
Welcome from the Executive Director 
Over the past 19 years, the San Gabriel Valley Council 
of Governments (SGVCOG) has been effective in 
advancing its primary mission of working 
collaboratively on projects of regional significance, 
securing funding and helping to forge a consensus in 
addressing issues that impact the Valley’s cities and 
unincorporated areas.  The SGVCOG is the largest 
and most diverse sub-regional council of governments in Los Angeles County with 
31 incorporated cities, three Supervisorial Districts representing the unincorporated 
areas, and the three water agencies.  While each of the cities and areas has a 
unique character and history, they also have many shared issues and projects that 
have no boundaries and have developed a unified voice to maximize resources and 
advocate for regional and member interests to improve the quality of life in the San 
Gabriel Valley.  
 

I am honored to have been selected to serve as the SGVCOG’s new Executive 
Director.  During the past several weeks, I have met as many people as possible 
and have immersed myself in the various programs, projects and issues facing the 
SGVCOG and the communities it serves.  I have also worked to develop an 
understanding of the issues facing the SGVCOG and determine ways the 
organization can more effectively represent and advocate for its communities.  The 
need for greater transparency and openness in conducting the SGVCOG’s 
business has been a resounding message.  To that end, this monthly publication 
was launched to inform local leaders of the progress on SGVCOG’s priority projects 
and initiatives and alert them to emerging issues.  The newsletter will also provide 
an opportunity to highlight the effective partnerships in the region and celebrate our 
successes. I am excited to serve the communities in the Valley and look forward to 
continuing to building on the SGVCOG’s successes. 
 

Andrea Miller 
Executive Director 

San Gabriel Valley  
Council of Governments 
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Inaugural Tri-COG Meeting  
 

On Tuesday, March 26th, the San Gabriel Valley 
COG hosted the South Bay Council of 
Governments and the Gateway Cities Council of 
Governments at the inaugural tri-COG meeting.  
This meeting was intended to allow each of the 
COGs to share their current major projects, to 
discuss best practices and to identify opportunities 
for regional cooperation.  The discussion focused 
on regional transportation issues, tools for economic development, strategies for 
addressing homelessness, and regional opportunities to increase energy efficiency 
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  The San Gabriel Valley COG looks forward 
to working with its neighbors to the south even more to bring more resources to the 
municipalities in the Los Angeles region.     
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SGVCOG Officers 
 

President 
Barbara Messina 
Councilmember  

City of Alhambra 
 

1st Vice President 
Mary Ann Lutz 
Mayor  

City of Monrovia 
 

2nd Vice President 
Joseph Gonzales 
Councilmember  

City of South El Monte 
 

3rd Vice President 
Gene Murabito 
Mayor  

City of Glendora 
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Planning for PEVs  
 

On Tuesday, March 19, the San Gabriel Valley partnered 
with AQMD and SCAG to host a PEV Readiness 
workshop.  The workshop was intended to help the San 
Gabriel Valley begin the development of a PEV-charging 
infrastructure, by examining the barriers—perceived and 
actual—to installing PEV infrastructure and identifying the 
best locations for charging stations in order to build a 
regional PEV-charging network.  At the workshop, 
attendees heard about some things they could do to 
make it easier to install charging stations, learned about 
opportunities for funding and helped to identify possible 
charging stations locations.     
 

We are looking forward to working with the cities to 
advance this effort.    

 
 

Project Matrix   
One of the long-standing priorities for the COG has been to ensure that the region is receiving its fair-
share of money for transportation projects.  At the November Strategic Planning Session, one of the 
goals identified was to develop and recommend to the Governing Board a Transportation Priority List that 
identifies the COG’s project priorities.  This List was approved by the Governing Board in January.  The 
SGVCOG’s Priority Projects can be found below:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each month in the newsletter, we will be highlighting one of these projects, providing more details about 
the project and its status.  Stay tuned next month for a spotlight on the Gold Line Eastside Transit 
Corridor Phase 2.   

TRANSPORTATION SPOTLIGHT 

Category Project

Goods Movement ACE Project

I-10 between Citrus and SR-57

SR-60 between US-101 and I-605

I-605 between I-10 and I-210

SR-57 between SR-60 and I-210

Congestion Relief SR-710 Transportation Improvement Options

Gap Closure SR-71 Completion 

I-10/I-605 

SR-57/SR-60

SR-60/I-605

State Routes Highway 39 (rehabilitation and opening)

Regional Connector

Gold Line Foothill Extension - Phase 2A & 2B

Gold Line Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 

Arrow Highway

Ramona-Badillo

Valley Boulevard

Rosemead Boulevard

Rail

Regional Corridor Studies

Carpool Lane Completions

Interchange Improvements



Leading in Energy Upgrade California 
 

Over the past two years, the COG, the cities, and 
contractors throughout the region have been tirelessly 
promoting the Energy Upgrade California program 
throughout the San Gabriel Valley, providing homeowners 
with rebates for completing energy efficient retrofits in 
their homes. 
 

45% of the Energy Upgrade California retrofits that have 
been completed in Los Angeles County have been done 
here in the San Gabriel Valley.  This is the highest 
participation of any region in the County.  
 

In Los Angeles County overall, six of the ten cities with 
the most retrofits are located here in the San Gabriel 
Valley.  On a per capita basis, our cities have the highest 
participation rates. Using this metric, nine of the top ten 
cities in Los Angeles County are located here in the San 
Gabriel Valley.   
 

