses, receive training in energy analysis techniques, as well as on planning for 
EEMIS monitoring and maintenance, and allow city staff to identify and implement 
optimizing energy efficiency actions and projects by analyzing performance metrics, such 
as baselines and benchmarking.    
 

Next Steps 
In July, SCE submitted a proposal to the CPUC for the Local Governments Partnership program 
for funding for all partnerships within its territory – including the SGVEWP – for the 2013 – 
2014 funding cycle.  The CPUC released a proposed decision in October and received comments 
from SCE and other stakeholders.  The CPUC is expected to make a decision on the final 
proposal by the end of 2012.   
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A	  New	  Approach	  to	  Compliance	  Reporting	  

FacilityStats	  is	  an	  integrated,	  online	  reporting	  tool	  that	  enables	  refuse	  collection	  and	  recycling	  
companies	  to	  submit	  monthly,	  quarterly,	  and	  annual	  compliance	  reports	  to	  the	  cities	  and	  
counties	  where	  they	  have	  accounts	  or	  franchises.	  	  Cities	  and	  counties	  can	  easily	  create	  detailed	  
and	  summary	  reports	  for	  each	  of	  their	  programs	  to	  measure	  effectiveness,	  monitor	  hauler	  
performance,	  and	  compile	  data	  for	  staff	  reports	  or	  public	  meetings.	  
	  

Standardized	  Forms—Customized	  Requirements	  

The	  system	  provides	  companies	  with	  a	  set	  of	  standardized	  report	  forms,	  but	  still	  allows	  each	  
agency	  to	  specify	  its	  unique	  reporting	  requirements.	  	  For	  each	  program,	  such	  as	  residential,	  
commercial,	  or	  those	  that	  serve	  specialized	  districts,	  companies	  using	  FacilityStats	  can	  report:	  

	  
•	   Collection	  activity,	  indicating	  the	  amount	  of	  refuse	  or	  materials	  taken	  to	  each	  facility	  

used,	  the	  amount	  recovered,	  and	  any	  residual	  waste	  designated	  for	  disposal	  
•	   The	  types	  and	  quantities	  of	  materials	  recovered	  
•	   Gross	  receipts	  and	  billings	  

•	   Service	  statistics	  required	  by	  an	  agency,	  such	  as	  the	  number	  of	  customers	  served,	  
number	  of	  customers	  participating	  in	  a	  recycling	  program,	  the	  number	  of	  bulky	  item	  
pickups,	  or	  details	  on	  large	  venues	  served	  

	  
Agencies	  can	  specify	  how	  any	  franchise	  fees	  or	  any	  other	  fees	  are	  to	  be	  calculated,	  by	  indicating	  
the	  basis	  for	  the	  fees,	  such	  as	  gross	  receipts	  or	  disposal	  tons,	  and	  the	  calculation	  factors,	  such	  
as	  percent	  or	  fee	  per	  ton.	  	  When	  a	  hauler	  or	  recycler	  files	  a	  collection	  report	  or	  enters	  its	  gross	  
receipts	  for	  a	  report	  period,	  FacilityStats	  automatically	  calculates	  the	  amount	  of	  fees	  due.	  
	  
AB341	  Compliance	  Reports	  

For	  California	  cities	  and	  counties,	  collection	  companies	  can	  also	  file	  AB341	  (Mandatory	  
Commercial	  Recycling)	  compliance	  reports.	  	  On	  these	  reports,	  haulers	  can	  provide	  details	  on	  
their	  customer	  education	  and	  outreach	  activities	  and	  list	  the	  names	  of	  any	  customers	  covered	  
by	  the	  regulations	  that	  are	  not	  participating	  in	  their	  recycling	  programs.	  	  	  
	  

Certification	  of	  Reports	  

FacilityStats	  incorporates	  a	  complete	  report	  approval	  and	  submittal	  protocol	  so	  that	  agencies	  
can	  be	  assured	  that	  all	  reports	  submitted	  by	  their	  haulers	  and	  recyclers	  have	  been	  reviewed	  
and	  approved	  by	  the	  appropriate	  company	  personnel.	  	  Each	  agency	  can	  specify	  the	  exact	  
certification	  language	  that	  will	  appear	  on	  their	  reports,	  and	  each	  report	  will	  list	  the	  names	  of	  
the	  individuals	  who	  approved	  and	  submitted	  their	  reports.	  
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Benefits	  for	  Cities	  and	  Counties	  

FacilityStats	  reduces	  the	  staff	  time	  and	  cost	  required	  to	  effectively	  manage	  an	  agency's	  waste	  
management	  program.	  	  As	  local	  governments	  are	  required	  to	  do	  more	  with	  fewer	  resources,	  
FacilityStats	  can	  increase	  staff	  efficiency,	  eliminate	  the	  need	  to	  process	  paper	  reports	  from	  
haulers	  and	  recyclers,	  and	  provide	  quick	  and	  convenient	  access	  to	  critical	  program	  data.	  	  
	  