Want to see more statistics or find out more about the 
participation in your city?  We have statistics for every city in the San Gabriel Valley—just contact the COG 
offices at (626) 457-1800 or visit www.sgvenergywise.org.   

COG IN THE 
COMMUNITY  

 

April marks the beginning of spring, and 
COG cities are celebrating with a variety of 
community-wide celebrations.  You will see 
COG staff at some of these events, with 
displays, games, and information about 
how residents can save energy.   
 

Here’s where you can find the COG during 
the month of April:    
 

April 13 
Diamond Bar City Birthday 
Duarte Spring Homebuyer Fair 
 

April 18 
South Pasadena Gold Level Celebration 
 

April 20 
Claremont Earth Day 

Monterey Park Earth Day Festival 
 

April 27 
Alhambra EcoFair 
 

If you see us out in your community, come 
say hello.  Even if you don’t see us this 
month, look for us at future events in your 
communities.  Let us know if you’d like to 
see us in your community! 

Gateway Cities
12%

City of Los 
Angeles

25%

Las Virgenes 
/ Malibu

1%
North County

5%South Bay Cities
4%

San Fernando 
Valley

3%

San Gabriel 
Valley
45%

LA County 
Unincorporated

4%

Westside Cities
1%

Energy Upgrade California Retrofits  
By Region 

SGVEWP FEATURED 
PROJECT 
Duarte’s Swimming Pool  
 

Working with the San 
Gabriel Valley Energy 
W i s e  P a r t n e r s h i p 
(SGVEWP), many cities 
have found that in tough 
economic times, cutting 
energy costs is one way 
to save money.  This 
year, Duarte replaced its 
pool pump, installing a 
variable speed drive, and upgraded lighting at the 
facility.  The typical pool pump works at one, maximum-
capacity speed at all times so that it can perform all the 
necessary pumping functions.  Since not all pumping 
functions require maximum-capacity speed, variable 
speed pool pumps recognize the differences in pumping 
requirements and operate at the minimum speed 
required to complete a function.   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

For more information about this or other projects, please 
contact that COG offices at (626) 457-1800.     

kWh Saved 90,930 kWh

Equal to Energy Usage of 9 homes

Estimated Energy Costs Saved $13,640

SCE Incentive Received $13,510



APRIL MEETINGS 
 

All meetings are open to the 
public.   
 

Tuesday,  April 2 
Water Resources WG 
10:00 a.m.  
600 S Mountain Ave; Monrovia 
 

Thursday, April 4 
City Managers 
12:00 noon 
11333 Valley Blvd; El Monte 
 

Monday, April 8 
Executive Committee 
4:30 p.m.   
111 S 1st St.; Alhambra 
 

Thursday, April 18 

Transportation  
4:00 p.m.  
6090 N Irwindale Ave; Irwindale 
 

Governing Board 
6:00 p.m.   
6090 N Irwindale Ave; Irwindale 
 

Monday, April 25 

Public Works TAC 
12:00 noon  
211 E Huntington Dr; Arcadia 
 

HCED  
2:00 p.m. 
119 W Palm Ave; Monrovia 
 

Wednesday, April 27 
EENR 
10:45 a.m. 
600 S Mountain; Monrovia 
 

Thursday, April 28 
Planners TAC 
12:00 noon  
119 W Palm Ave; Monrovia 

Contact Us: 
 

Mailing Address 
SGVCOG  
1000 S. Fremont Ave., Unit 42 
Alhambra, CA 91803 
 

Phone: (626) 457-1800 
Fax: (626) 457-1285 
 

Email: sgv@sgvcog.org  

WHAT’S GOING ON  
AT THE COG? 

 

The COG’s 3 policy committees have been busy working on topics of 
importance to the COG and to the region.  Here’s the current topics being 
discussed at the 3 policy committees: 
 
Transportation 
Chair, John Fasana—Councilmember, City of Duarte 
MTA’s Proposed Measure R Acceleration Plan  
 
EENR 
Chair, Sam Pedroza—Councilmember, City of Claremont 
National Recreation Area designation for San Gabriel Mountains 
 
HCED 
Chair, Joe Lyons—Mayor Pro Tem, City of Claremont  
Small Business Development Centers and SGV Economic Outlook  
Homeless Services  
 
Interested in any of these topics?  We encourage you to attend any of the 
COG’s Policy Committee meetings.  The meeting schedule for the month of 
April can be found at right.   

Questions, comments, 
suggestions?   

 

Please let us know! 

Celebrating Groundbreaking  
Energy Work  
 

The Climate Change Business 
Journal (CCBJ) awarded the 
COG’s Energy Action Plan 
project its 2012 Climate 
Change Business Journal 
Award for Project Merit: 
Energy Efficiency.   
 
The CCBJ—a bus iness 
research publication that 
provides strategic intelligence to the climate change industry—recognized the 
groundbreaking project for its regional approach to energy planning.   
 
The project—undertaken with funding from Southern California Edison (SCE) —
helped 27 cities in the San Gabriel Valley complete greenhouse gas emissions 
inventories and Energy Action Plans.  With these efforts, cities were able to 
inventory their current energy usage, project their future usage and develop 
strategies to reduce usage.  These opportunities to reduce energy costs will be 
invaluable to the COG’s cities.    