Implementation	  Status	  

The	  system	  is	  now	  being	  used	  by	  Athens	  Services	  and	  Consolidated	  Disposal	  Service	  to	  submit	  
reports	  to	  the	  City	  of	  Monrovia.	  	  	  
	  

Costs	  and	  Availability	  

The	  basic	  services	  of	  FacilityStats	  are	  available	  to	  all	  cities	  and	  counties	  at	  no	  cost.	  	  	  These	  
services	  include:	  
	  
•	   Receipt	  of	  monthly	  or	  quarterly	  reports	  from	  all	  licensed	  or	  franchised	  refuse	  haulers	  and	  

recycling	  companies	  
•	   Detailed	  and	  summary	  collection	  and	  recycled	  material	  reports	  
•	   Reports	  of	  franchise	  fee	  revenue	  received	  
•	   Facility	  summaries,	  by	  facility	  name	  and	  facility	  type	  
•	   Year-‐to-‐date	  and	  annual	  summaries	  

	  
Most	  reports	  can	  be	  printed,	  saved	  as	  PDF	  documents,	  or	  downloaded	  as	  MS	  Excel	  files.	  	  	  
	  
A	  moderate	  monthly	  fee	  is	  charged	  to	  access	  the	  advanced	  data	  analytics	  of	  the	  system,	  such	  as	  
charts	  and	  graphs	  of	  data	  trends,	  year-‐to-‐year	  comparisons,	  and	  performance	  related	  to	  
program	  benchmarks.	  
	  

Get	  Started	  or	  Get	  More	  Information	  

More	  information	  and	  sign-‐up	  instructions	  are	  available	  at	  facilitystats.com	  or	  by	  calling	  	  
310-‐889-‐4176.	  
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Technical Documents Available for Comment 

Introduction and Purpose 

The Greater Los Angeles County (GLAC) Integrated Regional Water 
Management (IRWM) Region is in the process of updating its 2006 
IRWM Plan. This update is necessary both to align the IRWM Plan 
with the GLAC Region’s changing needs since 2006, and to meet 
new requirements put forth by the State of California in Proposition 
84. Several technical documents were developed to help the GLAC 
Region to begin this process, and are described below. These 
documents are currently available for comment, and can be 
downloaded from lawaterplan.org.  

Objectives and Targets 
Part of the update of the IRWM Plan involves updating the GLAC 
Region’s objectives and targets to help to guide future project 
development. The process used to revise objectives and targets are 
available in the following documents through lawaterplan.org: 

• Water Supply Objectives and Targets 
• Surface Water Quality Objectives and Targets 
• Flood Management Objectives and Targets 
• Open Space for Habitat and Recreation 

The targets in these documents have been developed on a subregional 
level to ensure that the targets are realistic and reflect the uniqueness of 
each subregion. The targets will be rolled up to the regional level for the 
purposes of the IRWM Plan update. 

Subregional Plans 
Plans were developed for each subregion to describe the setting of 
each subregion, discuss the targets developed specific to each 
subregion, and describe potential partnership and multi-benefit 
opportunities within and between subregions. The following plans are 
available for comment through lawaterplan.org: 

• Upper Los Angeles River Subregional Plan 
• Upper San Gabriel River and Rio Hondo Subregional Plan 
• Lower San Gabriel and Los Angeles Rivers Subregional Plan 
• South Bay Subregional Plan 
• North Santa Monica Bay Subregional Plan 

Please note that the subregional plans call on the objective and target 
documents described above as appendices.  

Comment Process 
Comments are due by September 21, 
2012.  

Comments will only be accepted via the 
“GLAC IRWMP Comment Form” available 
on lawaterplan.org. The comment form is in 
MS Word document format, and requires 
the commenter to state their name and 
agency, and the document which they are 
commenting on.  

Comment forms should be submitted via 
email to Dawn Flores 
(dflores@rmcwater.com).  

Document Organization 
Though we are requesting comments be 
submitted separately for each document, 
the subregional plans call out the objectives 
and targets documents as appendices. 
Note that the objectives and targets 
documents are the same for each 
subregional plan. 
 

 

August 1, 2012 
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“Address the water resources needs of the Region in an integrated and collaborative manner.” 

 Greater Los Angeles County Integrated Regional Water Management 
Leadership Committee Meeting Notes 

August 22, 2012 
 

At the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works 
900 South Fremont Avenue, Alhambra 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Mark Pestrella (Los Angeles County Flood Control District), Chair 
Leighanne Kirk for Rich Nagel (West Basin MWD), Chair, South Bay Sub-region 
Rob Beste (City of Torrance), Vice-Chair, South Bay Sub-region 
Randal Orton (Las Virgenes MWD), Chair, North Santa Monica Bay Sub-region 
Barbara Cameron (City of Malibu), Vice- Chair, North Santa Monica Bay Sub-region 
Andy Niknafs for Dave Pettijohn (Department of Water & Power), Chair, Upper Los 

Angeles River Sub-region 
Nancy Steele (Council for Watershed Health), Vice-Chair, Upper Los Angeles River 

Sub-region 
Anthony La for Robb Whitaker (Water Replenishment District), Chair, Lower Los 

Angeles and San Gabriel Rivers Sub-region 
Mark Stanley (Watershed Conservation Authority) Vice-Chair, Lower Los Angeles and 

San Gabriel Rivers Sub-region 
Wendy La (Main San Gabriel Basin Watermaster) Chair, Upper San Gabriel River Sub-

region 
Grace Chan (Metropolitan Water District), Surface Water WMA 
Sharon Green (County Sanitation Districts), Sanitation WMA 
Shahram Kharaghani, (City of LA), Surface Water WMA 
Shelley Luce (SMBRC), Open Space WMA 
Tony Zampiello (Raymond Basin), Groundwater WMA 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Aderonmu, Abi (DWR) 
Bowman, Brad  (City of Pasadena) 
Brick, Tim (Arroyo Seco Foundation) 
Bryden, Russ (Los Angeles County Flood Control District) 
Doudar, Phil (Los Angeles County Flood Control District) 
Dougall, Jan (Las Virgenes MWD) 
Helsley, Jeff (Stetson Engineers) 
Hildebrand, Gary (Los Angeles County Flood Control District) 
Hill, Dave (Central Basin MWD) 
Jurkevics, Lauma (DWR) 
Kennedy, Maria Elena (Kennedy Communications) 
Paludi, Fernando (West Basin MWD) 
Paras, Rochelle (Los Angeles County Flood Control District) 
Rix, Dan (City of Pasadena) 
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Stone, Chris (Los Angeles County Flood Control District) 
Sulzer, Dan (USACE) 
Tam, Wing (City of Los Angeles) 
Vergara, Marybeth (RMC) 
West, Tom (RMC Water and Environment) 
Wu, Theresa (WRD) 
Zauner, Mary (County Sanitation Districts) 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting was called to order at 9:40 a.m.  
 
2. APPROVAL OF MEETING NOTES  
Motion to approve the June 27, 2012 meeting summary with corrections presented by 
Nancy Steele on agenda item 10 passed unanimously.  
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Lauma Jurkevics, DWR reminded the group that the Climate Change Handout is now 
available online. Lauma handed out cards with this information. 
 
4. STEERING COMMITTEE CHAIRS / WMA / FCD REPORTS 
This item was skipped. 

 
5. LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE MOU 
Subregional Chairs provided updates on their respective steering committees’ 
comments on the existing MOU language. There were no substantial changes 
recommended and the general consensus was to extend the MOU for another 5 years.  
A motion was made by Tony Zampiello to have the District update the existing MOU 
with a 5 year extension then distribute it for immediate execution by the 16 members.  
Motion passed unanimously.  District will have a draft out within two weeks and 
members will have another two weeks to get the updated MOU executed. 
  
6. DAC ITEMS 
Mark Stanley reported that the DAC committee will evaluate projects entered into the 
OPTI as part of their project development efforts.  Maria Kennedy has already been 
attending steering committee meetings and discussing specific projects.  The committee 
will also be reviewing Prop 84 Implementation Grant guidelines as they develop the 
DAC projects criteria.  Final recommendations for the DAC Criteria will be distributed to 
the steering committees in October 2012. Members are encouraged to provide input 
and become voting members of the DAC committee.   
 
Phil Doudar reported that the District is working on a response to Gateway’s letter 
regarding their displeasure with the GLAC DAC Pilot Study activities in the overlap 
areas.  Mark Pestrella stated that the letter should be addressed to DWR and he 
intends to contact Grace Kast to discuss communication between the two Regions. 
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7.  GLAC IRWM Plan Update  
A report was given on recent consultant activities. Steering committees are currently 
reviewing and preparing comments on the draft Regional Objectives, the Subregional, 
and the Habitat and Open Space Plans.   The consultants are also working with the ad 
hoc committee in developing guidelines for the project review process. These guidelines 
are for approving projects for inclusion in the updated plan and grant applications.  Next 
steps include discussing project integration and addressing the climate change 
requirements. 
 

7.1 Coordination with Other IRWM Regions –  Russ Bryden reported that the 
District is in the process of sending a letter to the Gateway IRWM Region 
requesting them to comment on completed draft documents.  A motion was 
made to revise the letter to include an invitation for the Gateway IRWM Region to 
participate in the GLAC Plan Update process by submitting projects into the 
OPTI database.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
8.   Proposition 84 Implementation Grant (Round 1) 

8.1 Status of DWR Agreement & Local Project Sponsors’ MOU – Russ Bryden 
reported that County Counsel comments on the DWR agreement have been sent 
to DWR for inclusion in the final agreement.  The final draft MOU for local project 
sponsors has been approved by County Counsel and distributed to the LPS for 
execution.     
 
8.2 Hahamongna Multi-Use Project Contract – Tim Brick reported that the Arroyo 
Seco Foundation is making substantial progress with the City of Pasadena in 
revising the scope of work for the Hahamongna Multi-Use Project. Tim verified 
that the Arroyo Seco Foundation is ready to step aside and let the City of 
Pasadena be the lead in implementing this project, considering the City’s ability 
to show proof of financial solvency. Dan Rix (City of Pasadena)  commented on 
their good partnership with the Arroyo Seco Foundation  and  announced that the 
City of Pasadena is finalizing an agreement with the Arroyo Seco Foundation.    
 
Discussion ensued on how potential project proponents need to be made aware 
of financial requirements, fees and other requirements for the next round of grant 
application.  It was stated that changes in project proponents should be vetted 
through the subregional steering committees from which the projects originated.  
It was agreed that steering committees need to be more involved and alerted of 
changes to the projects they have put forward. 
 
 

9. PROPOSITION 50: CENTRAL BASIN MWD’S SOUTHEAST WATER RELIABILITY 
PROJECT 
Dave Hill provided an overview of their South East Water Reliability Project’s scope 
changes and explained that these changes were necessitated by a power plant not 
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being built.  Dave stated that Central Basin’s alternative is to expand the existing 
recycled water transmission system to the La Mirada area and that expansion to 
Orange County could be a future benefit that is yet to be determined. Dave emphasized 
that IRWM funds will not be used for Orange County expansion. 
  
A motion was made to have the Lower San Gabriel River Steering Committee review 
Central Basin’s proposal for possible endorsement and then present a recommendation 
to the Leadership Committee for final approval. Motion passed unanimously.   
 
10. PROPOSITION 84 IMPLEMENTATION GRANT, ROUND 2 

10.1 Lead Agency for Round 2 Grant Application Consultant Contract – The 
consultants were excused for this item. Phil Doudar reminded the group that an 
RFP must be issued and consultant retained immediately to be on schedule for 
the Round 2 Implementation Grant applications that are due in March 2013. 
Unfortunately, the Main San Gabriel Basin Watermaster will not be able manage 
a new consultant contract as previously hoped.  Leighanne Kirk announced that 
West Basin MWD will be able to manage this task by extending the existing 
contract with the current consultants. West Basin MWD can get Board approval 
in October and issue a Notice to Proceed in November, provided that a proposal 
is received and approved by the Leadership Committee by September. A motion 
was made to seek a proposal from RMC Water and Environment ASAP in order 
for the Leadership Committee to review and act on it by the next meeting in 
September.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
11. LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Leighanne Kirk provided an update for the following legislation:    
 

• AB 1095 (Berryhill): Delta Reform Act of 2009 
• AB 1615 (Miller): Human Remains 
• AB 2398 (Hueso): Water Recycling  
• SB 1201 (DeLeon): L.A. County Flood Control Act 
• AB 1386 (Lowenthal): Municipal Water Districts 

 
Mark Pestrella shared that the District is not in support of SB 1201. A summary report 
was distributed to the group. 

 
.12. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS/OTHER ITEMS 

12.1 Combined November/December Meeting on December 5, 2012 – One 
combined meeting is currently scheduled for November and December 2012. 
 
12.2 Need for additional late-November meeting for Round 2 Project Selection – 
Due to the upcoming project selection process for Round 2, it may be necessary for 
the group to have an additional meeting in November 2012.   
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12.3 Other Items - Wendy La pointed out that the draft Habitat and Open Space plan 
Committee may conflict with the City’s general Plan. The cities as well as other 
stakeholders had concerns relative to the methodology used of setting the Habitat, 
Open Space, and Recreation goals and objectives for the sub-regions.  This blanket 
approach does not take into account of the potential impacts to the cities’ existing 
business and residential communities/land uses.  Questions regarding responsible 
agencies, existing inventory, gap analysis, and costs still need to be addressed.   
 
Additionally, the new requirement for agencies/organizations to adopt the updated 
IRWM Plan for their projects to be included may create a barrier for the cities to 
participate in the process. Proposed maps showing the Los Angeles Flood Control 
District’s facilities as wetlands are also a major concern for water agencies.  
 
Wendy suggested adding this as an agenda item on future meetings. 
. 

11.  ADJOURNMENT - The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m. The next meeting is 
scheduled for September 26, 2012, 9:30 a.m. – 12:00pm, at the County of Los Angeles 
Department of Public Works, Executive Conference Room, 12th Floor. 
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EENR COMMITTEE: Objectives for January 2012 – July 2012 
 

 
 

WHEN 

 
WHO 

 
WHAT 

 
STATUS 

 

 
COMMENTS 

 
   DONE ON 

TARGET 
REVISED  

1. 
Beginning in 
February 2012 
and at least 
monthly thereafter 
 

 
Water Resources 
Working Group (Mary 
Ann Lutz-lead) 

 
Provide continued support and updates to the Governing Board 
and member agencies on the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System Municipal Separate Sanitary Storm Sewer 
(MS4NPDES) permit. 
 

  

 Updates on NPDES MS4 
are provided at the Water 
Working Group meetings 
and the EENR meetings.  
A workshop for elected 
officials and city staff was 
held on July 11th about 
the release of the draft 
Permit.   

2. 
Beginning in 
February 2012 
and at least 
monthly thereafter 
 

 
Executive Director  

 
Oversee and provide updates to the Governing Board on grants 
(e.g., SCE, CEESP and the San Gabriel Valley Energy Wise 
Partnership). 
 

 

 

 There was a presentation 
at the August Governing 
Board meeting from the 
COG’s consultants 
(PMC) on CEESP, and 
there will be a 
presentation on the 
SGVEWP at the October 
EENR meeting and 
November Governing 
Board meeting.     

3. 
By March 31, 2012 
and quarterly 
thereafter 

 
Open Space Working 
Group (Denis Bertone-
lead) 

 
Update the Governing Board on the ongoing advocacy efforts 
for San Gabriel Valley’s fair share in regard to environmental 
funding initiatives. 
 

 

  

The Open Space 
Working Group held a 
workshop on the 
proposed National 
Recreation Area in the 
San Gabriel Mountains.   

4. 
By March 31, 2012 
and quarterly 
thereafter 

 
Executive Director and 
Energy, Environmental 
and Natural Resources 
(EENR) Chair Sam 
Pedioza 
 

 
Provide updates to the Governing Board on the EENR 
Committee’s monitoring of implementation of SB375, AB32 and 
AB341. 

 

 

 The COG held a Climate 
Change Conference 
Workshop on Thursday, 
September 27th.   

5. 
By June 30, 2012 

 
Michael Cacciotti 

 
Report to the Governing Board on the resources and funding 
available to assist cities in coordinating alternative fuel vehicle 
readiness. 
 

 

 

 There was a presentation 
on plug-in electric 
vehicles at the July 
EENR meeting and a 
follow-up meeting with 
AQMD in October.   
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6. 
March 15, 2012 

 
S. Pedroza, Chair of 
EENR 

 
Present to Governing Board policy positions related to CPUC 
filings related to local government partnerships 
 

 

 

 The draft program 
implementation plans 
(PIPs) for local 
government partnerships 
and for the Regional 
Energy Network were 
released by the CPUC in 
October.    

7. 
April 19, 2012 

 
M. Lutz, Chair of Water 
Resources Working 
Group 
 

 
Present updated water project priority list to the Governing 
Board 

  

 

Due to the status of the 
IRWMP, this activity is 
being reviewed.     

8. 
June 30, 2012 

 
Executive Director 

 
Host 8 Energy Upgrade workshops 
 

  
 The COG hosted 10 

Energy Upgrade 
workshops. 

9. 
June 30, 2012 
 

 
S. Pedroza, Chair of 
EENR and M. Cacciotti 
 

 
Develop plan for COG-wide bicycle ride 

 

 

 COG staff has been 
identifying current bicycle 
efforts in the region. 

10. 
Quarterly 

 
S. Pedroza, Chair of 
EENR 

 
Work with AQMD to identify opportunities for San Gabriel Valley 
cities in AQMD’s Air Management Plan  
 

 

 

 There was a presentation 
on AQMD’s Air Quality 
Management Plan at the 
July EENR meeting.     
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